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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND 

1.1.1 Viridian Landscape Planning Ltd was commissioned in April 2019 by Hollins Strategic 

Land to undertake a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) of land at Lower 

Road, Milton Malsor in support of an outline planning application for up to 65 

dwellings and associated development such as roads and open spaces.  

1.1.2 These drawings form the basis of assessment for the purpose of the LVIA.  Further 

detail on the background to the development is provided in the Planning Statement 

submitted with the planning application.  

1.1.3 This report presents the methodology, context and results of the landscape and visual 

assessment process. The methodology used for the assessment is provided at 

Appendix D. The findings of the desk study and site visit are summarised at Section 2. 

Section 3 sets out design and mitigation measures. The assessment of landscape and 

visual effects of the development proposals is set out at Section 4 and in the 

Landscape and Visual Effects Tables in Appendix C. A summary and conclusions are 

set out at Section 5.    

1.1.4 As part of the landscape and visual impact assessment process, the following plans 

have been prepared: 

 Figure L1: Topography;  

 Figure L2: Landscape Planning Context; 

 Figure L3: Landscape Character;  

 Figure L4: Viewpoint Location Plan; and 

1.1.5 The viewpoints which support the visual analysis of the site are represented by 

stitched panoramic photographs, presented in Appendix B.   

1.2 SCOPE OF ASSESSMENT 

1.2.1 This LVIA has been prepared by Chartered Landscape Architects at Viridian Landscape 

Planning.  

1.2.2 This landscape and visual impact assessment report considers: 

 Features of the site and its context; 

 Landscape character, the character of the site, and its relationship to its 

surroundings; 

 Landscape-related planning designations; 
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 Views towards the site; and 

 Changes to landscape features, landscape character and views arising as a 

result of the development proposals.  

1.3 METHODOLOGY 

1.3.1 This LVIA is based on the principles of the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment: Third Edition (GLVIA3) (Landscape Institute, IEMA, 2013). 

1.3.2 The assessment of landscape and visual effects aims to be as objective as possible, 

however, as explained in GLVIA3: 

“Professional judgement is a very important part of LVIA. While there is some scope for 

quantitative measurement of some relatively objective matters, for example the number of 

trees lost to construction… much of the assessment must rely on qualitative judgements, for 

example about what effect the introduction of a new development or land use change may 

have on visual amenity, or about the significance of change in the character of the 

landscape and whether it is positive or negative.”  

(Paragraph 2.23, page 21, GLVIA3) 

1.3.3 The assessment is based on the Illustrative Layout by The Urbanists (drawing 1805-

URB-UD-SK-001) in  Appendix A and has been informed by a desktop study, followed 

by a field survey visit to the site and the surrounding area.  

1.3.4 The full LVIA Methodology is included as Appendix D.  

1.4 STUDY AREA 

1.4.1 The spatial scope of this assessment was determined by the geographical spread of 

the area from where the existing site can be seen, known as the Visual Envelope.  

However, views of the proposals may extend to greater distances. 

1.4.2 A limit of 3km is normally set for the initial study area, beyond which our professional 

experience on other assessments for this type of development has shown it is difficult 

to discern landscape or visual effects. For this site, the field survey established that 

the shallow valley landform, together with existing hedges and development, reduces 

the extent of the site’s visibility from publicly accessible viewpoints of just over 1km 

from the site boundary (see Figure L4: Viewpoint Location Plan). 

1.5 DESKTOP STUDY 

1.5.1 The desktop study comprised collation and review of published background 

information on the site and surrounding context. This included a review of landscape 

planning policy and the landscape character of the area, as well as information on 

statutory and non-statutory landscape designations on the site or in the surrounding 

area. 
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1.6 FIELD SURVEY 

1.6.1 Site visits were undertaken by Chartered Landscape Architects in April 2019.  

1.6.2 The purpose of the fieldwork was to: 

 Gain an understanding of the landscape character of the site and its context; 

 Determine the extent of visibility of the existing site and the visibility of potential 

development on the site, the actual extent of which is determined by landform, 

vegetation, and existing / proposed built development; and 

 Carry out the landscape and visual impact assessment. 

1.6.3 The area surrounding the site was surveyed and photographed to assess visibility of 

the site and the proposals.  Viewpoints were those to which the public has access, 

such as footpaths, bridleways, roads and other public spaces.  Photographs showing 

the character of the site and a representative range of views towards the site, are 

included in Appendix B. 
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2 BASELINE CONDITIONS

2.1 SOURCES OF BASELINE INFORMATION 

2.1.1 The sources of baseline data are summarised in Table 2.1 below: 

Table 2.1: Baseline Information Sources 

Baseline Topic  Data Source 

National Landscape Planning 

Policy 
National Planning Policy Framework (June 2019) 

Local Landscape Planning 

Policy 

South Northamptonshire Local Plan, adopted 1997 

West Northamptonshire Core Strategy, adopted 2014  

Registered Parks and Gardens 

Listed Buildings 

Scheduled Monuments 

National Trust Properties 

Ancient Woodland 

Open Access Areas 

National Cycle Network 

 

GIS 

Tree Preservation Orders your.southnorthants.gov.uk/wml_mapsonline/ 

Unregistered Parks and 

Gardens 
LDP 

Conservation Areas GIS / LDP 

Public Rights of Way  

 

Ordnance Survey 1:25000 Explorer Map  

 

Landscape Character 

 

National - Natural England, 2014. ‘National Character Areas’  

County – Northamptonshire County Council Landscape 

Character Assessment 
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2.2 SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

2.2.1 The site is located adjacent to the north-eastern corner of Milton Malsor, south-west 

of Northampton and within the administrative boundary of South Northamptonshire. 

2.2.2 The site is just less than 5.1ha in extent and comprises a large, open, agricultural field 

between Lower Road and the railway line. There are no buildings on the site and no 

public rights of way across it.  

2.2.3 The West Coast Main Line Railway runs to the east of the site, 800m beyond which is 

the M1 Motorway.  

2.2.4 The site is bounded to the: 

 south by residential development on Stockwell Road and Stockwell Way, a few 

trees and an outgrown hedge 4.5m high at the eastern end, beyond which is an 

open field;   

 east by the metal fencing and a sparse intermittent hedge along the railway;  

 to the north by a clipped hedge 1.5m high for most of its length, with a few trees 

and a section of hedge 3.0m high at the eastern end; and   

 to the west by a clipped hedge 2.0m high for most of this boundary along Lower 

Road. 

2.3 VEGETATION 

2.3.1 Within the study area, fields in the vicinity of the site to the north and east are mostly 

bounded by relatively low hedges with only occasional trees. To the west of Towcester 

Road there are scattered copses and tree-lined hedgerows. Within Milton Malsor 

village there is increased tree cover, particularly along and to the south of Collingtree 

Road, and there are also numerous trees within gardens throughout the village.  

2.3.2 There are few areas of Priority Habitat deciduous woodland in the study area, the 

closest being immediately south of Collingtree Road, east of Barn Lane.   

2.3.3 An Arboricultural Report was prepared by AWA Tree Consultants in January 2019. A 

total of 11 individual trees and 7 groups on and immediately adjacent to the site were 

surveyed and recorded on a Tree Constraints Plan and schedule detailing tree species, 

sizes and condition.  

2.3.4 Five of the individual trees are hawthorn, two are field maple and the others are single 

ash, elm, blackthorn and rowan. The groups mostly comprise managed hawthorn 

boundary hedges with occasional taller trees. None of the trees are covered by a Tree 

Preservation Order. None are within a Conservation Area. 

2.3.5 All 11 trees and 7 groups were assessed as Category C (poor quality) and, as can be 

seen on the Tree Constraints Plan, all are around the periphery of the site along the 

boundaries and often just beyond the boundaries on adjacent land. No trees or 

groups were assessed as Category A (high quality), Category B (moderate quality), nor 

Category U (recommended for removal due to their condition). 
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2.3.6 The site is enclosed along most of its western boundary by a managed hedge (G1), 

comprising mainly hawthorn, approximately 2.0m high. This continues along almost 

all of the northern boundary as G2 at 1.5m high and, beyond a gap, as G3 at 3.0m 

high (see Site Character Photograph A). Towards the eastern end are two small field 

maples (T4 and T5) and a larger ash (T6) 11m high. 

2.3.7 Vegetation is sparse along the eastern boundary (see Site Character Photographs A 

and B), comprising two hawthorn trees (T7 and T9) and a small group of hawthorn 

(G8) at the northern end, and a length of partially manged hawthorn hedge 2.5m high 

in the central part of the boundary. 

2.3.8 Along the southern boundary are six small trees and a small hawthorn group (G46) 

ranging from 3m to 7.5m high. Towards the eastern end of this boundary is a 

previously managed but now outgrown hawthorn and blackthorn hedge (G43) 

approximately 4.5m high (see Site Character Photographs A and B). 

2.3.9 The proposals would retain and enhance all of the existing boundary hedgerows and 

trees where possible, with the exception of partial removal of G1 to facilitate vehicular 

and pedestrian access into the site off Lower Road. 

2.4  LANDFORM AND WATERCOURSES 

2.4.1 As shown on Figure L1: Topography, the site is at an elevation of approximately 75m 

AOD at its western end, rising to just over 85m AOD at its north-eastern corner. 

Beyond the site, the land rises to a high point of 89m AOD east of the railway. To the 

south-east of the village, a ridge running north-south forms the highest ground in the 

study area at 95m AOD.       

2.4.2 There are no watercourses on or immediately adjacent to the site. Close to the site’s 

south-western corner, a small stream runs from Stockwell Road towards the church. 

North-west of the site, a small stream runs parallel and to the south of Lower Road, 

joining another watercourse to the west of Towcester Road. The largest watercourse 

in the study area is the Grand Union Canal, approximately 1.2km to the west of the 

site.  

The site is in Flood Zone 1; the flood risk for most of the site is Very Low, increasing to 

Medium along its western edge. A Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Management 

Strategy for the proposed development has been prepared, demonstrating that it 

would be beneficial to incorporate SuDS features into the drainage strategy, such as 

ponds/basins and swales for attenuation, conveyance and water quality benefits. 

2.5 SETTLEMENT 

2.5.1 The site is situated to the north-east of Milton Malsor immediately adjacent to its 

settlement boundary.   

2.5.2 To the immediate south-west of the site is largely mid to late C20th residential 

development beyond which is the historic core of the village including the 

Conservation Area with its curving streets and characteristic open paddocks that 
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provide a setting to the medieval Church of the Holy Cross. Approximately 1.3km to 

the north and beyond the M1 is the southern edge of the suburbs of Northampton.      

2.6 LANDSCAPE PLANNING CONTEXT 

2.6.1 The landscape planning context for the site is shown on Figure L2: Landscape Planning 

Context. The site is within an Important Local Gap but not within a nationally or locally 

designated landscape area. 

LANDSCAPE PLANNING POLICY 

National Planning Policy Framework 

2.6.2 National Planning Policy is set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 

last updated in June 2019.   

2.6.3 Set out at paragraph 8 are three overarching objectives to achieve sustainable 

development, two of which set out, (inter alia):  

b) a social objective – … by fostering a well-designed…built environment, with 

accessible…open spaces that reflect current and future needs and support communities’ 

health, social and cultural well-being; and 

c) an environmental objective - …to contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, 

built and historic environment; including making effective use of land, helping to improve 

biodiversity, using natural resources prudently… 

2.6.4 12: Achieving well-designed places, paragraph 127 states that planning decisions 

should ensure that developments: 

‘a) will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, not just for the short term 

but over the lifetime of the development; 

b) are visually attractive as a result of good architecture, layout and appropriate and 

effective landscaping; 

c) are sympathetic to local character and history, including the surrounding built 

environment and landscape setting, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate 

innovation or change (such as increased densities); 

d) establish or maintain a strong sense of place, using the arrangement of streets, spaces, 

building types and materials to create attractive, welcoming and distinctive places to live, 

work and visit; 

e) optimise the potential of the site to accommodate and sustain an appropriate amount 

and mix of development (including green and other public space) and support local facilities 

and transport networks; and 

f) create places that are safe, inclusive and accessible and which promote health and well-

being, with a high standard of amenity for existing and future users…’. 
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2.6.5 Paragraph 96 explains that:  

Access to a network of high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and physical 

activity is important for the health and well-being of communities. 

2.6.6 Paragraph 98 sets out that:   

Planning policies and decisions should protect and enhance public rights of way and access, 

including taking opportunities to provide better facilities for users, for example by adding 

links to existing rights of way networks including National Trails. 

2.6.7 Paragraph 170 states (inter alia) that:  

Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 

environment by: 

b) recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits 

from natural capital and ecosystem services – including the economic and other benefits of 

the best and most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland… 

The South Northamptonshire Local Plan, Adopted October 1997, Saved Policies – 

December 2014:  

2.6.8 Relevant saved policies (December 2014) from the South Northamptonshire 1997 

Local Plan are set out below. 

