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Milton Malsor 
C O N S E R V A T I O N  A R E A  A P P R A I S A L  
A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N  

 

 

 

 
 

South           

Northamptonshire 

Council 

Milton Malsor is a place of special character and historic interest. 

This appraisal and management plan sets out the features that 

contribute to its distinctiveness and identifies opportunities for its 

preservation and  enhancement.  
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1. Summary 

1. 1 Summary of special interest 

 

Milton Malsor Conservation Area was  first 

designated in 1991, and now incorporates the 

historic core of the village, along with the 

paddocks, the church and the larger houses on 

Rectory Lane.  

 

The origin of the name is from the Malesoures 

family, who were residents of the village for a 

significant time during the medieval period. 

Beginning as Middleton, or Milton, Malesoures, 

this then became Milton Malzor. Milton has one 

of two origins, an abbreviation of Middleton, 

literally the middle of three villages, or it 

indicates the presence of the Mills which are 

noted in the Domesday Book.  

 

There is evidence of Roman and Saxon 

presence in the village, as well as some 

features of early medieval origin. The 

Domesday Book of 1086 reveals that the 

settlement existed at that time, however the 

majority of the buildings still standing today date 

to the 17th century.  

 

Within South Northamptonshire the 17th and 

18th centuries saw significant growth, and 

Milton Malsor is no exception to this. It is at this 

time that the village began to take its present 

shape. The primary building materials were 

ironstone and thatch, although the majority of 

properties have since been re-roofed with slate.  

 

The village has a significant amount of historic 

character, with intimate roads and vernacular 

cottages, as well as some larger impressive 

buildings.  

 

1.2 Key Characteristics 

 

The conservation area has different character 

areas. These areas contribute equally to the 

area and when considering any changes to the 

conservation area the character of each specific 

area should be considered. These specific 

character areas are discussed in detail on page 

17.  

 

Key characteristics of the Milton Malsor 

Conservation Area as a whole are:  

 

 Large open paddocks which create a rural 

atmosphere. 

 Closed and intimate views in the core of 

the village. 

 High stone and brick boundary walls. 

 Vernacular style buildings fronting the 

road, which in the majority of cases are 

parallel to the highway. This creates a 

feeling of enclosure. 

 A consistency in the materials of the 

buildings, primarily ironstone, which 

creates an attractive street scene.  

 An informal arrangement of highways 

which gives the village a more intimate 

atmosphere.  

 

1.3 Summary of issues 

 

There are a number of possible threats and 

issues in the conservation area. These threats 

could all have a significant impact on the 

historical character of the area, particularly 

when in the historic core of the village. The 

threats are discussed in section 7.5 below, but 

can be summarised as:  

 Inappropriate development in and around 

the conservation area. 

 Poor quality of public realm damaging the 

character of the area. 

 Incremental, inappropriate changes to 

significant buildings. 

 A lack of understanding of historical 

significance in buildings. 

 Poor traffic management methods. 

 The unsuitable management of the open 

paddocks.  

 

 



4 

 

1. Summary 

1.4 Opportunities for Enhancement 

 

The protection and enhancement of the special 

character of the conservation area will owe 

much to its positive management. In addition to 

the existing national statutory legislation and 

local planning controls the following 

opportunities for enhancement have been 

identified: 

 

 Establish a list of locally significant buildings 

and policies for their protection. 

 Encourage the protection of surviving historic 

forms and the reinstatement of appropriate 

architectural details in buildings considered 

to be of significance to the character and 

appearance of the conservation area. The 

use of Article 4 Directions which remove 

permitted development rights will help to 

achieve this.  

 Ensure that all new development is 

sustainable, high quality, well designed and 

responds to its context in terms of urban and 

architectural design.  

 Promote the sympathetic management of 

open space within the conservation area, 

and to work with the highway authorities and 

other statutory undertakers to avoid the 

insertion of inappropriate kerbing, footpaths 

and other urbanising features which would 

have a harmful affect on the character of the 

area. 

