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Executive Summary 

Site Address Land off Lower Road, Milton Malsor, NN7 3AL. 

Grid Reference SP73775591. 

Site Area Approximately 5 ha. 

Current Site Use and 
Adjacent Site Use 

The site currently comprises an arable field, bound by hedgerows and tree 
lines. Residential housing and gardens border the site to the south west and 
an active railway track to the east.   

Designated Sites 
No impacts on designated sites are anticipated as a result of development; based 
on their distance from the site, and the small scale nature of development. 

Habitat Features 

 The following habitats were located within, or immediately adjacent to the site; 
 

 Arable; 
 Species poor hedgerow 
 Dry ditch; 
 Scrub; 
 Tall ruderal; and,  
 Scattered trees. 

 

Conclusions 

The site was generally found to comprise species poor habitats. The following 
is recommended; 
 

 Undertake vegetation clearance outside of the breeding bird season 
(March – September inclusive). 

 Trees with low bat roosting potential are to be soft felled if removed. 
 

  



Lower Road, Milton Malsor  
Extended Phase I Habitat Survey  
March 2020  

 

 
Page 3 of 20 

IMS Ref: QR006-1 – September 2016 

  
 

Table of Contents 
 

1. INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................................... - 1 - 
Background ................................................................................................................... - 1 - 
Proposed Development ................................................................................................. - 1 - 
Site Location ................................................................................................................. - 1 - 
Scope of Survey ............................................................................................................ - 1 - 

2. METHODOLOGY ...................................................................................................... - 3 - 
2.1 Desktop Study ......................................................................................................... - 3 - 
2.2 Vegetation and Habitats .......................................................................................... - 3 - 
2.3 Protected and Notable Fauna .................................................................................. - 3 - 
2.4 Survey Limitations ................................................................................................... - 4 - 

3. SURVEY RESULTS .................................................................................................. - 5 - 
3.1 Desktop Study ................................................................................................... - 5 - 
3.2 Habitats ............................................................................................................. - 6 - 

3.2.1 Arable ....................................................................................................................... - 6 - 
3.2.2 Hedgerow ................................................................................................................. - 6 - 
3.2.3 Scattered Trees ........................................................................................................ - 8 - 
3.2.4 Dry Ditch .................................................................................................................. - 8 - 

3.3 Protected and Notable Species ......................................................................... - 9 - 
3.4 Great Crested Newt ........................................................................................... - 9 - 

3.4.1 Bats ........................................................................................................................ - 10 - 
3.4.2 Terrestrial Mammals ............................................................................................... - 10 - 
3.4.3 Nesting Birds .......................................................................................................... - 11 - 
3.4.4 Reptiles .................................................................................................................. - 11 - 
3.4.5 Invertebrates .......................................................................................................... - 11 - 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS AND ECOLOGICAL ENHANCEMENTS .............................. - 1 - 
4.1 Development Proposals ..................................................................................... - 1 - 
4.2 Designated Sites ............................................................................................... - 1 - 
4.3 Habitats ............................................................................................................. - 1 - 

4.3.1 Hedgerows and Trees............................................................................................... - 1 - 
4.3.2 Proposed Habitats .................................................................................................... - 1 - 

4.4 Protected Species ............................................................................................. - 2 - 
4.4.1 Amphibians............................................................................................................... - 2 - 
4.4.2 Reptiles .................................................................................................................... - 2 - 
4.4.3 Breeding Birds .......................................................................................................... - 2 - 
4.4.4 Bats .......................................................................................................................... - 3 - 
4.4.5 Badger...................................................................................................................... - 3 - 
4.4.6 Hedgehogs ............................................................................................................... - 4 - 
4.4.7 Conclusion................................................................................................................ - 4 - 

 

 
APPENDICES 

 
Appendix I Tree Description 
Appendix II Drawings 

Drawing No. 80061 - 001 - Phase I Habitat Survey Plan 



Lower Road, Milton Malsor  
Extended Phase I Habitat Survey  
March 2020  

 

Page | - 1 -  
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Background 

E3P were commissioned by Hollins Strategic Land to undertake an Extended Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey at Lower Road, Milton Malsor hereafter referred to as “the site”. 
 
This report has been produced by Katie Bird, Ecologist at E3P. 
 
Proposed Development 

It is understood that the proposed development will comprise 65 low-rise residential units. An 
extensive area of ‘green space’ is to be located to the north and east of the site, including tree 
planting, wildflower meadows, drainage pond and a ‘wildlife pond’.   
 