2.6.9 Policy G3 under General Strategy, states, inter alia: 

Planning permission will normally be granted where the development: 

A: Is compatible in terms of type, scale, siting, design and materials with the existing 

character of the locality… 

C: Does not result in the loss of undeveloped land which in the opinion of the local planning 

authority is of particular significance to the form and character of the settlement;  

G: Can be provided with access to the necessary infrastructure and public services without 

causing unacceptable visual intrusion into the surrounding landscape… 

L: Incorporates suitable landscape treatment as an integral part of the planning of the 

development. 

2.6.10 Policy EV1: Design, states: 

Proposals for new development will be expected to pay particular attention to the following 

elements of design: 

(I) Existing site characteristics including landscape features and levels; 

(II) The relationship with adjoining land and buildings; 
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(III) The scale, density, layout, height, massing, landscape and materials in relation to the 

site and its surroundings; 

(IV) The appearance and treatment of the spaces between and around buildings. 

2.6.11 Policy EV8 covers Important Local Gaps. 4.23 explains (inter alia) that:  

There are examples, principally adjacent to Northampton and Banbury, where settlements 

are only separated from the urban area by small stretches of open land. As each settlement 

has its own identity it is important that development is restricted to prevent their 

coalescence. In this regard certain parts of the District require effective control over 

continuing development pressures affecting the attractive rural area. 

2.6.12 The part of the policy relevant to the site reads: 

In order to prevent the coalescence of settlements the Council will not permit development 

which would significantly intrude into the following Important Local Gaps as shown on the 

proposals maps: 

A) between the Northampton borough boundary and the nearby villages and hamlets of 

Harpole, Kislingbury, Rothersthorpe, Courteenhall, Milton Malsor, Preston Deanery, Little 

Houghton and Cogenhoe;…  

2.6.13 EV8 is not principally a landscape policy, but a local spatial policy. Although there is 

reference to the ‘attractive rural area’ there is no indication of any study that has 

assessed its value and identified any attractive attributes.  

2.6.14 The boundary of the Local Gap runs along the western, northern and part of the 

eastern edge of Milton Malsor, and includes the site.  

2.6.15 Saved policy EV21 addresses landscape features:  

Development proposals will be expected to retain wherever possible, or failing that to 

replace, trees, hedgerows, ponds or other landscape features where they make an 

important contribution to the character of the area. 

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy – December 2014 

2.6.16 Policy H1 – Housing Density and Mix and Type of Dwellings, which expects housing 

developments (inter alia) to make the most efficient use of land having regard to the 

following considerations: 

a) the location and setting of the site; and 

b) the existing character and density of the local area. 

2.6.17 Policy BN5 – The Historic Environment and Landscape deals mostly with heritage 

issues, but also has references to landscape:  
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In order to secure and enhance the significance of the area's heritage assets and their 

settings and landscapes, development in areas of landscape sensitivity and/ or known 

historic or heritage significance will be required to: 

1. sustain and enhance the heritage and landscape features which contribute to the 

character of the area including: 

a) conservation areas; 

b) significant historic landscapes including historic parkland, battlefields and ridge and 

furrow; 

c) the skyline and landscape settings of towns and villages; 

d) sites of known or potential heritage or historic significance; 

e) locally and nationally important buildings, structures and monuments… 

3. be sympathetic to locally distinctive landscape features, design styles and materials in 

order to contribute to a sense of place 

2.6.18 Policy S10 – Sustainable Development Principles, requires development to (inter alia): 

i) protect, conserve and enhance the natural and built environment and heritage assets and 

their settings; 

j) promote the creation of green infrastructure networks, enhance biodiversity and reduce 

the fragmentation of habitats. 

CONSERVATION AREAS  

2.6.19 Although the site is not within a Conservation Area, the nearest is in the village 

centre, 80m from the site at its nearest point.    

2.6.20 Collingtree Conservation Area lies approximately 1.1km to the east and the Grand 

Union Canal Conservation Area 1.2km to the west.  

LISTED BUILDINGS 

2.6.21 Listed Buildings within 1.5km of the site are shown on Figure L2: Landscape Planning 

Context. There are no Listed Buildings within or adjacent to the site. The nearest are 

Stockwell Farmhouse (Grade II), 80m south-west of the site and the Church of the Holy 

Cross (Grade II*) and associated chest tombs 230m south of the site. 

2.6.22 There are numerous other Listed Buildings within the Milton Malsor, Collingtree and 

Grand Union Canal Conservation Areas. 

2.6.23 The site is unlikely to be visible from Stockwell Farmhouse due to its orientation and 

the intervening development. However, the church spire is visible from the site in 

certain filtered views, as can be seen in Site Character Photograph A.   
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SCHEDULED MONUMENTS 

2.6.24 There are no Scheduled Monuments on the site or within the study area. 

REGISTERED PARKS AND GARDENS 

2.6.25 The site is not listed in the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens and there are no 

registered parks or gardens in the study area. 

OPEN ACCESS AREAS AND OPEN SPACE 

2.6.26 There are no Open Access Areas or Common Land within the study area. 

ANCIENT WOODLAND 

2.6.27 There is no Ancient Woodland on the site or within the study area.     

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 

2.6.28 Public rights of way are shown on Figure L2: Landscape Planning Context. None cross 

the site. Local footpath KX10 runs roughly west from the M1 to the railway, south of 

the site. To the west of the railway it divides into footpaths KX10 and KX12 to cross the 

field south-east of the site. To the north-west of the site, footpath KX1 runs to the east 

of the A5123 before crossing the M1.  

2.6.29 The Grand Union Canal Walk recreational route runs through the western edge of the 

study area, approximately 1.2km from the site.  

NATIONAL CYCLE NETWORK AND NATIONAL TRAILS 

2.6.30 The study area does not include any part of the National Cycle Network Route nor any 

National Trails.   

IMPORTANT LOCAL GAP 

2.6.31 The site is within an extensive area identified as an Important Local Gap (Policy EV8),, 

as shown on Figure L2. Local Plan policy relating to the Important Local Gap is 

summarised above. 

LOCALLY IMPORTANT LANDSCAPE AREA 

2.6.32 An area identified as a Locally Important Landscape Area, which includes large parts 

of Collingtree Park Golf Club, lies approximately 670m east of the site to the east of 

the M1 motorway 

STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS  

Rail Central and Northampton Gateway 
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2.6.33 Rail Central and Northampton Gateway are two proposed and adjacent Nationally 

Significant Infrastructure projects, to the south and south-east of Milton Malsor 

respectively, as shown on Figure L2.  

2.6.34 On the National Infrastructure Planning website, Rail Central is described as:  

 Demolition of existing buildings and structures;  

 An intermodal freight terminal with direct connections to the Northampton Loop 

Line, capable of accommodating trains of up to 775m long, including up to 3 gantry 

cranes, container storage, a train maintenance depot and facilities to transfer 

containers to Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV);  

 An express freight terminal with direct connections to the West Coast Main Line, 

capable of accommodating trains of up to 240m long, a freight platform with 

associated loading and unloading facilities;  

 Up to 702, 097 sq m (GEA) of rail connected and rail served warehousing and 

ancillary service buildings including a lorry park, terminal control building and bus 

terminal;  

 New road infrastructure including a new separated access point on the A43 (T), an 

internal site underpass (under Northampton Road); 

 Strategic landscaping and open space including alterations to public rights of way, 

the creation of new ecological enhancement areas and publicly accessible open 

areas, flood attenuation, and the partial diversion of the Milton Malsor brook; and 

 A comprehensive package of highways mitigation, including improvements to J15a 

of the M1. 

2.6.35 The applicant withdrew the application in October 2019 in order to improve the 

proposed package of highway enhancements and intends to submit a revised 

application.  

2.6.36 Rail Central has not been included as the baseline for this LVIA as it does not have 

consent, although its extent has been identified for context on Figures L2 and L5.  

2.6.37 On the National Infrastructure Planning website, Northampton Gateway is described 

as:  

 An intermodal freight terminal including container storage and HGV parking, with 

new rail sidings within the site to serve individual buildings;   

 Capability to provide a ‘rapid rail freight’ facility as part of the intermodal freight 

terminal;  

 Up to 6,000,000sq.ft / 557,418 sq.m. (gross internal area) of warehousing and 

ancillary buildings;   

 New road infrastructure and works to the existing road network, including 

provision of a new access and associated works to the A508, a new bypass to the 

village of Roade, and substantial improvements to Junction 15 of the M1;  

 Strategic landscaping and tree planting, including retained diverted public rights 

of way; and 
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 Earthworks and demolition of existing structures on-site. 

2.6.38 It was granted development consent in October 2019 and has been taken into 

account as part of the baseline for this LVIA.  

Northampton South Sustainable Urban Extension 

2.6.39 The Sustainable Urban Extension (SUE) shown on Figures L2 and L5 lies to the north-

east of the site, beyond the railway and immediately east of the M1. An application 

has been received for development of the first parcel of land for 349 dwellings.   

2.7 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

2.7.1 Figure L3: Landscape Character illustrates the published landscape character areas 

applicable to the site and surrounding area. 

2.7.2 Published sources describing landscape character at the National, and County level 

are: 

 National Character Area Profiles (Natural England, 2014); and 

 Current Landscape Character Assessment (Northamptonshire County Council, 

2006).  

NATIONAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER  

2.7.3 The National Character Area profiles produced by Natural England provide a non-

statutory and overarching classification of landscape character. 

2.7.4 The site is located within National Character Area 89: Northamptonshire Vales as 

shown on Figure L3: Landscape Character. Of the key characteristics of this NCA, the 

following relate to the site and its surroundings: 

 An open landscape of gently undulating clay ridges and valleys with occasional steep 

scarp slopes. There is an overall visual uniformity to the landscape and settlement 

pattern.  

 Mixed agricultural regime of arable and pasture, with arable land tending to be on the 

broader, flat river terraces and smaller pastures on the slopes of many minor valleys 

and on more undulating ground.  

 Relatively little woodland cover but with a timbered character derived largely from 

spinneys and copses on the ridges and more undulating land, and from waterside and 

hedgerow trees and hedgerows, though the density, height and pattern of hedgerows 

are varied throughout.  

 Frequent small towns and large villages often characterised by red brick buildings and 

attractive stone buildings in older village centres and eastern towns and villages. 

Frequent imposing spired churches are also characteristic, together with fine examples 

of individual historic buildings.  
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2.7.5 The Statements of Environmental Opportunity for this NCA include:  

SEO 2: Sustainably manage the soils, productive farming, woodlands, coverts and 

spinneys that contribute to the sense of place, maintaining viable long-term food 

production and protecting historical and cultural assets such as the ridge-and-furrow 

sites found in the Nene and Welland valleys, the historic parklands and the variety of 

field patterns. 

SEO 3: Plan ongoing strategic growth and development within the area so that it 

strengthens the sense of place and increases biodiversity, incorporating extended 

and restored hedgerow networks, open spaces and the conservation, management 

and promotion of geological features as part of green infrastructure planning. 

COUNTY LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENTS 

2.7.6 The Current Landscape Character Assessment (LCA), produced by Northamptonshire 

County Council, is one of three parallel assessments including the Biodiversity 

Character Assessment, and the Historic Landscape Character Assessment.  

2.7.7 In the LCA, the site is in the eastern part of Landscape Character Type 13: Undulating 

Hills and Valleys, of which the key characteristics relevant to the site and its context 

are:  

 Extensive undulating and productive rural landscape stretching across the west of the 

county; 

 cohesive and recognisable unity of character despite scale and extent… 

 mixed farming predominates across the landscape… 

 hedgerow trees, within the strong hedgerow network, contribute to the perception of a 

well treed landscape… 

 numerous villages linked by winding country lanes contribute to rural character. 

 communication routes and urban influences and infrastructure have, where present, 

eroded local rural landscape character… 

2.7.8 More specifically, the site falls within the eastern tip of Landscape Character Area 13b: 

Bugbrooke and Daventry which extends from the southern edge of Northampton to 

west of Daventry. The description for this area includes on pages 136 and 137:  

 Land cover in the area is a combination of both arable and pastoral farmland in 

fields of varying size… 

 There is, however, a predominance of improved pastures with grazing cattle and 

horses surrounding the settlements dispersed through the character area… 
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 A number of well treed field boundaries also contribute to the overall woodland 

cover and often emphasise the undulating landform… 

  Views along the undulations are generally long and open, although landform and 

vegetation frequently limit more extensive, panoramic views… 

 The landscape is well settled… Smaller settlements have both a linear and 

clustered form. 

2.7.9 The separate Current Landscape Character Strategy and Guidelines for the 

Undulating Hills and Valleys Landscape Character Type states at page 67: 

New development… should be controlled to conserve and enhance the balance of the rural 

elements that contribute to the intrinsic character of this productive agricultural landscape. 

In particular, the scale and pattern of the fields enclosed by a robust hedgerow network, the 

woodland mosaic, and village form and setting and their relationship with the undulating 

landform should be retained. Wherever possible, the distinctive and strong hedgerow 

network should remain intact, particularly where historic field patterns are evident, and 

conserved and managed to encourage species diversity and enhanced wildlife habitats… 

2.7.10 The Historic Landscape Character Assessment is a parallel assessment with the LCA. 

Milton Malsor is in type 6: Fragmented Parliamentary Enclosure, in Character Area 6a: 

Western Clay Uplands, described on p 83, including: 

The area comprises fieldscapes which are predominantly of parliamentary enclosure origin 

but have been fragmented by the presence of modern fields which have had their 

boundaries removed in the 20th century. The majority of the fields were enclosed under 

parliamentary act in the generation between 1760 and 1780, but a group of parishes in 

the southwest corner of the area were enclosed in the 19th century and some non- 

parliamentary enclosure occurred at the extreme west of the area.  This mixed origin means 

that there are few areas of regular layout surviving within the area.. 