 Ensure that the public realm is in keeping 

with the character of the area, or at least that 

it has a neutral impact. This includes street 

lighting, road signage, general street 

furniture, and overhead wires.  

 

1.5 The Conservation Area 

 

Milton Malsor Conservation Area was 

designated in July 1991, and was reviewed in 

2000. It was reviewed in May 2014, at the time 

of the writing of this appraisal, and no changes 

were made to the boundary.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: The boundary of the Milton Malsor Conservation Area. © Bluesky World International Ltd. 
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2. Introduction and Planning Policy Context 

2.1 What is a conservation area? 
 
Conservation areas were introduced under the 

Civic Amenities Act of 1967. That Act required 

Local Planning Authorities to identify areas, as 

opposed to individual buildings, of special 

architectural or historic interest and to 

designate them as conservation areas. 

 

Since 1967 over 9800 conservation areas have 
been designated in England, including 58 in the 
South Northamptonshire District. 
 

A conservation area is ‘an area of special 

architectural or historic interest the character or 

appearance of which it is desirable to preserve 

or enhance.’  

Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings 

and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.  

 

2.2 What does conservation area status 
mean? 
 
Conservation area status seeks to protect and 

enhance the special character of the 

designated area. Designation confers a general 

control over development that could harm the 

area’s character. The details are complex but 

can be summarised as: 

 

 Most demolition requires permission and will 

be resisted if the building makes a positive 
contribution to the area. 

 Some minor works to houses is no longer 

permitted development and will require 
planning permission.  Examples are dormer 
windows, external cladding, alterations to 
the roof, and most satellite dishes on front 
elevations. 

 Advertisement controls are tighter. 

 Most work to trees has to be notified to the 

Council, who then have six weeks in which 
to impose restrictions in the form of a tree 
preservation order. 

 Generally, higher standards of design apply 

for new buildings and alterations to existing 
ones. 

 

 

2.3 What is the purpose of this appraisal? 
 

This appraisal will provide the basis for making 

informed, sustainable decisions about the 

positive management, protection and 

enhancement of the conservation area.  

 

It provides a clear understanding of the special 

interest of Milton Malsor’s Conservation Area 

by:  

 describing how the settlement has 

developed; 

 analysing its present day character; and  

 identifying opportunities for enhancement.  

 

The appraisal is not intended to be 

comprehensive and omission of any particular 

building, feature or space should not be taken 

to imply that it is not of interest.  
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2. Introduction and Planning Policy Context 

2.4 Planning policy context 

 
This appraisal should be read in conjunction 

with the wider national, regional and local 

planning policy and guidance including the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

under which a conservation area is deemed to 

be a heritage asset.  

 

The Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990 provides the 

legislative framework for the preservation and 

enhancement of the nation’s heritage of 

buildings and places of architectural and 

historic interest.   

 

The 1990 Act also places a duty on Local 

Planning Authorities to consider “from time to 

time” whether new areas should be designated 

or whether boundaries should be revised. It is 

now considered appropriate to review the 

Milton Malsor Conservation Area in order to 

define its special architectural or historic 

interest. 

 

This document is based on advice contained 

within the English Heritage guidance 

“Understanding Place: Conservation Area 

Designation, Appraisal and Management” 

published in 2011. 

 

The South Northamptonshire Local Plan was 

adopted in 1997. It designates Milton Malsor as 

a Restricted Infill Village with policy H5 of the 

plan restricting development within such 

villages to the infilling of a small gap in an 

otherwise built frontage; or a small group of 

dwellings; or the conversion of an existing 

building.  

 

Policies EV10 and EV11 of the document state:   

 

“The Council will seek to preserve or enhance 

the special character or appearance of 

conservation areas,” and that “Planning 

permission will not be granted for any 

development proposals outside of a 

conservation area which have an adverse effect 

on the setting of the conservation area or any 

views.  

 

The West Northamptonshire Joint Core 

Strategy 2014 sets out the long-term vision and 

objectives for the whole of South 

Northamptonshire to 2029, including strategic 

policies for steering and shaping development.  