Site Location 

The site was located adjacent to the residential area of Milton Malsor to the west and 
surrounded by agricultural fields to the north, south west and east. A railway line flanked the 
extent of the eastern site boundary. The M1 was present 0.3 km to the east of the site. 
 
Please refer to Figure 1.1 below for the approximate site location. 
 

FIGURE 1.1 SITE LOCATION 

 

 

Scope of Survey 

The scope of the Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey comprised: 
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 Identifying the major habitats present;  
 The presence or potential presence of any legally protected species and habitats; and, 
 Recommend any further surveys or mitigation which may be required. 

 
The Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey comprised a desk study and site walkover. The 
Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey is normally used as a baseline assessment for sites, and 
thus any further protected species surveys would be recommended at the end of this report. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Desktop Study 

The following sources of information and ecological records were consulted for information: 
 

 MAGIC – A web based interactive mapping system, on which geographic information 
on key environmental schemes and designations are collaborated, including details of 
statutory conservation sites; 
 

 Aerial mapping and ordinance survey maps; and, 
 

 Northamptonshire Biodiversity Record Centre (NBRC).  
 

2.2 Vegetation and Habitats 

An Extended Phase I Habitat Survey of the proposed development site was undertaken by 
Olivia Collington BSc (Hons) ACIEEM and Katie Bird MEnvSci GradCIEEM on 29th October 
2018. The weather sunny and dry.    
 
The walkover survey was undertaken to standard methodology (“Preliminary Ecological 
Appraisal”). 
 
A vegetation and habitat plan has been produced for the proposed development site and the 
immediate surrounding area (Please refer to Appendix 2).  The mapping is based on the Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee Phase I Habitat Survey methodology (JNCC 2010) with minor 
adjustments to illustrate and examine the habitats with a greater precision.   
 
Searches were made for uncommon, rare and statutorily protected plant species, those 
species listed a protected in the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and species 
which are indicators of important and uncommon plant communities.  All plant nomenclature 
follows Stace (1991).   
 
Searches were carried out for the presence of invasive species, including those listed on the 
revised (April 2010) Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
including Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica), Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) 
and Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum).  
 
2.3 Protected and Notable Fauna 

A thorough search of the site for signs of protected species of fauna was undertaken during 
the site walkover. Searches were made for: 
 

 Suitability of any ponds to support notable amphibians, and the suitability of the sites 
terrestrial habitats to support amphibians; 

 Suitability of the site to support reptiles by way of habitat structure and refuge piles, 
as well as links to the wider landscape; 

 Signs of badgers, by way of setts, mammal paths, foraging signs or latrines to 
indicate usage of the site by the species; 

 Search of any watercourses for signs or suitability for water vole and otter. In the way 
of burrows, resting places, holts and foraging signs; 

 Suitability of the site to support notable bird species; 
 Suitability of the site to support notable invertebrates; and, 
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 Search of the site for any invasive species. 
 
2.4 Survey Limitations  

An Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey does not constitute a full botanical survey. Instead, key 
species are identified to give a representative description of each habitat type.  
 
This survey was undertaken in October, which is an appropriate time of year to undertake 
Extended Phase 1 Habitat Surveys. Due to some vegetation starting to die back, and lack of 
flowering, it is possible that some species of flora may have been missed or mis-identified. 
The habitats on site were confidentiality assessed following the relevant methodology, and the 
limitation is not considered a constraint for the overall ecological assessment of the site.  
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3. SURVEY RESULTS 

3.1 Desktop Study 

Aerial Photography 
 
From aerial photography, the entirety of the site appears to comprise a single arable field 
bound by hedgerows and trees. Agricultural surround the majority of the site, apart from 
residential housing to the south west. These boundary features may have foraging and 
commuting value for species such as Eurasian badger (Meles meles), bats and birds.  
 
In addition, a railway line runs north to south adjacent to the eastern site boundary, which is 
assumed to act as a strong commuting feature for a range of wildlife within the local area.  
 
The M1 runs north west to south east through agricultural fields and is located approximately 
0.3 km east of the site. It is anticipated that this will act as a significant barrier for terrestrial 
commuting wildlife.  
 
One pond was located within 250m of the site boundary. It was located approximately 230 m 
east of the site, separated from the site by a residential area and roads. It appears to be an 
ornamental pond from aerial photography, situated within pub grounds. 
 