2.7.11 None of the assessments take account of the consented Northampton Gateway 

scheme, or the Rail Central scheme which will be subject to a forthcoming inquiry. 

SENSITIVITY STUDIES  

2.7.12 The Northamptonshire Landscape Sensitivity and Green Infrastructure Study (NLSGIS) 

(Living Landscapes Consultancy for the River Nene Regional Park CIC, 2009) sets out 

at 1.22 that it has:  

…been prepared as a technical study and is based on a desktop review of various sources 

of information compiled by other agencies that focus on green infrastructure and 

landscape issues in and around Northampton. In addition to the desktop review that has 

been conducted, several site visits were undertaken between April and June 2008 to 

supplement the information available, and in particular to gather evidence in support of 

the landscape character and visual assessment analyses that form part of this assessment. 

The site visits were limited to the consideration of strategic issues, rather than detailed issues 

pertaining to individual sites. Further work would be required to assess visibility and 



 

16 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

Land at Lower Road, Milton Malsor 

 

character issues at the local scale as part of more detailed site-specific assessments such as 

those conducted as part of Environmental Impact Assessments for proposed new 

development. 

2.7.13 At 1.2.6: 

The strategic level conclusions expressed from this study still risk being interpreted as 

determining preferred potential sites or areas for development. Notwithstanding this risk, 

the conclusions from the exercise have identified areas that would be more, or less 

challenging for new development at a strategic scale, and for which further study would be 

required before any definitive judgment should be made. 

2.7.14 According to Figure 24 from the NLSGIS, whereas Milton Malsor village is shown as of 

medium Landscape and Visual Sensitivity within Area 3, the land just outside the 

north-eastern side of the village, where the site is located, is of low sensitivity, although 

there are no definitive boundaries between categories which merge one into another. 

It can be assumed that the site is in a medium to low sensitivity area, although the text 

does use such a categorisation for this part of Area 3. 

2.7.15 The Northamptonshire Urban Fringe Landscape Character and Sensitivity Study 

(NUFLCSS) (Chris Blandford Associates for Northampton Borough Council, 2018) 

states in the third paragraph of the Executive Summary that:  

The Study Area was drawn widely to incorporate not only landscapes and townscapes 

within Northampton Borough, but also encompasses rural landscapes within the 

neighbouring authority areas of Daventry District, Wellingborough Borough and South 

Northamptonshire District. This evidence was commissioned by Northampton Borough 

Council. It should not be considered to be a material consideration for planning 

applications relating to land outside Northampton. 

2.7.16 Milton Malsor is in Local Landscape Character Area 13g, Milton Malsor (i.e. the eastern 

part of County LCT 13: Undulating Hills and Valleys), which is given Medium High 

Landscape Sensitivity to development-led change, defined as:  

a landscape that has some important components or is an area that is of medium-high 

value, and has some limited tolerance of the changes that would result from development 

without undue negative consequences. 

2.7.17 It describes Milton Malsor as having a dense historic core around some minor roads, 

with more modern development to the north and east, and some modern infill. It 

states (at 2.5.50) that: 

Key features contributing to the character of Milton Malsor are the open pastures and 

paddocks. Two open green spaces, one which sits to the north of Rectory Lane, and one to 

the north of Collingtree Road, give the whole village a rural character despite its proximity 

to Northampton. 

2.7.18 The green spaces mentioned above do not form part of the site, are not adjacent to 

it and would not be directly affected by development on the site. 
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STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENTS AND LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

2.7.19 Of the three strategic developments shown on L2 and L5, only two, Northampton 

Gateway and the SUE, have planning permission. The SUE is at the periphery of LCA 

13b: Bugbrooke and Daventry and will occupy an area of land beyond the railway and 

M1, separated from the site by distance, topography, the railway line and linear 

vegetation along the M1. There is unlikely to be any intervisibility between the SUE and 

the site. 

2.7.20 Northampton Gateway lies to the south-east of the site, east of the railway and south 

of Collingtree Road. It will be constructed in areas partly excavated into the existing 

landform, supplemented by additional ground modelling and woodland planting. 

Consequently, it is unlikely that there would be any intervisibility.   

2.7.21 Both developments will change the character of those parts of 13b that they occupy.  

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER OF THE SITE  

2.7.22 The site comprises a largely featureless rectilinear and sloping field, with mainly 

trimmed boundary hedges to the north and west (as shown on Viewpoint 3) and 

sections of outgrown hedge along the eastern parts of the northern and southern 

boundaries (as shown on Site Character Photograph A and B respectively).  

2.7.23 The rear gardens and elevations of residential properties on the northern edge of 

Milton Malsor are partially screened by mature garden trees and shrubs. The site has 

no trees within it, and there are few trees in the boundary hedges. Owing to the low 

hedge along the northern boundary, the site is effectively open to the adjacent 

countryside, which has largely open fields with low boundaries. Although the site is 

pastureland, it displays none of the other key characteristics of LCA 13b, although its 

context includes the clustered village form.      

2.7.24 Attributes of the site which will be of relevance to the assessment of landscape value 

(as set out in Table 1.2 of the LVIA Methodology at Appendix D) include its landscape 

quality and scenic quality. 

2.7.25 Opportunities for enhancement of the site landscape and its wider context are set out 

in Section 3: Design and Mitigation. 

2.8 VISUAL ANALYSIS 

INTRODUCTION  

2.8.1 Typical views towards the site were assessed from publicly available viewpoints, and 

are illustrated by the panoramic photographs from Viewpoints 1- 6 in Appendix A. The 

location of these photograph viewpoints is shown on Figure L4: Viewpoint Location 

Plan. Site Character Photographs A and B illustrate the existing character of the site. 

The photographs were taken in April 2019 when there were few leaves on the trees 

and hedges and the screening function of the vegetation was limited.  
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2.8.2 Visual receptors (viewers) are people, and the site work showed that, in this case, the 

key receptor groups are motorists (Viewpoints 3, 4 and 5) and pedestrians (all 

viewpoints) using local roads and footpaths, and adjacent residents (Viewpoint 3). 

VIEWPOINTS  

2.8.3 There are no published or designated key views within the vicinity of the site, and the 

site does not fall within any designated key views. 

2.8.4 As a result of the desktop study and site work, representative viewpoints have been 

selected as shown on the Visual Effects Table at Appendix C. The baseline description 

for each viewpoint, including information about the type and relative numbers of 

people likely to be affected, is set out within the Visual Effects Table.  

2.8.5 Site work showed that the only publicly available views of the site comprise a number 

of local views (which are views under 0.5km away from the site boundary) and one 

medium distance view (0.5km to 1km away). No long-distance views (more than 1km 

away) were found. The site has limited visibility from the wider landscape, largely as a 

result of the relatively flat landform, the hedges on or adjacent to the site and in the 

wider landscape, and development around the edge of Milton Malsor.  

VALUE OF VIEWS 

2.8.6 The value attached to the views experienced has regard to a number of factors 

including recognition through planning designation or heritage assets and the 

popularity of the viewpoint. The Methodology at Appendix D sets out the criteria for 

determining the value of views, and their value is set out in the Visual Effects Tables in 

Appendix C. 
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3 DESIGN AND MITIGATION 

3.1 PRIMARY MITIGATION MEASURES  

3.1.1 Primary measures are developed through the iterative design process, and are those 

which have become integrated or embedded into the project/scheme design, such as 

site layout, retention of existing trees and hedges, use of appropriate materials or 

form, detailed design, colours and finishes, or incorporation of key views and vistas.  

3.1.2 The proposals defined by the Illustrative Layout:  

 retaining the northern part of the site as open space; and 

 retaining the boundary vegetation which contains the site and would provide 

some screening of the new development. 

3.1.3 The design has been informed by the policy requirements of NPPF and the Local Plan 

policies, in contributing to protecting and enhancing the natural environment and 

achieving well designed places. 

3.1.4 Standard construction and operational management practices are those for avoiding 

and reducing environmental effects, such as hoardings around buildings or tree 

protection fencing. Such measures would be detailed in a Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (CEMP). 

3.2 SECONDARY MITIGATION MEASURES 

3.2.1 Secondary mitigation measures are those proposed to address adverse effects which 

remain after primary measures and standard construction practices have been 

incorporated into the scheme. 

3.2.2 Landscape mitigation proposals are designed to minimise landscape and visual 

effects, integrate the proposed development into the landscape and to provide 

benefits to the wider landscape in accordance with the policy requirements of NPPF 

and the Local Plan policies. They would include a substantial amount of new planting, 

using locally indigenous species where appropriate, designed to provide a strong 

landscape framework and setting for the proposed development. However, it would 

not have the objective of providing a screen to the development through the use of 

dense woodland, which would be out of character. Instead it would integrate 

development with the existing edge of Milton Malsor, undeveloped parts of the site 

and surrounding countryside, and reduce its visual impact on local views by:  

 strengthening of hedgerows bordering the site with native species trees and 

hedgerow shrubs to encourage species diversity and enhanced wildlife habitats;  

 the addition of hedges, hedgerow trees and tree clumps or copses to enhance  

the landscape, sub-divide the open space to reflect the character of the greens 

around the church in the centre of the village, and help break up the development 
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in views from the north-west as well as reducing the sky lining effect  parallel with 

the railway;  

 new planting along the skyline to provide a backdrop to the development as well 

as provide a new horizon so that houses do not dominate the high ground; and    

 use of directional downlighting to minimise surplus light spill and careful location 

and alignment of light sources to minimise night-time visual effects. 

3.2.3 Detailed proposals will include a Landscape Management Plan to be agreed with the 

local authority as part of detailed design. A Landscape Management Plan would be 

put in place to ensure the ongoing maintenance, enhancement and stewardship of 

the landscape. 
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4 LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT

4.1 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

4.1.1 The proposal is for up to 65 dwellings and associated development such as roads and 

open spaces. 

4.2 SENSITIVITY OF LANDSCAPE RECEPTORS 

4.2.1 The criteria for determining landscape value are set out in Tables 1.1 and 1.2 of the 

LVIA Methodology at Appendix D.  

4.2.2 An assessment of the sensitivity of each receptor has been made by review of the 

susceptibility of the receptor to change in relation to the value attributed to that 

receptor, as summarised below, with reference to the Landscape Effects Tables at 

Appendix C: 

HIGH 

 None.  

MEDIUM  

 South Northamptonshire Landscape Character Type: Undulating Hills and 

Valleys;  

 Landscape Character of Site; and 

 Trees and Hedges on Site.   

LOW           

   None. 

4.3 SENSITIVITY OF VISUAL RECEPTORS 

4.3.1 The criteria for determining the value of views are set out in Table 1.6 of the LVIA 

Methodology at Appendix D.  

4.3.2 An assessment of the sensitivity of each receptor has been made by review of the 

susceptibility of the receptor to change in relation to the value attributed to the view, 

as summarised below, with reference to the Visual Effects Tables at Appendix C:           

 HIGH 

 None. 
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MEDIUM 

 Viewpoints 1-6: pedestrians; and 

 Viewpoint 3: residents. 

LOW  

 Viewpoint 3, 4 and 5: motorists.  

4.4 ASSESSMENT OF LANDSCAPE EFFECTS 

4.4.1 The proposal would achieve the sustainable objectives of the NPPF (paragraph 8) by 

producing a well-designed built environment with accessible open spaces and 

protecting and enhancing the natural environment, by retaining and improving the 

existing trees and hedges, and by recognising the intrinsic character of the 

countryside by the selection of the most appropriate land on the site for development, 

protecting and retaining the northern part as open space.   

4.4.2 It would achieve the objective of paragraph 98, concerning the protection and 

enhancement public rights of way and access, by adding links to the existing rights of 

way network. 

4.4.3 In accordance with Local Plan Policy G3, it could be provided with access to the 

necessary infrastructure and public services without causing unacceptable visual 

intrusion into the surrounding landscape, and it would incorporate suitable landscape 

treatment as an integral part of the planning of the development. 

4.4.4 In accordance with Local Plan Policy EV8, concerning Important Local Gaps, it is 

adjacent to existing development and would not significantly intrude into the gap 

between Northampton and Milton Malsor. Built development would extend a further 

95m or so north from the existing edge of settlement, with the remainder of the site 

becoming open space across its whole width, between 45m and 95m deep. The Local 

Gap in the vicinity of the site from the south-western part of the site on Lower Road, 

extends approximately 1km to the north and from the south-eastern part, 700m to 

the north and 600m to the east. With the proposals, the Local Gap would 

correspondingly reduce by about 95m in the south-west and 80m in the south-east 

where development is proposed in those areas.  

4.4.5 To the east, the development would extend some 60m from adjacent to the current 

edge of development leaving an open space of at least 60m up to the railway.  