 

Policy BN5 of that Strategy relates to the 

Historic Environment and States that:  

 

Designated and non designated heritage assets 

and their settings and landscapes will be 

conserved and enhanced in recognition of their 

individual and cumulative significance and 

contribution to West Northamptonshire's local 

distinctiveness and sense of place.  

 

In order to secure and enhance the significance 

of the area’s heritage assets and their settings 

and landscape development in areas of 

landscape sensitivity and/or known historic or 

heritage significance will be required to:  

 

1. Sustain and enhance the heritage 

landscape features which contribute to 

the character of the area including: 

Conservation Areas.  

2. Demonstrate an appreciation and 

understanding of the impact of 

development on surrounding heritage 

assets and their settings in order to 

minimise harm on these assets.  
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3. Location and Topography 

3.1 Location 

 

Milton Malsor is situated approximately 2 miles 

(3km) south of the built up edge of Northamp-

ton, and 5 miles (8km) north of Towcester. 

 

The village is bordered on the north east by the 

M1 and on the west by the Grand Union Canal 

and the A43. To the west of the village 

Towcester Road, a busy through road, con-

nects the village to Northampton.  

 

Despite its proximity to Northampton the village 

retains its rural and historic character.  

 

 

 

3.2 General character and plan form 

 

The village is roughly rectangular in shape, alt-

hough modern development outside the con-

servation area has altered this slightly. As pre-

viously discussed the conservation area has 

various different character areas, with diverse 

layouts. The centre of the village has a dense 

layout, with cottages fronting the road. On the 

outreaches of the conservation area on Recto-

ry Lane there are larger properties with spa-

cious gardens and grounds, and high boundary 

walls fronting the road. The plan form of the 

village is nucleated around Green Street, and 

the roads tend to be curvilinear, particularly 

Green Street and High Street.  

 

Figure 2: Location of Milton Malsor © Crown Copyright and database right 2014. Ordnance Survey 
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3. Location and Topography 

3.3 Topography and geology 

 

The Northamptonshire Environmental Charac-

ter and Green Infrastructure statements pub-

lished in 2009 by River Nene Regional Park 

CIC place Milton Malsor in the West Northamp-

tonshire Uplands.  

 

The Uplands are an extensive area stretching 

from Aynho in the south to Wilbarston in the 

north with an elevated landscape of hills and 

valleys that act as the major watershed be-

tween some of the region’s principal river sys-

tems. 

 

The area as a whole is underlain by the Lias 

Clay Group. This is capped by a combination of 

ironstone bearing Marlestone Rock which cre-

ates a more dramatic hill and valley landscape, 

and boulder clay which creates more undulat-

ing hills.  

 

The study also places Milton Malsor within the 

Bugbrooke and Daventry sub group which sits 

in the boulder clay capped landscape, with a 

less dramatic and more low level landscape. 

The area has longer more open views along 

the undulations although the landform and veg-

etation do prevent the more expansive pano-

ramic views.  

 

The village itself is situated on mainly level 

land, although there is a slight rise towards the 

eastern end of the village, which the church sits 

on, allowing it to overlook the majority of the 

village. 

 

Field patterns around Milton Malsor originate 

from parliamentary enclosures, with areas 

fenced and hedged off for different types of ag-

riculture and under different ownership. Some 

pastures and grazing land exists within the core 

of the village itself, representing part of the agri-

cultural character and history of the settlement.  

Figure 3: West Northamptonshire Uplands Catchment (Source: River Nene 

Regional Park) 
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4. History and Development 

4.1 Introduction 

 

There is not a significant amount of 

documentary evidence on the history  of Milton 

Malsor, however a huge amount can be 

understood from studying the buildings. The 

majority of buildings which remain in the village 

date to the building booms of the 17th and 18th 

centuries, however there is also some evidence 

of earlier periods visible in the buildings and 

archaeological remains. All periods are 

important in understanding the development of 

Milton Malsor as a settlement.  