Site Designations and Allocations 
 
The site is located within the Impact Risk Zone of the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar site, located 
approximately 5.8km north east of the site boundary. This area is comprised of reedswamp, 
marsh, wet ditches, rush pasture, rough grassland and scattered scrub. This range of habitats 
and the varied topography of the lagoons provide valuable nesting, resting and feeding 
conditions to sustain nationally important numbers of breeding and wintering birds, such as; 
mute swan (Cygnus olor), wigeon (Anas penelope), gadwall (A. Strepera), shoveler (A. 
clypeata), pochard (A. ferina), great crested grebe (Podiceps cristatus), cormorant 
(Phalacrocorax carbo), bittern (Botaurus stellaris), redshank (Tringa tetanus), Cetti’s warbler 
(Cettia cetti) and golden plover (Pluvialis apricaria). There is also the largest nesting colony of 
grey herons (Ardea cinereal) in Northamptonshire and the largest example of rare wet 
floodplain woodland in the county. 
 
Multiple Local Nature Reserves (LNR) were located within the search area: 

 Barnes Meadows LNR is located approximately 4.5km north east of the site and is 
made up of three meadows on either side of the Nene that include a wide range of 
grassland and wetland habitats. The sheltered water and margins are home to a 
surprising range of dragonflies and damselflies, including the distinctive brown hawker 
(Aeshna grandis). Amphibians breed in the watercourses and provide food for the large 
population of grass snakes (Natrix natrix). It is also home to herons (Ardeidae) and 
kingfishers (Alcedo atthis). 
 
 

 Tiffield Pocket Park LNR is located approximately 4.1km south west of the site and is 
a former railway converted into a flower-rich limestone grassland. The park has mixed 
habitats which have been improved to create the right conditions for wildlife to thrive, 
where three species of orchid are visible in April, May and June.  
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 Storton’s Pits LNR is located approximately 3.8km north of the site.  
 

Finally, the site sits in the Nene Valley Nature Improvement area and there is a Potential 
Wildlife Site located 645m south west of the site.  
 
Biodiversity Action Plans 
 
Magic Maps was consulted to identify any UK Priority Habitats within a 1km search area. Three 
areas of deciduous woodland, the closest of which was located approximately 115 m south of 
the site boundary; 
 
3.2 Habitats 

The main habitats encountered during the survey are described below. Please refer to 
Drawing 80-061–001 for the habitat map.  
 
3.2.1 Arable  

The site comprised a single arable field with disturbed grassland margins. The field margins 
varied between 1-2 m across, with often being bare ground with herbaceous species 
dominating this habitat. Species included; perennial rye grass (Lolium perenne), cleavers 
(Galium aparine), doves foot cranes-bill (Geranium molle), common nettle (Urtica dioica), herb 
Robert (Geranium robertianum), common dandelion (Taraxacum officinale), creeping 
buttercup (Ranunculus repens) common mallow (Malva neglecta), white clover (Trifolium 
repens), common field-speedwell (Veronica persica), broadleaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius), 
creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), common hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), common 
daisy (Bellis perennis) and creeping cinquefoil (Potentilla reptans).  
 
Plate 1: showing the arable field 
 

 
 
3.2.2 Hedgerow 

Hedge 1 (H1) borders the field to the west and was found to comprise of hawthorn (Crataegus 
monogyna) and was well managed. It was approximately 2m tall and 2m wide. The understory 
was mainly bare ground within the occasional common ivy (Hedera helix), cleavers, common 
bramble (Rubus fruticosus), herb Robert and common mallow. 
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Plate 2: showing H1  
 

 
 
Hedge 2 (H2) bound the site to the north and was dominated by hawthorn with the occasional 
dog rose (Rosa canina), bramble and common ivy within it. The majority of the hedgerow was 
managed to a height of 1m and became defunct on the eastern aspect. A single ash (Fraxinus 
excelsior) and two elm (Ulmus sp.) trees were located on the eastern aspect.  
 
The understory was mainly bare ground with the presence of cleavers, common ivy and 
common nettle.  
 
Plate 3: showing H2 
 

 
 
Hedge 3 (H3) extends along the southern aspect of the field. Residential gardens were located 
adjacent to the hedge with the hedge completing half way across the border to fencing. Again, 
it was mainly dominated by hawthorn with dog rose bramble and blackthorn (Prunus spinosa). 
It was approximately 3-5m tall with management on the sides of the hedge. 
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Plate 4: showing H3 
 

 
 
3.2.3 Scattered Trees 

To the south of the arable field, numerous scattered trees were found separating the site and 
residential gardens. Tree species included; hawthorn, ash, dog rose, alder (Alnus glutinosa), 
sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), and Leyland cypress (Cupressus × leylandii). Common ivy 
and common bramble dominated the understory of these trees.  
 