4.4.6 In an appeal into the parcel of land immediately south-east of the site, the Inspector 

found that:  

…whilst the proposed development would represent an incremental erosion of the 

undeveloped land between the village and Northampton the railway line would be a 

defensible boundary to development. The Policy states that development which would 

significantly intrude into Important Local Gaps will not be permitted. The Officer’s report 

considers the proposal would not significantly intrude into the gap and I agree. The location 

of the proposal in this respect would not justify dismissal of the appeal. 
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(paragraph 32, Appeal Ref: APP/Z2830/A/12/2188768: Land off Stockwell Way, 

decision date 10 June 2013). 

4.4.7 Similarly, these proposals do not represent a significant incursion into the gap owing 

to the extensive open space provision to the north, with the railway forming a strong 

boundary to the east.   

4.4.8 The proposed development would result in changes to local landscape character, due 

to the change in land use of the site from an open field to housing enhanced by new 

planting and management. Although the consented SUE and Northampton Gateway 

result in changes to the underlying landscape character of the sites that they occupy, 

development of the site which is the subject of this LVIA would only marginally 

increase the loss of LCA 13b owing to the relative small area of the site to be 

developed compared with the remaining area of 13b.  

4.4.9 Character effects likely to occur on site are mostly predicted to be adverse.  

4.4.10 Full details of the landscape effects, including effects on the landscape resource and 

on landscape character, are set out in the Landscape Effects Table, at Appendix C. The 

following provides a summary of the effects, together with the reasons for them. 

4.4.11 There are no public rights of way, National Cycle Network routes, Listed Buildings, 

Scheduled Monuments or Ancient Woodland within the site; it is not within a 

Registered Park and Garden. Therefore, there would be no direct landscape effects 

on any of these. Effects on heritage receptors and ecological receptors are addressed 

in the heritage and ecology reports respectively.  

4.4.12 No landscape effects of Severe or Major Significance are predicted for any time period. 

LANDSCAPE EFFECTS DURING CONSTRUCTION 

4.4.13 It is anticipated that construction activities are likely to include the movement of 

vehicles and plant; erection and use of cranes, batching plant, materials storage, 

welfare facilities and offices. 

4.4.14 The effects on the published Landscape Character Type are predicted to be Not 

Significant, largely as a result of the relatively small size of the site in relation to the 

type and because few of the key characteristics would be affected.  

4.4.15 With regard to the character of the site, it would experience Moderately Significant 

adverse effects due to the disturbance caused by construction activities.  

4.4.16 Effects on trees and hedges on site are predicted to be Not Significant as very few 

would be impacted by construction.     

LANDSCAPE EFFECTS ON COMPLETION 

4.4.17 On completion, adverse landscape effects for the published Landscape Character 

Type and trees and hedges on the site remain as Not Significant.  
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4.4.18 Adverse effects of Moderate Significance remain for the landscape character of the 

site as, although construction activity would have ceased, the mitigation planting 

would not have matured sufficiently to reduce the magnitude of effects arising from 

the newly constructed buildings and access road.  

LANDSCAPE EFFECTS 15 YEARS AFTER COMPLETION 

4.4.19 15 years after completion, adverse landscape effects for the published Landscape 

Character Type and trees and hedges on the site remain as Not Significant.  

4.4.20 Landscape effects would reduce to Minor Significance for the landscape character of 

the site, as the proposed mitigation planting would be maturing and becoming 

effective by this stage.   

4.4.21 However, for trees and hedges on site, a beneficial effect of Moderate Significance has 

been assessed, as there would be substantially increased planting throughout the site, 

as well as management of existing trees and hedges for landscape and ecological 

objectives rather than agricultural objectives.   

4.5 ASSESSMENT OF VISUAL EFFECTS 

4.5.1 Full details of the predicted visual effects are set out in the Visual Effects Table, at 

Appendix C. The following provides a summary of the visual effects, together with the 

reasons for them. 

4.5.2 Overall, the largely flat landscape, combined with existing adjacent development and 

the hedges and occasional trees across the landscape, substantially reduce the 

potential visibility of the proposals. Viewpoints are on local roads and footpaths. The 

site is not visible from the Village Park, north of Collingtree Road.  

4.5.3 No visual effects of Severe or Major Significance are predicted for any time period.  

VISUAL EFFECTS DURING CONSTRUCTION 

4.5.4 It is anticipated that construction activities are likely to include the movement of 

vehicles and plant; erection and use of cranes, batching plant, materials storage, 

welfare facilities and offices. 

4.5.5 Effects of Moderate Significance are predicted for pedestrians and residents at 

Viewpoint 3, owing to the open view of construction activities close to the viewpoint.  

4.5.6 Effects of Minor Significance are predicted for pedestrians at Viewpoint 2, motorists 

at Viewpoint 3 as, although close to the site, it would be a fleeting view, and motorists 

and pedestrians at Viewpoint 4.  

4.5.7 All other visual effects for this period are assessed as Not Significant.        

VISUAL EFFECTS ON COMPLETION 

4.5.8 On completion, effects of Moderate Significance are predicted to remain for 

pedestrians and residents at Viewpoint 3 as, although construction activity would have 
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ceased, the mitigation planting would not have matured sufficiently to reduce the 

magnitude of effects arising from the newly constructed buildings and access road.  

4.5.9 Effects of Minor Significance are predicted to remain for pedestrians at Viewpoint 2, 

motorists at Viewpoint 3, and motorists and pedestrians at Viewpoint 4.  

4.5.10 All other effects for this period are assessed as Not Significant.      

VISUAL EFFECTS 15 YEARS AFTER COMPLETION 

4.5.11 Residual visual effects are those remaining 15 years after completion, when the 

proposed planting would have had the benefit of over 15 years’ establishment and 

would be up to 7-9m in height, depending on the species and their initial planting 

height.   

4.5.12 Visual effects for pedestrians and residents at Viewpoint 3 are predicted to reduce to 

Minor Significance, and for motorists to Not Significant, as the new planting would be 

mature and effective by this stage. 

4.5.13 All other effects are Not Significant.  

NIGHT-TIME VISUAL EFFECTS FOR ALL PERIODS 

4.5.14 Some construction works may be carried out in darkness during winter months, using 

artificial light sources. However, the effects would be minimised by good practice 

construction management, including restricted working hours and hoardings to 

screen ground level activities. 

4.5.15 On completion, the use of directional downlighting to minimise surplus light spill and 

the careful location and alignment of light sources, would minimise night-time visual 

effects.   

RAIL CENTRAL AND NORTHAMPTON GATEWAY  

4.5.16 As the revised application for Rail Central has not yet been submitted, it is not 

considered further here.  

4.5.17 Northampton Gateway has received consent. Its LVIA shows that the development will 

only affect a small part of LCA 13b and, when considered cumulatively with the Lower 

Road scheme, the additional effect would not be significant, as the Lower Road site is 

much smaller than that of Northampton Gateway.  

4.5.18 With the mitigation proposed as part of the scheme, the only part of the Northampton 

Gateway development that will be visible from the Lower Road site will be the 

earthworks provided to screen the operational area. It is unlikely that the two 

developments would be visible from the same viewpoint across the landscape.  
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5 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

5.1 LANDSCAPE EFFECTS 

5.1.1 Adverse landscape effects of Moderate Significance on the landscape character of the 

site are predicted during construction and on completion. However, with the maturing 

mitigation planting, these effects are expected to reduce to Minor Significance by 15 

years after completion. 

5.1.2 All other adverse landscape effects are assessed as Not Significant. 

5.1.3 When compared with the baseline, by Year 15 a Moderately Significant beneficial 

landscape effect is predicted for trees and hedges on the site, resulting from the 

substantial amount of new planting combined with the improved management of 

existing vegetation.  

5.2 VISUAL EFFECTS 

5.2.1 Of the six viewpoints, three of which have two or more receptor groups, adverse visual 

effects of Moderate Significance are predicted for pedestrians and residents at only 

Viewpoint 3, which is close to the site, during construction and on completion. 

However, these are predicted to reduce to Minor Significance after 15 years with the 

maturing mitigation planting. 

5.2.2 Similarly, adverse visual effects of Minor Significance on motorists at Viewpoint 3 

would reduce to Not Significant after 15 years. 

5.2.3 All other adverse visual effects are assessed as Not Significant. 

5.3 CONCLUSIONS 

5.3.1 The site has a framework of boundaries comprising mainly hedges, with the potential 

for enhancement and further strengthening of those boundaries, particularly with the 

addition of trees.  

5.3.2 Views of the development would be largely limited to local views, owing to the trees 

and hedges around the site, existing development within Milton Malsor and 

intervening vegetation in the surrounding area. 

5.3.3 This LVIA acknowledges that there would be changes, particularly to the landscape 

character of the site. However, adverse effects of the development would be 

minimised by the implementation of the proposed landscape strategy underpinned 

by a long-term Landscape Management Plan (LMP), which would ensure the retention 

and enhancement of the boundary vegetation and the successful establishment of 

the new planting, resulting in a beneficial effect for vegetation on the site. The LMP 

would also ensure that the existing vegetation of the site benefits from improved 

health and age diversity. 
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APPENDIX A: ILLUSTRATIVE LAYOUT  
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APPENDIX B: SITE CHARACTER AND 

VIEWPOINT PHOTOGRAPHS 
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Photographs taken on 5th April 2019

2020

Viewpoint 1: From footpath KX10 east of the site looking north-west 

Footpath KX10 entering 

tunnel below railway

Raynford House on 

Stockwell Way

Approximate position of eastern side of 

accomodation bridge crossing railway

Properties on Stockwell Way

Hedge on south-eastern boundary of site
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Lineside building on eastern side 

of railway

Extent of eastern boundary of site on far side of railway

Lower Road, Milton Malsor

Viewpoint 1
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Photographs taken on 5th April 2019

2020

Viewpoint 2: From footpath KX10 west of railway looking north-west 

Spire of Holy Cross Church
Single storey properties on 

Stockwell Way
Site beyond hedge

Footpath KX10 Footpath KX12

Viewpoint Location

Lower Road, Milton Malsor

Viewpoint 2
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Photographs taken on 5th April 2019
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Viewpoint 3: From Lower Road looking east, opposite Spring Farm

Spring Farm

Metal railings along railway

Hedge along northern boundary of site

Properties on Stockwell RoadSingle storey properties on Stockwell Way

Viewpoint Location

Lower Road, Milton Malsor

Viewpoint 3
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Photographs taken on 5th April 2019

2020

Viewpoint 4: From Towcester Road near the junction with Lower Road looking south-east 
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Spring Farm

Freight train on railway

Hedge along northern boundary of site

Properties on Lower RoadProperties on Stockwell Road on southern boundary of site
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Viewpoint 5: From further north along Towcester Road looking south-east 
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Photographs taken on 5th April 2019
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Viewpoint 6: From footpath KX1 east of the A43 looking south-east 
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Site Character Photograph A: From the north-eastern corner of the site looking south to south-west 
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Site Character Photograph B: From south-eastern corner of site looking north-west 
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Site Character Photograph B
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Terminology for Landscape Effect: 

 

   

Landscape Value: High, Medium, Low Duration: Long-term, Medium-term, Short-term 

Susceptibility to Change: High, Medium, Low Reversibility: Yes, within (timescale)/No 

Overall Sensitivity of Receptor: High, Medium, Low Overall Magnitude of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change 

Size/Scale of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change Nature of Effect: Adverse, Benefit, Neutral, Not Applicable, Direct, Indirect, 

Secondary 

Geographical Extent of Effect: (Descriptive) Significance: Significant, Moderately Significant, Not Significant 
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BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY CHANGE, MAGNITUDE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Landscape Character 
Area / Type, Designation 
or Features 

Baseline Description:  
(Key Defining Characteristics) 

Value of Landscape Character or 
Features, Susceptibility to Change; 
OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Description of Change Mitigation Size / scale, Geographical Extent and 
Duration / reversibility; 
OVERALL MAGNITUDE 

Nature of Effect SIGNIFICANCE 

Landscape Character  

South 

Northamptonshire 

Landscape Character 

Assessment 

 

LCT 13: Undulating Hills 

and Valleys 

 

LCA 13b: Bugbrooke 

and Daventry 

 

 
 
 
 

• Land cover in the area is a 

combination of both arable and 

pastoral farmland in fields of varying 

size. 

• There is, however, a predominance 

of improved pastures with grazing 

cattle and horses surrounding the 

settlements dispersed through the 

character area. 

• A number of well treed field 

boundaries also contribute to the 

overall woodland cover and often 

emphasise the undulating landform. 

•  Views along the undulations are 

generally long and open, although 

landform and vegetation frequently 

limit more extensive, panoramic 

views. 

• The landscape is well settled… 

Smaller settlements have both a 

linear and clustered form. 

 

Value of LCT: Medium/Local 

No landscape designations or 

particular attributes of value apply to 

LCT as a whole.  

 

Susceptibility to Change: Medium 

As little effect on key characteristics of 

LCT. 
 
 
OVERALL SENSITIVITY: MEDIUM 
 
 
 

 

During construction: 

Construction activities within the site. 