 

4.2 Prehistory and Roman 

 

There is some evidence of prehistoric 

occupation at Milton Malsor. Pottery sherds 

dating to the early Iron Age and a stone axe 

were found. There was also a Bronze Age 

burial found in one of the sand pits west of the 

parish, which consisted of an urn with cremated 

remains. Whilst this might not indicate a 

settlement, at the very least it shows that there 

was some form of occupation at the site during 

these periods.  

 

There is greater evidence for Roman settlement 

found in the parish, although none of this within 

the conservation area itself. Some burials and 

possible settlement evidence were found in 

1953. This included some pottery, a quern 

stone and some human skeletons. There is also 

some evidence of Roman settlement to the 

south west of the village and to the east of the 

village. From the evidence of Roman 

archaeology around the whole village site it 

would suggest that there was some form of 

small Roman Settlement at this location, made 

more likely by the proximity to the large Roman 

Settlement, Lactodorum, now Towcester. No 

more is known about the possible extent or 

name of this possible settlement at Milton 

Malsor. 

 

4.3 Saxon 

 

Evidence of Saxon presence is in a similar 

location to that of the Roman settlement, 

suggesting continued occupation through from 

Roman occupation to its decline, with Saxons 

immediately taking over the land.  

 

There are some Saxon remnants which have 

been found on the same site as the Roman 

settlement in the east of the village. Saxon 

Figure 4. Eyre 1779 (Source: Northampton Records Office 
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4. History and Development 

sherds and loom weights were discovered 

120m east of the medieval church and in 

another location a Saxon cemetery, with two 

vessels, was discovered. Although this is not a 

significant amount of evidence it seems unlikely 

that there would be such finds here without 

there being some form of settlement. Further 

archaeological work is needed in order to fully 

understand these periods. 

 

4.4 Medieval 

 

The village is mentioned in the Domesday book 

of 1086, and records two manors, 35 families 

and a priest living in the settlement. Due to the 

blurred boundaries between Collingtree and 

Milton Malsor at the time, it is likely that one of 

the manor houses was actually the manor for 

Collingtree. The Collingtree Rectory is now in 

Milton Malsor, as are the remains of two mills, 

again it is likely that one of these belonged to 

Collingtree. It is unusual for the villages to have 

had such undefined boundaries. 

 

The only building which visibly shows elements 

of the early medieval period is the Church of 

the Holy Cross, which is located on the eastern 

side of the village. Parts of the building date to 

the 12th century, although the majority dates to 

the 13th and 14th centuries, with some 

alterations in the 18th century. The building is 

constructed in coursed squared ironstone and 

limestone with a slate and lead roof, which are 

similar materials to those used in the rest of the 

village.  

 

It is possible that the two manors that exist 

today in the village stand on the site of those 

manors mentioned in the Domesday Book. 

Both of the manors have material remains 

dating back to the 16th century but no earlier 

material has been found.   

 

The Manor which is on Rectory Lane (originally 

called Pluck’s Lane) still has a Tudor frontage 

and is now grade II listed. The Dovecote in the 

grounds is also of importance. The other 

Manor, called Milton Manor is on Malzor Lane 

and externally is Georgian fronted. There are 

portions of the house which have a much 

earlier date, for example the staircase dates to 

1650. It is also said that a beam behind 

panelling is recorded with the names Luke and 

Mathew Mantel and the date 1585. This 

suggests a much earlier initial building date. A 

second dovecote found in the grounds of The 

Figure 5: Milton Malsor 1891-1912–  © Crown Copyright and landmark infor-

mation group. 
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4. History and Development 

Grange on Green Street has triggered 

suggestions that originally the second Manor 

was located there, but it is just as likely that the 

dovecote for this manor was not located in 

close proximity to the main house. 

 

A field located close to the present Manor 

House on Rectory Lane has some minor 

earthworks, such as closes, moat and a 

rectangular pond which are possibly associated 

with the medieval manor.  