Plate 5: showing scattered trees 
 

 
 

3.2.4 Dry Ditch 

A dry ditch was located to the south of the arable field. No aquatic or marginal vegetation were 
located within the ditch, and was found to be dominated by grasses, bramble and common 
nettle. A number of drainage piles were located within the banks.  
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 Plate 6: showing the dry ditch 
 

 
 
3.3 Protected and Notable Species 

3.4 Great Crested Newt 

No records of great crested newts or common amphibians were identified within the data 
search.  
 
The site contained no waterbodies, and therefore is not capable of supporting the species 
group in its breeding phase. Two waterbodies were located within 250m of the site boundary.  
 
P1 was an ornamental pond located adjacent to the site within a residential garden. It was 
rectangular in shape with brick lined banks. Ornamental floating aquatic plants were found 
within it. A Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) was completed to assess its potential to support 
great crested newts. It was assessed as ‘Poor’ with a score of 0.47, due to size and the likely 
presence of fish.  
 
Overall the pond was assessed as having negligible potential for great crested newts based 
on the HSI score and the ornamental use. 
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Plate 7: showing the ornamental waterbody 
 

 
 
A second waterbody, P2, was located approximately 230m west of the site boundary. It is 
separated to the site by a large residential area which is assessed as a significant barrier to 
dispersing amphibians.  
 
The site itself provides limited terrestrial habitat for the species, which is restricted to the 
boundary features. A small wooden pile was located within H3 may provide cover for 
overwintering common amphibians.  
 
The presence of great crested newts was assessed as negligible. The site was assessed as 
having low value for common amphibians. 
 
3.4.1 Bats 

No records of bats were located within the data search. However, based on the habitats in the 
wider area, they are presumed to be present in the local area.  
 
No buildings were present within the site. A small number of scattered trees were present 
along the site boundaries which were assessed for their value for roosting bats, as per 
methodology set out in Collins (2016). A single tree (T1) was assessed as having Low bat 
roosting potential. Please refer to the Appendix I for full assessment and photographs of the 
tree. 
 
The boundary features are anticipated to be used by commuting and foraging bats within the 
local area and the site is well connected via surrounding railway track, tree lines and 
hedgerows.  
 
The site was found to have moderate value for the species group. 
 
3.4.2 Terrestrial Mammals 

No records of badgers were located within 1km of the site boundary.  
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No badger setts were identified within the site during the survey. The site provides potential 
sett building opportunities. Fruiting trees are located within the boundary features which will 
provide suitable foraging resources. Numerous rabbit burrows were located within the 
hedgerows.  
 
The site was assessed as having low value for badger 
 
Numerous records of west European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) were located within 
the search area. The boundary features would provide suitable foraging and cover for the 
species. 
 
The site was assessed as having moderate value for west European hedgehog.  
 
3.4.3 Nesting Birds 

Consultation identified numerous records of notable avian species within the search area. 
Species included; yellowhammer (Emberiza citronella), merlin (Falco columbarius), kestrel 
(Falco tinnunculus), grey wagtail (Motacilla cinerea), yellow wagtail (Motacilla flava), house 
sparrow (Passer domesticus), grey partridge (Perdix perdix), dunnock (Prunella modularis) 
and starling (Sturnus vulgaris).  
 
The site was found to provide limited habitats for nesting birds; which were restricted to the 
boundary features. 
 
During the site survey greenfinch (Chloris chloris), feral pigeon (Columba livia domestica), 
pheasant (Phasianus colchicus), robin (Erithacus rubecula), blue tit (Cyanistes caeruleus), 
carrion crow (Corvus corone) and house sparrow were identified within the site boundary.   
 
The site was found to have negligible value for ground nesting birds, based the intensively 
grazed grassland habitats. The habitats of highest value for birds are the surrounding 
hedgerows, trees and scrub which are common within the local area.  
 
The site was found to have low value for nesting birds. 
 
3.4.4 Reptiles 

No records of reptiles were located within the 1km search area.  
 
The site was found to mainly comprise arable field and it generally lacks structure for the 
species. The boundary features may provide limited habitat for hibernating reptiles by the way 
of the dense scrub areas, hedgerows and wood piles.  
 