Site is a small element of the much 

larger landscape character type. The 

construction activities would result in 

loss of some localised tranquillity and 

pasture land.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good practice 

construction 

management, 

including hoardings to 

screen ground level 

activities. 

Protection of retained 

trees and hedges 

during construction 

through TPP and 

CEMP. 

 

 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

  

Geographical Extent: Limited to the site  

 

Duration: Short term 

 

Reversible: Yes. Construction equipment 

and compounds would be removed and 

activities completed  

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

Adverse Not Significant 

On completion: 

 

Site is a small element of the much 

larger landscape character type and the 

development would not alter the key 

characteristics of the LCT apart from the 

loss of some pasture land. The 

development would add to the clustered 

form of the village. 

 

Most boundary 

vegetation retained 

and used as a structure 

to contain  

development. 

Substantial new 

planting provides a 

new landscape 

framework 

implemented across 

the site.  

 

 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

  

Geographical Extent: Limited to the site. 

 

Duration: Long term 

 

Reversible:  No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

Adverse Not Significant 

15 Years after completion: 

Existing boundary vegetation managed 

and enhanced. Maturing new planting 

helps to integrate the development into 

the landscape, increasing woodland 

cover and lengths of hedges, and 

enhancing existing hedges to become 

well-treed.  

Site is a small element of the much 

larger landscape character type.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Long term Landscape  

Management Plan 

implemented. New 

planting maturing. 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

  

Geographical Extent: Limited to the site 

 

Duration: Long term 

 

Reversible: No  

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neutral Not Significant 
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Terminology for Landscape Effect: 

 

   

Landscape Value: High, Medium, Low Duration: Long-term, Medium-term, Short-term 

Susceptibility to Change: High, Medium, Low Reversibility: Yes, within (timescale)/No 

Overall Sensitivity of Receptor: High, Medium, Low Overall Magnitude of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change 

Size/Scale of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change Nature of Effect: Adverse, Benefit, Neutral, Not Applicable, Direct, Indirect, 

Secondary 

Geographical Extent of Effect: (Descriptive) Significance: Significant, Moderately Significant, Not Significant 
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BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY CHANGE, MAGNITUDE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Landscape Character 
Area / Type, Designation 
or Features 

Baseline Description:  
(Key Defining Characteristics) 

Value of Landscape Character or 
Features, Susceptibility to Change; 
OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Description of Change Mitigation Size / scale, Geographical Extent and 
Duration / reversibility; 
OVERALL MAGNITUDE 

Nature of Effect SIGNIFICANCE 

Landscape Character of 

the site  

 

• One rectilinear grazed field, 

generally sloping down to the west, 

enclosed by development to the west 

and south overlooking the site. 

 

• Largely featureless with clipped or 

outgrown boundary hedges with few 

trees. 

 

• Views out to the north and north-

west, above the boundary hedges, to 

the wider countryside and the edge 

of Northampton, although not 

publicly accessible. 

 

Value of Landscape: Low 

Undesignated.  

 

Similar in character to adjacent 

agricultural land with no factors that 

influence landscape value and 

affected by adjacent development.  

 

 

Susceptibility to Change: 

Medium 

As land use would change but 

hedgerow pattern would not be 

affected. 

 

 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY:  

MEDIUM 

 

 

 

 

 

During construction: 

Short section of hedge removed to allow 

access.   

Construction activities within the site 

would result in loss of some localised 

tranquillity and pasture land.  

 

Good practice 

construction 

management. 

Protection of retained 

trees and hedges 

during construction 

through TPP and 

CEMP. 

Size/Scale: Moderate 

 

Geographical Extent: Limited to site 

  

Duration: Short term 

 

Reversible: Yes. Construction equipment 

and compounds would be removed and 

activities completed  

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: MODERATE 

 

 

 

Adverse Moderate Significance 

 

 

On completion: 

Substantial new planting implemented. 

Loss of pasture land. Open space within 

the development allowing public access 

to views. 

Most boundary 

vegetation retained 

and used as a structure 

to contain  

development. 

Substantial new 

planting provides a 

new landscape 

framework 

implemented across 

the site.  

 

 

Size/Scale: Moderate 

 

Geographical Extent: Limited to site 

  

Duration: Long term 

 

Reversible: No  

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: MODERATE 

 

Adverse Moderate Significance 

 

 

15 Years after completion: 

 Existing boundary vegetation managed 

and enhanced. Maturing new planting 

helps to integrate the development into 

the landscape, increasing woodland 

cover and lengths of hedges, and 

enhancing existing hedges to become 

well-treed.  

 

Long term Landscape  

Management Plan 

implemented. New 

planting maturing. 

Size/Scale: Slight 

 

Geographical Extent: Limited to site 

  

Duration: Long term 

 

Reversible: No  

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: SLIGHT 

 

 

 

Adverse Minor Significance 
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Terminology for Landscape Effect: 

 

   

Landscape Value: High, Medium, Low Duration: Long-term, Medium-term, Short-term 

Susceptibility to Change: High, Medium, Low Reversibility: Yes, within (timescale)/No 

Overall Sensitivity of Receptor: High, Medium, Low Overall Magnitude of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change 

Size/Scale of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change Nature of Effect: Adverse, Benefit, Neutral, Not Applicable, Direct, Indirect, 

Secondary 

Geographical Extent of Effect: (Descriptive) Significance: Significant, Moderately Significant, Not Significant 
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BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY CHANGE, MAGNITUDE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Landscape Character 
Area / Type, Designation 
or Features 

Baseline Description:  
(Key Defining Characteristics) 

Value of Landscape Character or 
Features, Susceptibility to Change; 
OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Description of Change Mitigation Size / scale, Geographical Extent and 
Duration / reversibility; 
OVERALL MAGNITUDE 

Nature of Effect SIGNIFICANCE 

Trees and Hedges on 

the site 

 

• Predominantly hawthorn, clipped 

hedges 1.5m – 2.0m high with few 

trees, enclosing most of the northern 

and western boundaries of the field. 

 

• Six small trees and a small hawthorn 

group along the southern boundary. 

 

• Outgrown hawthorn and blackthorn 

hedge 4.5m high along eastern end 

of southern boundary. 

 

• All trees and hedges Category C. 

 

Value of Landscape Features: 

Medium 

As although of value to character of 

site, features are commonplace in the 

wider landscape. 

 

Susceptibility to Change: Low 

As areas of development largely avoid 

existing hedges and trees. 

 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY: MEDIUM 

During construction: 

Removal of a short length of hedge to 

allow access. 

 

Good practice 

construction 

management, 

including hoardings to 

screen ground level 

activities. 

Protection of retained 

trees and hedges 

during construction 

through TPP and 

CEMP. 

 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

As effects very limited. 

 

Geographical Extent: Local to site 

  

Duration: Short term 

 

Reversible: Yes  

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

Adverse Not Significant 

On completion: 

Most existing boundary vegetation 

retained and used as a structure to 

contain the development. 

 

Additional tree and hedge planting 

undertaken far in excess of losses as a 

result of development. 

Remedial tree work 

undertaken where 

necessary. 

Management plan and 

substantial 

replacement planting 

implemented on site.   

Size/Scale: Negligible 

As effects very limited. 

 

Geographical Extent: Local to site 

  

Duration: Long term 

 

Reversible: No  

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

Adverse Not Significant 

15 Years after completion: 

New planting maturing and becoming 

more effective. 

 

Long term Landscape  

Management Plan 

implemented. New on-

site planting maturing. 

Size/Scale: Moderate 

Replacement planting would exceed 

vegetation lost and management plan 

would ensure long term future of hedges 

and trees.  

 

Geographical Extent: Local to site 

  

Duration: Long term 

 

Reversibility: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: MODERATE 

 

Benefit Moderate Significance 
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Terminology for Visual Effect:  

 

   

Type of View: Glimpsed, Open, Oblique, Framed, Filtered Geographical Extent of Effect: (Descriptive) Abbreviations:  

Number of Viewers: Few, Moderate, Many Duration: Long-term, Medium-term, Short-term, Direct, Indirect LCA: County/District Landscape Character Area 

Value of Views: High, Medium, Low Reversibility: Yes, within (timescale)/No HLCA: Historic Landscape Character Area  

Susceptibility to Change: High, Medium, Low Overall Magnitude of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change AONB: Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Overall Sensitivity of Receptor: High, Medium, Low Nature of Effect: Adverse, Benefit, Neutral, Not Applicable, Direct, Indirect, Secondary AGLV: Area of Great Landscape Value  

Size/Scale of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change Significance: Significant, Moderately Significant, Not Significant  PROW: Public Rights of Way 
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Land at Lower Road, Milton Malsor_LVIA_2738 

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY CHANGE, MAGNITUDE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Viewpoint No. 

and Location 

Designation, 

Landscape Character 

Area and Approx. 

Distance to Site 

Boundary 

Description of Baseline View, 

Type of View, Receptor Groups and 

Number of Viewers 

Value of View, 

Susceptibility to Change; 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Description of Change to the View Mitigation Size / scale, Geographical Extent 

and Duration / reversibility; 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE 

Nature 

of 

Effect 

SIGNIFICANCE  

(for receptor group) 

Viewpoint 1: 

From footpath 

KX10 south-east 

of the site, 

looking north-

west.   

 

 

Designation: 

Public Right of Way 

(PROW) 

Undesignated landscape 

but within Important 

Local Gap  

 

Character Area: 

NCA 89:  

Northamptonshire Vales 

 

South Northamptonshire 

LCA: 

13. Undulating Hills and 

Valleys 

13b. Bugbrooke and 

Daventry. 

    

Distance: 185m 

Baseline Description: 

In this local view from public footpath 

KX10 east of the railway, the metal 

paling fences along the railway can be 

seen on the far side of the foreground 

field. Beyond that, the site is screened 

by the hedgerow along its south-

eastern boundary and the mature trees 

in the field to the south-east of the site; 

the railway fence also provides some 

screening. To the right of the view 

(north) the lineside building on the 

eastern side of the railway can be seen, 

and further north the position of the 

accommodation bridge is shown, 

beyond the north-eastern corner of the 

site. To the left of the view (south) 

houses on Stockwell Way are glimpsed 

through the trees and the entrance to 

the tunnel taking Footpath KX10 under 

the railway can be seen.  

Type of View: Filtered view.  

 

Receptor Groups and Number of 

Viewers: 

Few pedestrians.    

Value of View: Low 

As within undesignated 

landscape and not a popular 

viewpoint. 

 

Susceptibility to Change: 

Medium 

To pedestrians on local right of 

way 

 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY: 

Pedestrians: MEDIUM 

Construction:  

Views of construction activities on 

eastern part of site above railway 

fence and boundary vegetation. 

  

Good practice construction 

management, including hoardings 

to screen ground level activities. 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

Limited amount of construction 

activity visible 

Geographical Extent: Local to site 

and context 

Duration: Short term 

Reversible: Yes 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

Adverse Not Significant 

 

On completion: 

Views of upper parts of new buildings 

on eastern part of site may be visible 

above railway fence and boundary 

vegetation.  

Existing trees and hedges retained 

and used as a structure for 

development.  

 

New planting undertaken and 

existing hedges reinforced, 

although new planting not 

effective at this stage.  

Size/Scale: Negligible 

Limited amount of development 

visible 

Geographical Extent: Local to site 

and context 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

Adverse Not Significant 

 

15 Years after completion: 

Views of upper parts of new buildings, 

may be filtered by maturing new 

planting. 

Long term Landscape 

Management Plan implemented. 

New tree planting maturing. 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

Limited amount of development 

visible 

Geographical Extent: Local to site 

and context 

Duration: Long term 

 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

Adverse Not Significant 
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Terminology for Visual Effect:  

 

   

Type of View: Glimpsed, Open, Oblique, Framed, Filtered Geographical Extent of Effect: (Descriptive) Abbreviations:  

Number of Viewers: Few, Moderate, Many Duration: Long-term, Medium-term, Short-term, Direct, Indirect LCA: County/District Landscape Character Area 

Value of Views: High, Medium, Low Reversibility: Yes, within (timescale)/No HLCA: Historic Landscape Character Area  

Susceptibility to Change: High, Medium, Low Overall Magnitude of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change AONB: Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Overall Sensitivity of Receptor: High, Medium, Low Nature of Effect: Adverse, Benefit, Neutral, Not Applicable, Direct, Indirect, Secondary AGLV: Area of Great Landscape Value  

Size/Scale of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change Significance: Significant, Moderately Significant, Not Significant  PROW: Public Rights of Way 
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Land at Lower Road, Milton Malsor_LVIA_2738 

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY CHANGE, MAGNITUDE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Viewpoint No. 

and Location 

Designation, 

Landscape Character 

Area and Approx. 

Distance to Site 

Boundary 

Description of Baseline View, 

Type of View, Receptor Groups and 

Number of Viewers 

Value of View, 

Susceptibility to Change; 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Description of Change to the 

View 

Mitigation Size / scale, Geographical Extent and 

Duration / reversibility; 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE 

Nature 

of Effect 

SIGNIFICANCE 

(for receptor group) 

Viewpoint 2: 

From footpath 

KX10 west of the 

railway, looking 

north-west. 

