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Review of Policies

Report of the Assistant Director – Planning and Economy

This report is public

Purpose of report

To consider a review of policies in the West Northamptonshire Joint Core 
Strategy Local Plan (Part 1) (WNJCS) in accordance with Regulation 10A 
of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 
2012 (as amended). A schedule setting out the review of policies is 
attached as Appendix 1 to this report.

1.0 Recommendations

The meeting is recommended:

1.1 To endorse the review of policies in the West Northamptonshire Joint Core 
Strategy Local Plan (Part 1) (WNJCS)  as set out in Appendix 1 to this 
report. 

2.0 Introduction

2.1 It is now just over five years since WNJCS was adopted on 14 December 
2014 having been found sound when assessed against the 2012 National 
Planning Policy Framework.

2.2 Regulation 10A Town and Country (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 
2012 (as amended) requires local planning authorities to review a local 
development document within certain time periods. 

2.3 This report sets out how this Council and its partners have undertaken such 
a review of the WNJCS in accordance with the Regulations and identifies 
the findings of that review. 



3.0    Report Details

Background:

3.1 Regulation 10A Town and Country (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 
2012 (as amended) requires local planning authorities to review a local 
development document within prescribed time periods.

3.2 In respect of a local plan, the review must be completed every five years, 
starting from the date of the adoption of the local plan, in accordance with 
section 23 of the Act (adoption of local development documents).

 
3.3 The purpose of the five-year review is to establish if a review in part or 

whole of the plan is required. South Northamptonshire Council along with 
its partners, Daventry District and Northampton Borough Councils, have 
already committed to a review of the plan through the preparation of the 
West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan (WNSP). In addition to which 
officers from the partner Councils and the West Northamptonshire Joint 
Planning have undertaken a review of policies in the WNJCS in compliance 
with the Regulations. 

3.4 Given the commitment to prepare a new Strategic Plan, that review has 
taken a proportionate but light touch approach.

 
3.5 The schedule attached at Appendix 1 to this report presents a review of 

policies in the WNJCS against the current National Planning Policy 
Framework, updated February 2019 (the NPPF).

3.6 There is a common misconception that just because a plan is five years old 
that it is automatically out of date. However, planning case law and the 
schedule attached at Appendix 1 shows that many of the policies in the 
WNJCS remain up to date and consistent with the NPPF. It is on this basis 
that they should continue to be given full weight as part of the development 
plan for the purposes of decision making.

3.7 The review helpfully identifies those instances where certain policies will 
require updating or modification, for example through the preparation of the 
new Strategic Plan. There are also a number of cases where existing policies 
in the WNJCS are being effectively superseded through the inclusion of more 
up to date policies in the Part 2 Local Plans being prepared the partner 
Councils.

3.8 One key issue to highlight is the status of the housing requirements set out in 
Policy S3 of the WNJCS. 

3.9 In relation to housing supply and delivery the Planning Practice Guidance 
identifies at Paragraph: 005 Reference ID: 68-005-20190722 (Revision date: 
22 July 2019) that: 

Housing requirement figures identified in adopted strategic housing policies 
should be used for calculating the 5 year housing land supply figure where:



 the plan was adopted in the last 5 years, or
 the strategic housing policies have been reviewed within the last 5 years 

and found not to need updating.

In other circumstances the 5 year housing land supply will be measured 
against the area’s local housing need calculated using the standard method.

3.10 The Strategic Plan will clearly review the scale of housing provision using the 
governments national methodology to calculate Local Housing Need (LHN) as 
a starting point over an extended plan period either up to 2041 or 2050. In the 
interim however the review of Policy S3 concludes the housing requirement 
figures in the policy should continue to be used for the purposes of calculating 
five-year land supply. This is because the residual housing requirement in the 
WNJCS is over 6,700 dwellings higher than the LHN figure and, having regard 
to the NPPF objective of boosting housing supply, this is considered to provide 
a sufficient level of contingency during the transition period to the new plan.

3.11 The review of the WNJCS policies will be considered by the West 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning and Infrastructure Board on 14 January 
2020. A week prior to this Council’s Planning Policy and Regeneration Strategy 
Committee. 

3.12 The Board will be asked to consider the schedule attached as Appendix 1 of 
this report and to recommend that it be endorsed by the relevant committees 
of the partner Councils. 

3.13 Officers will provide and update of the recommendations of that Board meeting 
during the meeting of the Planning Policy and Regeneration Strategy 
Committee on 22 January 2020. 

4.0 Conclusion and Reasons for Recommendations

4.1 Following endorsement by this Committee and relevant meetings at partner 
Authorities the review of the WNJCS policies will then be published on the 
websites of the partner Councils and the JPU. The policies will then continue 
to be used in the development management process and other decision 
making processes by this and the partner Council’s. 

4.2 The WNJCS provides policy detail to guide decision taking across West 
Northamptonshire. A review of those policies is required under Regulation 
10A of the Town and Country (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 
(as amended) which requires local planning authorities to review a local 
development document within prescribed time periods.

5.0 Publication and Consultation

5.1 None



6.0 Alternative Options and Reasons for Rejection

Option 1 – To not endorse the review of the WNJCS policies
 

6.1 Failure to endorse the review of the WNJCS policies presents a risks and 
leaves this and partner Councils vulnerable and open to challenge.  

Option 2 – To not endorse & amendments to the review of the WNJCS
policies

6.2 Officers consider the review of the WNJCS policies to be appropriate and the 
conclusion set out in Appendix 1 sound. Failure to endorse the review of the 
WNJCS policies presents a risks and leaves this and partner Councils 
vulnerable and open to challenge.  

7.0 Implications

Financial and Resource Implications

7.1 The costs of undertaking this review has been met from the existing 
budgets.  

           Comments checked by:
Linda Turland, Finance Business Partner
linda.turland@southnorthants.gov.uk 

Legal Implications

7.2 A review of the policies of the WNJCS is required under Regulation 10A of 
the Town and Country (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as 
amended). Should the recommendation of that review not be accepted this 
would present a risk and leave this and partner Councils vulnerable and open 
to challenge.

Comments checked by:
Andrew Hunkin, Executive Director – Resources (Monitoring Officer)
0300 003 0202, andrew.hunkin@southnorthants.gov.uk 

8.0 Decision Information

Wards Affected

All

Links to Corporate Plan and Policy Framework

 To preserve what is special
 To protect quality of life
 To support the District Growth
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mailto:andrew.hunkin@southnorthants.gov.uk


Lead Councillor

Councillor Phil Bignell – Deputy Leader and Portfolio Holder for Planning
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