 

The presence of two Manors in the village is 

fairly unusual. Due to the lack of boundaries 

between Milton Malsor and Collingtree it seems 

likely that one of these manors once governed 

Collingtree. Either way, it demonstrates that the 

settlement was thriving throughout the medieval 

period, from the conquest in 1066 through until 

the present time.  

 

4.5 17th and 18th centuries 

 

In the early 17th century James Harrington, 

author of the Commonwealth of Oceana, and 

attendant to James I at his execution, lived in 

the Manor as a young boy. After the death of 

his mother the family moved away and it is not 

thought that Harrington ever returned to the 

village.  A plaque has been erected outside the 

Manor to commemorate this association.  

 

A building boom is evident in the whole district 

during the 17th and 18th centuries, and the 

buildings constructed at this time help to define 

Milton Malsor. Many of the buildings from this 

period represent a change in the village’s 

circumstances and therefore many are listed. 

 

Manor Farmhouse and Milton House both date 

from the building improvements which took 

place in the 18th century. Again these buildings 

both contribute to the conservation area and its 

character areas. Milton House is very similar in 

size and massing to the other properties on 

Rectory Lane, being set back from the road 

with a large wall to define the boundaries. The 

structure is very much of its time. It is far less 

vernacular than the smaller cottages built at this 

time. The farmhouse on Malzor Lane shows the 

presence of the agricultural industry, 

particularly as this is linked to Milton Manor, 

showing the structure of farming practices at 

that time, which were very much governed by 

the Lord of the Manor.  

 

Figure 6. Bryant 1827 (Source: Northampton Records Office) 
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4. History and Development 

An Act of 1799 meant that common fields were 

enclosed, and this created a distinctive 

boundary between Milton Malsor and the 

neighbouring village, Collingtree, to the east. 

This would have been a fairly defining point in 

the two villages’ history, creating a division not 

only in the fields but also in the villages. The 

presence of Collingtree is still visible today in 

Milton Malsor with Collingtree Rectory on 

Green Street.  

 

4.6 19th Century 

 

In the early 19th century, the construction of 

the Canal (which later amalgamated with other 

canals to form the Grand Union Canal) 1.5 km 

to the west of the village created a boundary to 

this side of the village. The canal created 

opportunities for the cheap transport of heavy 

goods around the country which led to the 

increased popularity of mass building materials 

such as brick and slate, and less use of more 

vernacular materials like local ironstone and 

thatch. Despite this, due to the availability of 

transport small village industries thrived at this 

time, with the production of lace, fabrics and 

small pins being some of the industries which 

were present in Milton Malsor.  

 

The 19th century also saw a flourish of public 

buildings being constructed. The Methodist 

Chapel was constructed in 1825, and is now 

used as a private dwelling. It is not listed but 

none-the-less plays an important part in the 

character of the village. Shortly after this in 

1827 the stone Non-Conformist Chapel was 

constructed on Green Street. This building has 

since become the Baptist Chapel and is grade 

II listed. The primary school, which is still in 

use, was constructed in 1845. This shows the 

development in community buildings which was 

taking place at this time 

 

There was also a brewery in the village, 

housed in the brick buildings which adjoined 

the Greyhound Inn. Some of the associated 

buildings still exist today although have been 

converted for use as offices. 

 

4.7 20th Century 

 

Although the village was primarily residential in 

the first part of the 20th century there were a 

number of tradesmen who were based in the 

village. One villager remembered the 

tradesman yard, with a butcher, a blacksmith, a 

bespoke bookmaker, a cooper (a barrel maker), 

a carpenter and a dressmaker. These types of 

industries would have been common in small 

villages at the time. Such a workshop is evident 

on the rear of number 39 High Street, a 

Victorian Cottage.  

 

The post war years saw a number of small 

housing developments around the edge of the 

village, which has been exacerbated by the 

proximity to Northampton. There were a 

number of developments in the village in the 

last half of the 20th century, and these 

buildings are particularly apparent when 

located next to the traditional cottages of the 

17th century. The larger housing developments 

which have grown up in the last 50 years are 

primarily located to the north of the village and 

do not affect the historic core significantly. They 

are not included in the conservation area.  