 

 

Designation: 

PROW 

Undesignated landscape 

but within Important 

Local Gap  

 

NCA 89:  

Northamptonshire Vales 

 

South Northamptonshire 

LCA: 

13. Undulating Hills and 

Valleys 

13b. Bugbrooke and 

Daventry. 

 

Distance: 160m 

Baseline Description: 

In this local view from footpath KX10 on 

the western side of the railway, the field 

to the south-east of the site forms the 

foreground. The two footpaths, KX10 and 

KX12, are seen diverging to the west 

towards Stockwell Way. To the left 

(south) of footpath KX10 the spire of Holy 

Cross Church is visible filtered by winter 

trees. The backs of houses along 

Stockwell Way can be seen, interspersed 

with mature trees and other garden 

vegetation. To the right of the view, 

beyond the houses, is the copse of trees 

to the south of the site and the hedge 

along the site’s south-eastern boundary. 

A short gap at the eastern end of the 

hedge allows a glimpse into the eastern 

edge of the side, bounded by the railway 

fence line.  

Type of View: Filtered view. 

Receptor Groups and Number of 

Viewers: 

Few pedestrians.   

Value of View: Low 

As within undesignated 

landscape and not a popular 

viewpoint.  

 

Susceptibility to Change: 

Medium 

For pedestrians on local right 

of way. 

 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY: 

Pedestrians: MEDIUM 

 

Construction: 

Views of construction activities 

above boundary vegetation 

adjacent to copse. 

Good practice construction 

management, including hoardings 

to screen ground level activities. 

Size/Scale: Slight 

Limited amount of construction activity 

visible but closer view than from 

Viewpoint 1 

Geographical Extent: Local to site and 

setting 

Duration; Short term 

Reversible: Yes 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: SLIGHT 

Adverse Minor Significance 

 

On completion: 

Views of upper parts of new 

buildings above boundary 

vegetation. 

Existing trees and hedges 

retained, providing structure for 

development.  

 

New planting undertaken and 

existing hedges reinforced, 

although new planting not 

effective at this stage. 

Size/Scale: Slight 

Limited amount of development visible 

but closer view than from Viewpoint 1 

Geographical Extent: Local to site and 

setting 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: SLIGHT 

Adverse Minor Significance 

 

15 Years after completion: 

Possible views of upper parts of 

new buildings above boundary 

vegetation would be further 

filtered by maturing new 

planting. 

Long term Landscape 

Management Plan implemented. 

New tree planting maturing. 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

Effect reduced by maturing new 

vegetation 

Geographical Extent: Local to site and 

setting 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

Adverse Not Significant 
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Type of View: Glimpsed, Open, Oblique, Framed, Filtered Geographical Extent of Effect: (Descriptive) Abbreviations:  

Number of Viewers: Few, Moderate, Many Duration: Long-term, Medium-term, Short-term, Direct, Indirect LCA: County/District Landscape Character Area 

Value of Views: High, Medium, Low Reversibility: Yes, within (timescale)/No HLCA: Historic Landscape Character Area  

Susceptibility to Change: High, Medium, Low Overall Magnitude of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change AONB: Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
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Land at Lower Road, Milton Malsor_LVIA_2738 

BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY CHANGE, MAGNITUDE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Viewpoint No. 

and Location 

Designation, 

Landscape Character 

Area and Approx. 

Distance to Site 

Boundary 

Description of Baseline View, 

Type of View, Receptor Groups and 

Number of Viewers 

Value of View, 

Susceptibility to Change; 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Description of Change to the 

View 

Mitigation Size / scale, Geographical Extent 

and Duration / reversibility; 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE 

Nature of 

Effect 

SIGNIFICANCE 

(for receptor group) 

Viewpoint 3: 

From Lower Road 

looking east, 

opposite Spring 

Farm. 

 

Designation: 

Undesignated landscape 

but within Important 

Local Gap  

 

NCA 89:  

Northamptonshire Vales 

 

South Northamptonshire 

LCA: 

13. Undulating Hills and 

Valleys 

13b. Bugbrooke and 

Daventry. 

 

 

Distance: 95m 

Baseline Description: 

In this local view from Lower Road, the 

site is clearly seen as an open grass field 

beyond the relatively low (1.5m) 

hawthorn hedge along its northern 

boundary. The western end of the site is 

enclosed by a slightly higher (2.0m) 

hawthorn hedge along Lower Road. 

Beyond the western end of the site, two 

storey houses on Stockwell Road can be 

seen, to the left (east) of which are single 

storey properties on Stockwell Way. To 

the left of the houses the eastern part of 

the site can be seen, bounded by metal 

railings along the railway.   

This would be a fleeting view for 

motorists travelling along Lower Road. 

Type of View: Open view. 

Receptor Groups and Number of 

Viewers: 

Moderate number of motorists. 

Few pedestrians.  

Few residents. 

Value of View: Low 

As within undesignated 

landscape and not a popular 

viewpoint.  

 

Susceptibility to Change: 

Low for motorists  

Medium for pedestrians  

High for residents 

 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY: 

Motorists: LOW 

Pedestrians: MEDIUM 

Residents: MEDIUM 

Construction: 

Construction activities clearly 

visible. 

Good practice construction 

management, including hoardings 

to screen ground level activities. 

Size/Scale: Moderate 

Open view of site 

Geographical Extent: Local to site 

and context 

Duration: Short term 

Reversible: Yes 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: MODERATE 

 

Adverse Motorists: 

Minor Significance 

 

Pedestrians: 

Moderate Significance 

 

Residents: 

Moderate Significance 

On completion: 

New buildings clearly visible 

above boundary vegetation. 

Existing boundary vegetation 

retained, providing structure for 

development.  

 

New planting undertaken and 

existing hedges reinforced, 

although new planting not 

effective at this stage. 

Size/Scale: Moderate 

Open view of site 

Geographical Extent: Local to site 

and context 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: MODERATE  

 

Adverse Motorists: 

Minor Significance 

 

Pedestrians: 

Moderate Significance 

 

Residents: 

Moderate Significance 

 

15 Years after completion: 

Views of new buildings above 

boundary vegetation may be 

filtered by maturing new 

planting. 

Long term Landscape 

Management Plan implemented. 

New tree planting maturing. 

Size/Scale: Slight 

Effect reduced by maturing new 

vegetation 

Geographical Extent: Local to site 

and context 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: SLIGHT 

 

 

Adverse Motorists: 

Not Significant 

 

Pedestrians: 

Minor Significance 

 

Residents: 

Minor Significance 
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Terminology for Visual Effect:  

 

   

Type of View: Glimpsed, Open, Oblique, Framed, Filtered Geographical Extent of Effect: (Descriptive) Abbreviations:  

Number of Viewers: Few, Moderate, Many Duration: Long-term, Medium-term, Short-term, Direct, Indirect LCA: County/District Landscape Character Area 

Value of Views: High, Medium, Low Reversibility: Yes, within (timescale)/No HLCA: Historic Landscape Character Area  

Susceptibility to Change: High, Medium, Low Overall Magnitude of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change AONB: Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Overall Sensitivity of Receptor: High, Medium, Low Nature of Effect: Adverse, Benefit, Neutral, Not Applicable, Direct, Indirect, Secondary AGLV: Area of Great Landscape Value  

Size/Scale of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change Significance: Significant, Moderately Significant, Not Significant  PROW: Public Rights of Way 
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BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY CHANGE, MAGNITUDE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Viewpoint No. 

and Location 

Designation, Landscape 

Character Area and 

Approx. Distance to 

Site Boundary 

Description of Baseline View, 

Type of View, Receptor Groups and 

Number of Viewers 

Value of View, 

Susceptibility to Change; 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Description of Change to the 

View 

Mitigation Size / scale, Geographical Extent 

and Duration / reversibility; 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE 

Nature of 

Effect 

SIGNIFICANCE 

(for receptor group) 

Viewpoint 4: 

From Towcester 

Road near the 

junction with 

Lower Road 

looking south-

east. 

Designation: 

Undesignated landscape 

but within Important 

Local Gap  

 

 

NCA 89:  

Northamptonshire Vales 

 

South Northamptonshire 

LCA: 

13. Undulating Hills and 

Valleys 

13b. Bugbrooke and 

Daventry. 

 

 

Distance: 235m  

Baseline Description: 

From this local viewpoint, near the 

junction of Lower Road and Towcester 

Road, the large open field west of Spring 

Farm is seen in the foreground above the 

clipped roadside hedge. Most of the 

hedge along the site’s northern 

boundary can be seen, beyond which the 

eastern and central parts of the site 

appear as a narrow grass strip. The 

western part of the site is partly 

obscured by Spring Farm (house). 

However, to the south of the site 

properties on Stockwell Way and 

Stockwell Road are visible above 

intervening vegetation.   

 

This would be a fleeting view for 

motorists travelling along Towcester 

Road. 

Type of View: Filtered, partly screened 

view 

Receptor Groups and Number of 

Viewers: 

Moderate number of motorists. 

Few pedestrians.   

 

Value of View: Low 

As within undesignated 

landscape and not a popular 

viewpoint.  

 

Susceptibility to Change: 

Low for motorists  

Medium for pedestrians  

 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY: 

Motorists: LOW 

Pedestrians: MEDIUM 

 

Construction: 

Views of construction activities 

above boundary vegetation and 

partly obscured by Spring Farm. 

Good practice construction 

management, including hoardings 

to screen ground level activities. 

Size/Scale: Slight 

Geographical Extent: Local to 

viewpoint 

Duration: Short term 

Reversible: Yes 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: SLIGHT  

 

 

Adverse Motorists 

Minor Significance 

 

Pedestrians 

Minor Significance 

On completion: 

New buildings visible above 

boundary vegetation, partly 

obscured by Spring Farm.  

Existing trees and hedges retained 

and used as a structure for 

development. 

  

New planting undertaken and 

existing hedges reinforced, 

although new planting not 

effective at this stage. 

Size/Scale: Slight 

Geographical Extent: Local to 

viewpoint 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: SLIGHT  

 

 

Adverse Motorists 

Minor Significance 

 

Pedestrians 

Minor Significance 

15 Years after completion: 

Views of new buildings above 

boundary vegetation, partly 

obscured by Spring Farm, filtered 

by maturing new planting. 

Long term Landscape 

Management Plan implemented. 

New tree planting maturing. 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

Geographical Extent: Local to 

viewpoint 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

Adverse Motorists 

Not Significant 

 

Pedestrians 

Not Significant 
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Terminology for Visual Effect:  

 

   

Type of View: Glimpsed, Open, Oblique, Framed, Filtered Geographical Extent of Effect: (Descriptive) Abbreviations:  

Number of Viewers: Few, Moderate, Many Duration: Long-term, Medium-term, Short-term, Direct, Indirect LCA: County/District Landscape Character Area 

Value of Views: High, Medium, Low Reversibility: Yes, within (timescale)/No HLCA: Historic Landscape Character Area  

Susceptibility to Change: High, Medium, Low Overall Magnitude of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change AONB: Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Overall Sensitivity of Receptor: High, Medium, Low Nature of Effect: Adverse, Benefit, Neutral, Not Applicable, Direct, Indirect, Secondary AGLV: Area of Great Landscape Value  

Size/Scale of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change Significance: Significant, Moderately Significant, Not Significant  PROW: Public Rights of Way 
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BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY CHANGE, MAGNITUDE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Viewpoint No. 

and Location 

Designation, 

Landscape Character 

Area and Approx. 

Distance to Site 

Boundary 

Description of Baseline View, 

Type of View, Receptor Groups and 

Number of Viewers 

Value of View, 

Susceptibility to Change; 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Description of Change to the 

View 

Mitigation Size / scale, Geographical Extent 

and Duration / reversibility; 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE 

Nature of 

Effect 

SIGNIFICANCE 

(for receptor group) 

Viewpoint 5: 

From further 

north along 

Towcester Road, 

looking south-

east. 

 

Designation: 

Undesignated landscape 

but within Important 

Local Gap  

 

NCA 89:  

Northamptonshire Vales 

 

South Northamptonshire 

LCA: 

13. Undulating Hills and 

Valleys 

13b. Bugbrooke and 

Daventry. 

 

Distance: 490m   

Baseline Description: 

In this local view from further north along 

Towcester Road, the group of agricultural 

buildings at Spring Farm are seen on the 

far side of the fields in the middle 

ground, to the right (west) of which the 

spire of Holy Cross Church is visible. 

Further right in the view, houses on 

Stockwell Road can be seen on the 

southern boundary of the site and then 

houses on Lower Road west of the site. 

The site is almost completely screened in 

this view by intervening vegetation and 

the farm buildings.  

This would be a fleeting view for 

motorists travelling along Towcester 

Road. 

Type of View: Filtered, partly screened 

view 

Receptor Groups and Number of 

Viewers: 

Moderate number of motorists.  

Few pedestrians.  

Value of View: Low 

As within undesignated 

landscape and not a popular 

viewpoint.  

 

Susceptibility to Change: 

Low for motorists  

Medium for pedestrians  

 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY: 

Motorists: LOW 

Pedestrians: MEDIUM 

 

Construction: 

Construction activities may be 

visible above intervening 

vegetation, but partly obscured by 

Spring Farm.    