The site was found to have low value for reptiles.  
 
3.4.5 Invertebrates 

Consultation identified records of wall (Lasiommata megera) and wood white (Leptidea 
sinapis). 
 
The majority of the site was under grazing use and support monoculture. It is therefore 
concluded that the majority of the site provides negligible value for notable invertebrates, 
though common invertebrates may be present.  
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The boundary features may support a small number of invertebrates. 
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4. RECOMMENDATIONS AND ECOLOGICAL ENHANCEMENTS 

4.1 Development Proposals 

It is understood that the proposed development will comprise 65 low-rise residential units. An 
extensive area of ‘green space’ is to be located to the north and east of the site. This includes 
the creation of a single drainage pond to the west of the site and a single ‘wildlife pond’ to the 
east.  
 
4.2 Designated Sites 

The site is located within the Impact Risk Zone of the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Site of 
SSSI, SPA and Ramsar site. It is assessed that the site is located a sufficient distance away 
from the SSSI to avoid any direct impacts. Several natural and anthropogenic barriers are in 
place between the proposed works and the SSSI. 
 
4.3 Habitats 

4.3.1 Hedgerows and Trees 

The site mainly comprises arable field, which is of limited ecological importance. The proposed 
plans demonstrate the majority of hedgerows are to be retained, though a small aspect of H1 
will require removal to facilitate access. It is recommended that the retained hedgerows are to 
be appropriately protected during the construction phase.  
 
It any trees or shrubs within the site or boundary, are to be retained by the proposed 
development then, during the construction phase, temporary protective demarcation fencing 
will be used to protect the trees and shrubs that are being retained.  The fencing must extend 
outside the canopy of the retained trees and must remain in position until all plots have been 
developed to ensure protection is provided throughout the construction phase.   
 
The fencing will be in accordance with BS5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition 
and Construction: Recommendations.  
 
4.3.2 Proposed Habitats 

A drainage pond is proposed to the east of the site. Although this pond main function is SUDS, 
the provision of open water habitats and associated flora will enhance the site for a range of 
species. It is recommended the pond be allowed to self-establish, though a commitment to 
ensuring invasive or dominant species such as greater reedmace should not dominate, 
ensuring the habitat will be of high value for wildlife.  
 
Whilst the proposed ‘wildlife pond’ provides the opportunity to introduce a permanent water 
feature within the site. It is recommended that the pond is designed and managed to benefit 
local species. Species such as birds and bats will utilise the feature for foraging and drinking 
resources.  
 
A large area of wildflower meadow is proposed to the north of the site, surrounding the 
proposed ‘wildlife pond’, which will attract invertebrates to the site. 
 
It is recommended that the landscape planting is composed of native species and species 
known to be of value for the attraction of wildlife. This will include fruiting and flowering species. 
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Species deemed suitable for this development could include berry-bearing native species such 
as: 

 Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia); 
 Holly (Ilex aquifolium); 
 Whitebeam (Sorbus aria); 
 Spindle (Euonymus europaea); 
 Dog rose (Rosa canina); 
 Guelder rose (Viburnum opulus); and, 
 Elder (Sambucus nigra). 

 
All planting should be from a trusted pest free source, and where possible, be of local 
provenance.  
 
4.4 Protected Species 

4.4.1 Amphibians  

Great crested newts are deemed likely absent WB1 and the site. The ornamental pond located 
in the adjacent residential garden was assessed as being unsuitable for great crested newts, 
however, common amphibians may be present within this pond. 
 
Amphibians may be present within boundary features of the site. It is therefore recommended 
that any vegetation clearance of the boundary areas, hedgerows and wood piles are to 
checked for any common amphibians, who have been appropriately inducted.  
 
Any common amphibians encountered should be carefully moved by hand and placed off site.  
 
4.4.2 Reptiles  

The majority of the site was found to have negligible potential for reptiles. The boundary 
habitats and wood pile may support hibernating reptiles.  
 
It is recommended that the following Precautionary Working Methods (PWM’s) are adhered 
during site clearance of the scrub, hedgerows and wood pile to ensure no reptiles are impacted 
by the development:  
 

 All contractors are to be informed of the potential presence of the species and their 
legal responsibilities;  

 Site clearance is to be carried out under Ecological Clerk of Works; 
 Site clearance is be completed between April-October, outside of the hibernating 

period to ensure no disturbance to hibernating reptiles; and,  
 If any reptiles are found, they are to removed from site by a qualified ecologist to a 

safe location.  
 