 

The conservation area also wraps round 

modern developments such as Milton Court 

and Orchard Close to exclude them from the 

area, although due to their proximity to the 

conservation area they do still have a 

significant impact on the surrounding area. 

Milton Court was built on the site of Milton 

House orchard, which would have formed a 

continuous green space through the village. 

This was a significant change in the village as 

previously views would have been seen from 

the High Street through to the open pastures. 
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Figure 7: Milton Malsor Archaeological Assets. The areas delineated with red triangles indicate con-

centrations of finds suggesting a significant asset. © Crown Copyright and database right 2014. Ord-

nance Survey 100022487 

 

4. History and Development 

4.8 Archaeological Potential  

 

As mentioned previously there have been 

some archaeological discoveries in Milton 

Malsor, although the majority of these were 

during the digging of the sand pits, scattered 

around the village. There has been little 

specific archaeological research carried out in 

the area. The accidental discovery of artefacts 

suggests that if a more thorough archaeological 

dig was carried out there might be some 

significant evidence for Roman, Saxon and 

Medieval occupation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the more modern developments on 

the northern outskirts of the village might have 

destroyed archaeological potential, although 

the majority of archaeological finds so far tend 

to have been to the south and west of the 

village, rather than the north. Any proposed 

archaeological work should initially begin with 

these areas. 

 

It is possible that sand extraction in the parish 

has already caused significant damage to 

archaeological remains. Any new development 

should also be aware of archaeological 

potential and therefore watching briefs should 

usually be employed.  
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5. Spatial Analysis 

5.1 Settlement form 

 

The form of Milton Malsor is clustered in shape 

with no precise road pattern, although on the 

whole the roads tend to be curvilinear, creating 

closed views in the village. The settlement has 

built up around a central core, focussing on the 

High Street and the U shaped loop of Green 

Street. This densely built area contrasts to the 

outlying areas which are more spacious and on 

the whole have larger plot sizes. The church 

sits separated from the built up core of the 

village, out to the west, and due to its position 

on the highest point of the village 

geographically, it means that the church looks 

down on the rest of the village. This is a 

significant part of the character of the 

conservation area, and therefore settlement 

which surrounds the church should be carefully 

considered. 

 

Prior to late 20th century developments there 

would have been an even higher proportion of 

open space, running through the centre of the 

village. This has unfortunately been lost and 

the form of the village has therefore changed 

somewhat. 

5.2 Grain and massing 

 

The central character area which mainly 

focuses on Green Street, is a narrow and 

densely packed area. The majority of the 

buildings sit on the pavement edge, although 

the listed Baptist Chapel is an exception to this, 

sitting further back. Green Street and High 

Street therefore have a fairly intimate character, 

with changing views caused by the bends in the 

road. The buildings are vernacular scale 

domestic buildings with varying ridge and 

eaves heights. They tend to have a linear 

narrow footprint and a wide frontage, with ridge 

lines parallel to the road. The majority of the 

buildings are 1½ to 2 storeys, although there 

are a few buildings with 1 and 3 storeys 

interspersed around the settlement.  

 

The less compact character area which sits to 

the west of the high street is less dense than 

Green Street, however it retains some of the 

intimate character. The bend in the road still 

creates fairly closed views. The massing of the 

properties is still very similar to those of Green 

Street, primarily with 1½ to 2 storey cottages 

parallel to the road.  

 

The southern portion of the conservation area 

which focuses on Rectory Lane is significantly 

more dispersed than Green Street. This portion 

of the village is dominated by large detached 

houses in substantial plots, with mature trees 

and tall boundary walls. The massing of each 

building is on a larger scale, and the majority 

are three storeys.  

 

The grain of the final area very much focuses 

on open pasture. The only building of 

significance in the area is the grade II* listed 

church, however this area is of particular 

importance in the conservation area as it 

provides the setting and character for the whole 

area and provides an interesting contrast to the 

built up core of the conservation area. The 

separation of the church from the village is also 

important.  