Good practice construction 

management, including 

hoardings to screen ground level 

activities. 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

Owing to distance and intervening 

vegetation and buildings 

Geographical Extent: Local to 

viewpoint 

Duration: Short term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

Adverse Motorists: 

Not Significant 

 

Pedestrians: 

Not Significant 

 

On completion: 

New buildings may be visible 

above intervening vegetation, but 

partly obscured by Spring Farm.    

Existing trees and hedges 

retained and used as a structure 

for development.  

 

New planting undertaken and 

existing hedges reinforced, 

although new planting not 

effective at this stage. 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

Owing to distance and intervening 

vegetation and buildings 

Geographical Extent: Local to 

viewpoint 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

Adverse Motorists: 

Not Significant 

 

Pedestrians: 

Not Significant 

 

15 Years after completion: 

Possible views of new buildings 

above boundary vegetation, partly 

obscured by Spring Farm, further 

filtered by maturing new planting. 

Long term Landscape 

Management Plan implemented. 

New tree planting maturing. 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

Geographical Extent: Local to 

viewpoint 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

Adverse Motorists: 

Not Significant 

 

Pedestrians: 

Not Significant 
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Terminology for Visual Effect:  

 

   

Type of View: Glimpsed, Open, Oblique, Framed, Filtered Geographical Extent of Effect: (Descriptive) Abbreviations:  

Number of Viewers: Few, Moderate, Many Duration: Long-term, Medium-term, Short-term, Direct, Indirect LCA: County/District Landscape Character Area 

Value of Views: High, Medium, Low Reversibility: Yes, within (timescale)/No HLCA: Historic Landscape Character Area  

Susceptibility to Change: High, Medium, Low Overall Magnitude of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change AONB: Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Overall Sensitivity of Receptor: High, Medium, Low Nature of Effect: Adverse, Benefit, Neutral, Not Applicable, Direct, Indirect, Secondary AGLV: Area of Great Landscape Value  

Size/Scale of Effect: Major, Moderate, Slight, Negligible, Neutral, No Change Significance: Significant, Moderately Significant, Not Significant  PROW: Public Rights of Way 
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BASELINE AND SENSITIVITY CHANGE, MAGNITUDE AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Viewpoint No. 

and Location 

Designation, 

Landscape Character 

Area and Approx. 

Distance to Site 

Boundary 

Description of Baseline View, 

Type of View, Receptor Groups and 

Number of Viewers 

Value of View, 

Susceptibility to Change; 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Description of Change to the View Mitigation Size / scale, Geographical Extent and 

Duration / reversibility; 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE 

Nature of 

Effect 

SIGNIFICANCE 

(for receptor group) 

Viewpoint 6: 

From footpath 

KX1 east of the 

A43 looking 

south-east. 

Designation: 

PROW 

Undesignated landscape 

but within Important 

Local Gap  

 

NCA 89:  

Northamptonshire Vales 

 

South Northamptonshire 

LCA: 

13. Undulating Hills and 

Valleys 

13b. Bugbrooke and 

Daventry. 

 

Distance: 1.02km 

Baseline Description: 

From this medium distance viewpoint, 

the view towards the site is heavily 

filtered by intervening vegetation. Spring 

Farm can be seen, and the single storey 

houses on Stockwell Way are just 

discernible. The hedge along the 

northern site boundary is visible beyond 

which part of the site appears as a green 

strip.   

Type of View: Heavily filtered, partly 

screened view. 

Receptor Groups and Number of 

Viewers: 

Few pedestrians. 

Value of View: Low 

As within undesignated 

landscape and not a popular 

viewpoint.  

 

Susceptibility to Change: 

Medium for pedestrians as 

on local public right of way 

 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY: 

Pedestrians: MEDIUM 

 

Construction: 

Construction activities may be just 

discernible above intervening 

vegetation, but filtered by mature 

trees. 

Good practice construction 

management, including 

hoardings to screen 

ground level activities. 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

Owing to distance and intervening 

vegetation and buildings 

Geographical Extent: Local to viewpoint 

Duration: Short term  

Reversible: Yes 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

Adverse Not Significant 

 

On completion: 

New buildings likely to be visible above 

intervening vegetation, but filtered by 

mature trees.   

 

Existing trees and hedges 

retained and used as a 

structure for development.  

 

New planting undertaken 

and existing hedges 

reinforced, although new 

planting not effective at 

this stage. 

Size/Scale: Negligible 

Owing to distance and intervening 

vegetation and buildings 

Geographical Extent: Local to viewpoint 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

Adverse Not Significant 

 

15 Years after completion: 

Possible views of new buildings above 

intervening vegetation, filtered by 

mature trees and further filtered by 

maturing new planting.   

 

Long term Landscape 

Management Plan 

implemented. New tree 

planting maturing. 

Size/Scale:  

Geographical Extent: Local to viewpoint 

Duration: Long term 

Reversible: No 

 

OVERALL MAGNITUDE: NEGLIGIBLE 

 

 

 

Adverse Not Significant 
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1 METHODOLOGY 

1.1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1.1 The methodology used by Viridian Landscape Planning for Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment (LVIA) is based on professional experience, the Landscape 

Institute / Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment ‘Guidelines for 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’ (3rd Edition, 2013). 

1.1.2 The assessment of landscape and visual effects aims to be as objective as possible, 

however professional judgements are required to be made, as the Guidelines for 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd Edition, 2013) explains in paragraph 

2.23, page 21: 

‘Professional judgement is a very important part of LVIA. Whilst there is some scope for 

quantitive measurement of some relatively objective matters, for example the number of 

trees lost to construction… much of the assessment must rely on qualitative judgements, for 

example about what effect the introduction of a new development of land use change may 

have on visual amenity, or about the significance of change in the character in the 

landscape and whether it is positive or negative.’ 

1.1.3 The LVIA includes Landscape and Visual Impact tables which set out the predicted 

effects on landscape (including landscape character) and people’s views/visual 

amenity, as separate assessment components.  

1.1.4 The assessment of landscape and visual effects makes comparison with the baseline 

year of 2019, and  includes assessment during construction, on completion of the 

development and 15 years after completion.  

1.2 BASELINE DATA FOR THE LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT 

1.2.1 A data trawl was undertaken as part of the LVIA, which established the baseline 

landscape and landscape character information, including topography, landscape 

planning designations and published sources of landscape character.  

1.2.2 Sources of information for the data trawl are set out in the LVIA. 

1.3 SITE APPRAISAL AND PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD 

1.3.1 The site and surrounding area were visited in April 2019 and a photographic record 

undertaken of the selected assessment viewpoints, in order to: 

a. Determine the extent of visibility of existing built structures; 

b. Determine the visibility of the proposed development; 
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c. Gain further understanding of the components which create the landscape 

character; and 

d. Carry out the assessment of landscape and visual effects. 

1.4 PHOTOGRAPHY 

1.4.1 The Landscape Institute ‘Advice Note 01/11: Photography and photomontage in 

landscape and visual impact assessment,’ was referenced for guidance on the use of 

the camera and photography. 

1.4.2 Photographs included in the assessment were taken when conducting the site survey 

using a full frame Canon EOS 6D DSLR camera with a Canon EF 50mm f/1.8 fixed lens 

and in portrait format. The camera was positioned at 1.5m above ground level, unless 

otherwise specified (such as a hedge, tree or other obstruction in the view).  

1.4.3 GPS co-ordinates and height data (AOD), using a built-in GPS device were taken at 

every photographic viewpoint location, and were verified by checking against aerial 

photography. 

1.4.4 The series of overlapping photographs were taken, with each photographic frame 

overlapping between 30-50% and stitched together using Adobe Photoshop software 

to provide panoramic views. 

1.4.5 A number of viewpoints from which the proposed development may be visible were 

selected, and photographs were taken on 5 April in dry and overcast weather 

conditions, with reasonable visibility. Each viewpoint is illustrated as an annotated 

panoramic photograph.  

1.5 ASSESSMENT STAGES  

1.5.1 A three-stage process was undertaken, in accordance with the Landscape 

Institute/Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment guidelines. The 

following were assessed: 

i. the nature of receptors (sensitivity); 

ii. the nature of effects (magnitude) likely to result from the proposed development; 

and  

iii. the significance of the identified landscape and visual effects on receptors, as 

required by the European Union Directive 2011/92/EU and UK Country 

Regulations. 

1.6 DURATION OF EFFECTS 

1.6.1 Effects may be temporary, permanent or reversible over time. The following 

terminology was used to describe the duration of landscape and visual effects arising 

as a result of the development proposals: 
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a. Short term:  less than 1 year; 

b. Medium term:             1-15 years; and 

c. Long term:  longer than 15years. 

1.7 NATURE OF EFFECTS 

1.7.1 The nature of effects may be positive (beneficial) or negative (adverse) and direct or 

indirect. Direct effects are those which result directly from the development; whereas 

indirect, or secondary, effects may arise as a consequential change resulting from the 

development, for example: changes to offsite and downstream vegetation as a result 

of alterations to a drainage regime. 

1.8 ASSESSMENT OF LANDSCAPE EFFECTS 

1.8.1 This assesses how the proposed development will affect the landscape components 

of the site (the ‘landscape fabric’, for example: landform, land use, hedgerows and 

trees, public rights of way, ponds or other features), and the key characteristics which 

contribute to its distinctive character (the ‘landscape character’).  

1.8.2 A methodical consideration of each effect upon each identified landscape receptor 

was undertaken, in order to determine the significance of effects, in terms of: 

a. Value and susceptibility to change (sensitivity of the landscape receptor); and 

b. Size / scale, extent, duration and reversibility (magnitude of the landscape effect). 

SENSITIVITY OF LANDSCAPE RECEPTORS 

1.8.3 The assessment of landscape receptor sensitivity combines judgements on the value 

attributed to the landscape receptor and the ‘susceptibility to change’ of the receptor 

to the specific type of development proposed. 

1.8.4 The value of potentially affected landscape receptors was assessed, including 

landscape character and the elements or features which contribute to that landscape 

character. Landscapes may be valued at community, local, national or international 

levels. Existing landscape designations will be taken as the starting point for the 

assessment, and the value of undesignated landscapes will also be assessed. 

1.8.5 Table 1.1 sets out the relative importance of generic landscape designations and 

descriptions, identifying those designations applicable to the site and study area in 

the third column: 
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Table 1.1: Landscape Designations 

Typical Designation Description Importance 

(Value) 

Actual Designation 

Applicable to the Site and 

Surrounding Area 

World Heritage Site Unique sites, features 

or areas of 

international 

importance with 

settings of very high 

quality. 

International 

(High) 

None 

National Park, 

AONB, 

Conservation Area, 

curtilage of Grade I, 

II* and II Listed 

Buildings, 

Registered Parks 

and Gardens of 

Special Historic 

Interest, Scheduled 

Monuments, 

Ancient Woodland 

Sites, features or areas 

of national importance 

with settings of high 

quality. 

National 

(High) 

Conservation Areas 

Milton Malsor (80m S) 

Collingtree (1.1km E) 

Grand Union Canal (1.2km 

W) 

 

Listed Buildings (within 1km) 

Grade II: Stockwell 

Farmhouse (80m SW) 

Grade II*: Church of the 

Holy Cross (230m S) 

Many others in Milton 

Malsor Conservation Area 

 

Special Landscape 

Areas, Areas of 

Great Landscape 

Value, Long 

distance footpaths 

Sites, features or areas 

of regional importance 

with intact character. 

Regional 

(High/ 

Medium) 

Grand Union Canal Walk 

(1.2km W) 

Areas of Local 

Landscape 

Importance, 

Designated Public 

Open Space, Tree 

Preservation 

Orders (TPO) 

Sites, features or areas 

of district importance. 

District 

(Medium or 

Low) 

Locally Important Landscape 

Area 

Collingtree Park Golf Club 

(670m E) 

 

 

Probably no 

designation, local 

public right of way 

General countryside 

area valued at the local 

level. 

Local 

(Medium/ or 

Low) 

Public rights of way in 

vicinity. 

 

1.8.6 Other factors which may influence landscape value are set out in Table 1.2, below: 
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Table 1.2: Factors Which Influence Landscape Value  

Attribute Criteria 

Landscape Quality Intactness or physical condition of the landscape or of the individual 

elements which contribute to landscape character. 

Sense of Place Aesthetic and perceptual qualities which create distinctiveness. 

Scenic Quality General appeal of the landscape to the senses. 

Rarity Rarity of landscape character areas, types or features. 

Representativeness Particular characteristic/feature/element considered an important 

example. 

Cultural Interest The presence of wildlife or cultural heritage interest which contributes 

positively to the landscape.  

Recreation Value Evidence that the landscape experience forms an important part of 

recreational activity, e.g. as established in guidebooks.  

Associations Relevant associations with notable figures, such as writers or artists, or 

events in history that contribute to landscape value. 