4.4.3 Breeding Birds 

The site was assessed as having value for a range of common bird species, with the presence 
of house sparrow within the boundary features. The majority of boundary features are to be 
retained, whilst extensive tree planting is proposed. It is anticipated the proposed planting will 
provide additional nesting habitats to within the site. Whilst the proposed water bodies will 
provide suitable foraging and drinking resources within the site.  
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It is recommended that should any clearance works be required within the breeding bird 
season (March – September inclusive), that a suitably qualified ecologist inspect the area no 
more than 24 hours prior to the removal. Should any nests, or nests in construction be located, 
a suitable stand off distance should be maintained until the young have fledged. The ecologist 
will advise on suitable stand off and provide a tool box talk to all site contractors regarding 
their working limits and legal implications.  
 
It is recommended, to mitigate for any loss of nesting features through vegetation removal, 
that a series of bird boxes be installed throughout the development. Standard 28 and 32 mm 
nest boxes should be installed on retained mature trees.  
 
4.4.4 Bats 

The site was found to have value for foraging, commuting and roosting bats.  
 
T1 is to be retained and should be appropriately protected during the construction phase. If 
for unforeseen circumstances, the tree requires removal, it is to be removed under an ecologist 
supervision. It is to be soft felled (felled in sections and laid to rest on the ground overnight 
before chipping), following guidance set out in Collins (2016). 
 
The site provided value for foraging bats by way of the boundary features within the site. The 
boundary features are to be retained and should be appropriately protected during the 
construction phase. It is not anticipated the development will impact foraging and commuting 
bats due to the retention of the boundary features and relevant consideration for potential 
lighting impacts on the retained habitats and the local bat population. 
 
It is recommended that any security lighting during construction is appropriately placed to 
avoid being directed at the retained boundary features and T1. It is recommended that lighting 
is to be pre-fixed on the proposed buildings, located in close proximity to boundary features to 
minimise the impact of lighting on proposed and retained habitats. Lighting should follow the 
protocols outlined in the Institute for Lighting Engineers document “Guidance for the Reduction 
of Obtrusive Lighting” (2005) and BCT’s “Bats and Artificial Lighting in the UK” (2018) to 
minimise disturbance and sky-glow off site. 
 
The proposed habitats to be introduced to the site are anticipated to benefit foraging and 
commuting bats through the creation of a mosaic habitat which will attract invertebrate prey.  
 
To enhance the site for the species, it is recommended that a series of bat boxes be installed 
on retained mature trees.  
 
4.4.5 Badger 

No badger setts were located during the survey and were not identified during the record 
search. Badgers are highly mobile and can create new setts in a short period of time. It is 
recommended that an updated site walkover prior to the development is carried out to identify 
any new badger setts.  
 
If a badger sett is located, a standoff distance may be required as well as Precautionary 
Working Method’s. If the sett requires closure, a Natural England Badger License would be 
required. Please note that badger licenses can only be obtained between July – November 
each year to avoid potential impacts on pregnant females.  
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4.4.6 Hedgehogs 

The wood piles located were assessed to provide potential refuge for hibernating hedgehogs 
and are deemed to be within the local area.  

It is recommended that a series of hedgehog houses could be installed throughout the site to 
enhance the sites value for the species group. Other enhancements include the installation of 
gaps within fencing to facilitate movement of hedgehogs. 

4.4.7 Conclusion 

It is anticipated that, if the above mitigation measures are adhered to, development can 
proceed without significant negative impacts on wildlife within the local area. Development will 
provide the opportunity to introduce a range of new habitats to benefit local wildlife.  

The sites baseline biodiversity value was found to be low, comprising predominantly of an 
arable field used for crops. The proposals include the retention of the majority of hedgerows, 
provision of SUDS, wildlife pond and a large area of wildflower meadow amongst other habitat 
enhancements. It is therefore anticipated that the site could achieve a net gain in 
biodiversity, in line with current policy.

END OF REPORT
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TREE 
REF 

DESCRIPTION PHOTOGRAPH 

T1 A mature ash 
found to have a 
small crack 
approximately 
2m from ground 
level and hole 
where a missing 
branch has been 
felled at 
approximately 
3m from ground 
level. All features 
were found on 
the eastern 
aspect of the 
tree. It was 
assessed as 
Low roosting 
potential.  
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