 

 

 

Figure 8: A view of the dense form looking up  Green Street 
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5. Spatial Analysis 

5.3 Trees, hedges and open spaces 

 

Open spaces, trees, hedges and other natural 

features represent essential elements which 

help us understand the development and 

significance of the settlement, contribute to its 

special character and help define its setting.  

 

Milton Malsor is defined by its open pastures 

and paddocks. Two open green spaces, one 

which sits to the north of Rectory Lane, and one 

to the north of Collingtree Road, give the whole 

village a rural character despite the proximity to 

Northampton.  

 

Two previous open spaces, one in the loop of 

Green Street and one the orchard of Milton 

House would have contributed to the character 

of the area, however developments were 

constructed on both of these in the 1970s. With 

a large portion of the village’s open space 

already lost, it becomes even more essential to 

protect the two remaining open spaces.  

 

There are also some smaller greens within the 

village, which whilst fairly small in size, form 

focal points for the village. One of these is the 

Memorial Green at the junction of High Street 

and Green Street and one is further down 

Green Street next to the school. These are 

important as they are historical features and 

important to the village’s character.  

 

Rectory Lane has a large number of trees lining 

the road. Many of the protected trees in the 

conservation area are adjacent to The Old 

Rectory. Another cluster of trees with tree 

preservation orders on them are in the grounds 

of 12 High Street. There are also a number of 

important and protected trees in the grounds of 

the Church of the Holy Cross, by the 

Greyhound Pub, and in the grounds of both 

Milton House and Milton Manor on Malzor Lane. 

Along Rectory Lane in particular the vegetated 

character is particularly important to the 

conservation area, as they define the rural 

nature of the village, and shield some buildings 

from view. Green spaces can be  as important 

to the conservation area as specific buildings, 

as they define the setting and character of the 

area. Where possible any mature trees should 

be protected.  

 

5.4 Land use  

 

The village of Milton Malsor is primarily 

residential. Within the conservation area there 

are two local pubs, a primary school, a village 

shop, and two churches (one Church of 

England and the other Baptist). There is 

surrounding farmland, although few buildings 

within the conservation area relate to this 

anymore (Manor Farm Barns have been 

converted for residential use). As mentioned, 

there  would have been some small local village 

industries such as lace making, however with 

the advent of the industrial revolution these 

gradually disappeared. Evidence of such 

activities does not remain.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: View of open space near church 
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5. Spatial Analysis 

5.5 Street pattern, footpaths, means of 

enclosure 

 

The street layout within Milton Malsor has no 

particular pattern. The High Street divides the 

village, and coming off this Green Street curves 

round and defines the historic core of the 

settlement. Within the conservation area itself 

there are not a significant number of footpaths, 

due to the network of pavements around the 

village. There is one footpath which runs 

across the orchard to the east of the village, 

and another which runs from Rectory Lane 

through to the Compass Pub. These both take 

advantage of the views of the open areas in the 

conservation area.  

 

Pavements are not a historical feature of the 

conservation area, but are common throughout. 

These tend to be tarmac and are edged in 

concrete, which do not enhance or make a 

positive contribution to the conservation area.  

 

The dominant boundary treatment is stone built 

walls, principally built of rubble laid in narrow 

courses. These vary in height. There are also 

some brick walls and hedges used as boundary 

treatments. Boundary walls are most common 

on Rectory Lane, where buildings are set back 

from the road. The maintenance of the 

boundary walls is on the whole adequate, 

although some historic repairs appear to have 

used cement mortar, and other walls could 

benefit from some sensitive repair works.  

5.6 Public Realm 

 

There are aspects of the public realm in Milton 

Malsor which could be improved.  Historic off 

the shelf street furniture, whilst well meaning, is 

not always in scale with the rest of the 

conservation area. Street lighting is an example 

of this. Custom designed lights would be more 

suitable, and where not viable, less intrusive 

simple modern designs can sometimes be 

more appropriate.  