 

1.8.7 Where appropriate, key individual components of the landscape, including particular 

features, notable aesthetic and perceptual qualities, were considered in terms of 

importance in their own right, including whether or not they can realistically be 

replaced. They were also judged on their contribution to the overall character and 

value of the wider landscape. For example, an intact landscape in good condition, 

where scenic quality, tranquillity, and/or cultural heritage features make a particular 

contribution to the landscape, or where there are important historical associations, is 

likely to be highly valued. Conversely, a degraded landscape in poor condition, with no 

particular scenic qualities or cultural interest is likely to be considered as low 

landscape value. 

1.8.8 Susceptibility of landscape receptors to change arising from the proposed 

development was based upon the following criteria: 

Table 1.3: Landscape Receptor Susceptibility to Change 

Susceptibility Criteria 

High Little ability to accommodate the proposed development without undue 

consequences for the maintenance of the baseline landscape and/or the 

achievement of landscape planning policies and strategies. 

Medium Some ability to accommodate the proposed development without undue 

consequences for the maintenance of the baseline landscape and/or the 

achievement of landscape planning policies and strategies. 
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Susceptibility Criteria 

Low Substantial ability to accommodate the proposed development without 

undue consequences for the maintenance of the baseline landscape 

and/or the achievement of landscape planning policies and strategies. 

1.8.9 An overall assessment of sensitivity was made for each landscape receptor, based on 

a combined judgement of the above criteria, using the following typical scales: 

Table 1.4:  Landscape Sensitivity 

Landscape 

Sensitivity 
Description 

High An area possessing a particularly distinctive sense of place and character, 

and / or attributes which make a particular contribution to the landscape or 

landscape character, for example: 

• in good condition; 

• highly valued for its scenic quality; 

• highly valued for its landscape character;  

• an area with a low tolerance to change of the type proposed; 

• cultural heritage features or walks with cultural associations; 

• valued for contribution to recreational activity; 

• important cultural or historic associations; 

• irreplaceable landscape features or character; 

• part of a long distance footpath. 

Medium An area with a clearly defined sense of place and character, and / or 

attributes which contribute to the landscape or landscape character, such 

as: 

• in moderate condition; 

• some scenic quality valued at a local or regional level; 

• landscape character intact and valued at a local or regional level;  

• an area with partial tolerance to change of the type proposed; 

• may be undesignated landscape. 

Low An area with a weak sense of place or poorly defined character, and / or 

attributes which make a contribution to the landscape or landscape 

character, such as: 

• in poor condition; 

• no particular scenic qualities; 

• disjointed or weak landscape character;  

• contains a high level of discordant or detracting features; 
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• no cultural interest; 

• an area that is tolerant of substantial change of the type proposed; 

• undesignated landscape; 

• a degraded landscape; 

• strongly influenced by detracting land uses and buildings. 

MAGNITUDE OF LANDSCAPE EFFECTS 

1.8.10 Development proposals can create either beneficial or adverse effects upon the 

landscape. However, the evaluation of the architectural design and appearance of 

buildings is a subjective issue, and one which does not form part of the LVIA. The 

assessment of landscape and visual effects is based on the scale and massing of 

proposed development and the consequential effects upon landscape, landscape 

character and people’s views and visual amenity. 

1.8.11 The magnitude of a landscape effect was assessed in terms of its size or scale, the 

geographical extent of the area influenced and its duration and degree of reversibility.  

1.8.12 The size or scale of change in the landscape relates to the loss or addition of features 

in the landscape which are likely to result from the proposed development, and takes 

into account: 

a. The extent/proportion of landscape elements that are lost or added; 

b. The contribution of those elements to landscape character and the degree to 

which aesthetic/perceptual aspects are altered; and 

c. Whether the effect is likely to change the key characteristics of the landscape, 

which are critical to its distinctive character. 

1.8.13 The following criteria were used to assess the size and scale of landscape effects, 

based on the degree of change that will occur as a result of the proposed 

development: 

Table 1.5:  Landscape Effects:  Size/Scale of Change 

Category Criteria 

Major adverse 

landscape effect 

The proposals will result in a total change in the key characteristics of 

landscape character; will introduce elements totally uncharacteristic to 

the attributes of the receiving landscape such as its massing, scale, 

pattern and features; and/or will destroy or permanently degrade the 

integrity of landscape character; or is in total conflict with established 

planning objectives for landscape and visual elements of enhancement 

of the landscape; and/or result in a substantial or total loss, or 

alteration of key elements/features/characteristics.    
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Category Criteria 

Moderate adverse 

landscape effect 

The proposals will result in a partial change in the key characteristics of 

landscape character; will introduce elements uncharacteristic to, out of 

scale or at odds with the attributes of the receiving landscape, such as 

its massing, scale, pattern and features; and/or will result in partial loss, 

or alteration of key elements/features/characteristics; or is in conflict 

with established planning objectives for landscape and visual elements 

of enhancement of the landscape.  

Slight adverse 

landscape effect 

The proposals will result in little change in the key characteristics of 

landscape character and will introduce elements that do not quite fit 

with the attributes of the receiving landscape such as its massing, scale, 

pattern and features; and/or will result in a minor loss or alteration of 

elements/features/characteristics; and/or contribute to degrading the 

landscape character.   

Negligible adverse 

landscape effect 

The proposals will result in a just discernible change to landscape 

character/elements/features/characteristics, which is not quite in 

keeping with the existing landscape and landscape character.    

No change The proposals will not cause any change to the landscape 

character/elements/features/characteristics. 

Neutral effect As a result of the proposals, there will be a change to the landscape 

elements/features/characteristics, but the change will be in keeping 

with, and complement, the existing landscape character such that the 

existing character is maintained and does not cause degradation or 

enhancement of the character.   

Negligible 

landscape benefit 

The proposals will result in a just discernible improvement to the 

landscape character/elements/characteristics, such as massing, scale, 

pattern or features. 

Slight landscape 

benefit 

The proposals will achieve a degree of fit with the landscape 

character/elements/features/characteristics and provides some 

enhancement to the condition or character of the landscape.  

Moderate 

landscape benefit 

The proposals will achieve a good fit with the landscape 

character/elements/features/characteristics, such as massing, scale, 

and pattern; or would noticeably improve the condition or character of 

the landscape and enhance characteristic features through the use of 

local materials; and/or support established planning objectives for 

landscape and visual elements of enhancement of the landscape.   

Major landscape 

benefit 

The proposals will totally accord with the landscape 

character/elements/features/characteristics, including scale, pattern, 

massing; or would restore, recreate or permanently enhance the 

condition or character of the landscape and enhance characteristic 

features through the use of local materials or planting; and/or delivers 

established planning objectives for landscape and visual elements of 

enhancement of the landscape.  
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1.9 ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS ON VIEWS AND VISUAL AMENITY 

1.9.1 This assesses how the proposed development will affect the views available to people 

and their visual amenity. A methodical consideration of each visual effect upon each 

identified visual receptor was undertaken, in order to determine the significance of 

effects, in terms of: 

a. Value and susceptibility to change (sensitivity of the visual receptor, or viewer); 

and 

b. Size / scale, extent, composition, duration and reversibility (magnitude of the 

visual effect). 

1.9.2 Visual receptors generally comprise users of public rights of way, public open spaces, 

public realm or other outdoor recreational facilities, and also travellers in vehicles who 

may be visiting, living or working within the study area, and their views at particular 

places. 

1.9.3 The following terminology was used to describe the approximate distance between 

the representative viewpoint and the proposed development: 

a. Local:       under 0.5km; 

b. Medium distance:    0.5km – 2km; 

c. Long distance:      beyond 2km. 

1.9.4 The type of view, and the number of viewers likely to experience the view, will be 

described in the following terms: 

a. Glimpsed (i.e. in passing) / Filtered / Oblique / Framed / Open Views; and 

b. Few / Moderate / Many Viewers. 

1.9.5 No private viewpoints were assessed.  

SENSITIVITY OF VISUAL RECEPTORS 

1.9.6 The assessment of visual receptor sensitivity combined judgements on the value 

attributed to the visual receptor and the ‘susceptibility to change’ of the receptor to 

the specific type of development proposed. 

1.9.7 The value assigned to views had regard to a number of factors, including: 

a. Recognition through planning or heritage assets; and 

b. The popularity of the viewpoint, its appearance in guidebooks, literature or art, on 

tourist maps, and the facilities provided to enable enjoyment of the view. 
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1.9.8 The criteria for the assessment of the value of views is summarised in the table below; 

note that these are provided for guidance and are not intended to be absolute. 

Table 1.6:  Value of Views 

Value Criteria 

High Views from landscapes/viewpoints of national importance, or highly popular 

visitor attractions where the view forms an important part of the experience, or 

with important cultural associations. 

Medium Views from landscapes/viewpoints of regional/district importance or moderately 

popular visitor attractions where the view forms part of the experience, or with 

local cultural associations. 

Low Views from landscapes/viewpoints with no designations, not particularly popular 

as a viewpoint and with minimal or no cultural associations. 

 

1.9.9  The susceptibility of people to changes in views is a function of: 

a. The occupation or activity of the viewer at a given location; and 

b. The extent, therefore, to which a person’s attention or interest may be focussed 

on a particular view and the visual amenity experienced. 

1.9.10 For the purposes of the visual impact assessment, visual receptors’ susceptibility to 

change was based upon the following table: 

Table 1.7:  Visual Receptor Susceptibility to Change 

Susceptibility Type of Receptor 

High - Residents; 

- People engaged in outdoor recreation, including users of public rights of 

way, whose attention is likely to be focussed on the visual environment 

of the landscape and on particular views; 

- Visitors to heritage assets, landmarks or other attractions where views 

of the surroundings are an important part of the experience;  

- Communities where views contribute to the landscape setting enjoyed 

by residents; and 

- Travellers on scenic routes. 

Medium - Travellers on road, rail or other transport routes, where the view is 

 moderately important to the quality of the journey (e.g. on a scenic  

      route); 

-  People using local parks, open spaces, public realm, or walking on 

      streets or local public rights of way, with moderate interest in their 

      visual environment. 
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Susceptibility Type of Receptor 

Low - People engaged in outdoor sport or recreation, which does not involve 

      appreciation of, or focus upon, views; 

- People at their place of work, where the landscape setting is not  

      important to the quality of working life; and  

- Travellers, where the view is fleeting and incidental to the journey. 

MAGNITUDE OF VISUAL EFFECTS 

1.9.11 The magnitude of a visual effect was assessed in terms of its size or scale, the 

geographical extent of the area influenced and its duration and degree of reversibility.  

1.9.12 The size or scale of change in the view relates to the degree of contrast to, or 

integration with, the visual composition, which is likely to result from the proposed 

development; and is influenced by the relative time over which a view is experienced 

and whether it is a full, partial or glimpsed view. 

1.9.13 The following criteria were used to assess the size and scale of visual effects, based 

on the degree of change to the view or composition: 

Table 1.8: Visual Effects:  Size/Scale of Change 

Category Criteria 

Major adverse or 

beneficial visual effect  

The proposals will cause a dominant or complete change or contrast 

to the view, resulting from the loss or addition of features in the view 

and will substantially alter (degrade or enhance) the appreciation or 

composition of the view. 

Moderate adverse or 

beneficial visual effect 

The proposals will cause a clearly noticeable change or contrast to 

the view, which would have some effect on the composition, 

resulting from the loss or addition of features in the view and will 

noticeably alter (degrade or enhance) the appreciation of the view. 

Slight adverse or 

beneficial visual effect 

The proposals will cause a perceptible change or contrast to the 

view, but which would not materially affect the composition or the 

appreciation of the view. 

Negligible adverse or 

beneficial visual effect 

The proposals will cause a barely perceptible change or contrast to 

the view, which would not affect the composition or the appreciation 

of the view. 

No change The proposals will maintain the existing view and cause no change to 

the view. 

Neutral There will be a change to the composition of the view, but the 

change will be entirely in keeping with the existing elements of the 

view and maintain the composition of the existing view. 
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1.10 LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL MITIGATION MEASURES 

1.10.1 Measures proposed for preventing/avoiding, reducing or, where possible, offsetting 

or compensating for significant adverse landscape or visual effects were described. 

However, they were not taken into account in the assessment of effects.  

1.11 ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE OF LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL EFFECTS 

1.11.1 Significance of landscape and visual effects vary with the location, landscape context 

and type of proposed development. 

1.11.2 The significance of landscape and visual effects was determined from a combination 

of the receptor sensitivity and the magnitude of effects, as set out in the following 

table: 

Table 1.9: Assessment of Significance of Landscape and Visual Effects 

Sensitivity of 

Receptor 

Major Effect Moderate 

Effect 

Slight Effect Negligible 

Effect 

Neutral 

Effect 

High Severe 

Significance 

Major 

Significance 

Moderate 

Significance 

Minor 

Significance 

Not 

Significant 

Medium Major 

Significance 

Moderate 

Significance 

Minor 

Significance 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Low Moderate 

Significance 

Minor 

Significance 

Minor 

Significance 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

 

1.11.3 The above table has regard to guidance in the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment, (3rd Edition, 2013), at paragraph 5.56, page 92 (significance of 

landscape effects) and paragraph 6.44, page 116 (significance of visual effects). 

1.11.4 For the purposes of the LVIA, 'Moderately Significant' effects are also considered as 

significant, but to a lesser degree than (wholly) 'Significant' effects. 
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