 

Signs in the village are obtrusive in some 

places. Near the church there is a  cluster of 

road signs, which whilst in the interest of public 

safety, do have a significant impact on the 

surrounding area. The roads themselves are 

surfaced with tarmac but due to the lack of 

white lines in the centre of the road the rural 

character of the conservation area is 

maintained.   

 

Street furniture in the conservation area tends 

to add unnecessary clutter to the area, 

although this has been reduced in some areas 

of the village. The area could benefit from the 

removal of some of this, although benches are 

on the whole simple and unobtrusive.  

 

Overhead wires have a detrimental effect on 

the conservation area. This is particularly 

evident on Rectory Lane, where wires interrupt 

the views up the road. Proposals to 

underground overhead wires should be 

encouraged. This has already been carried out 

in some of the conservation area and the 

outcome is very positive.  

 

There is a war memorial on the green at the 

junction between High Street and Green Street. 

This is important for the villagers, and its 

placement is a very important part of the public 

realm, being located at this central point of the 

village.   

 

Figure 10: Stone boundary walls are a common feature 



17 

 

5. Spatial Analysis 

5.7 Public Buildings 

 

There are a number of public buildings in Milton 

Malsor. There are 2 pubs, both of which were 

constructed in the 18th century. One sits on 

Green Street, the Compass Inn, and the other 

by the old Brewery off the High Street, the 

Greyhound. Both of these are still used as 

public houses and were constructed in the 19th 

century. During the 19th century there were 

three churches in the village. The parish 

church, built in the 12th, 13th and 14th 

centuries is still in use today, as is the Baptist 

Chapel which was constructed in 1827. Two 

years prior to this the Methodist Chapel was 

built, in 1825. This has now been converted for 

use as a private dwelling. The school was built 

in 1845 and apart from a few additions still 

appears very much as it would have done at its 

first construction. This is still used as the local 

primary school.  

5.8 Key views and vistas 

 

Milton Malsor has some important views which 

contribute to the character of the conservation 

area. The core of the village, Green Street and 

High Street, are characterised by their closed 

views as the roads curve round. This creates a 

sense of enclosure and a more intimate feel. 

This should be retained with any new 

development being high quality infill which sits 

at the edge of the road. 

 

From Collingtree Road looking out of the village 

the views are dominated by the open paddocks 

looking up towards the church. Such open 

views can also be seen towards one end of 

Rectory Lane.  These open spaces of land 

emphasise the historical associations with 

agriculture, and are not appropriate for 

development. 

 

The opposite views from the church across the 

pastures towards the village highlight the 

diversity of building materials and periods in the 

area, but also emphasise the difference 

between the open spaces of land, and dense 

terraced buildings. 

 

Rectory Lane is typified by views up a 

vegetated road, with significant stone built walls 

either side. The views are significantly different 

from the dense centre of the village, with a less 

intimate atmosphere. Again any new 

development should seek to preserve this with 

traditional boundary walls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11: The School house has been used since 1845 

Figure 12: View across the paddock to the church 
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5. Spatial Analysis 

 

Figure 13: Important Spatial Features in Milton Malsor © Crown Copyright and database right 2014. Ordnance Survey 100022487 
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6. Architectural Analysis 

6.1 Building materials 

 

The predominant external wall material used in 

the conservation area is ironstone rubble laid in 

courses. The use of a local pale limestone is 

also common in some buildings. The use of this 

combination of materials reflects surrounding 

underlying geology.  

 

With the development of railways and canals in 

the early 19th century cheaper alternative 

materials became more widely available. The 

red brick Victorian cottages emphasise this 

widening availability of materials.   

 

Roofs are mainly Welsh blue-black slate, 

although in many cases this would have 

replaced an earlier thatch. Evidence of this is 

visible in steep roof pitches. There are some 

buildings in the conservation area which have 

retained  their thatched roofs, although in many 

cases these have been updated with less local 

styles and materials. Some  clay tiled roofs are 

also present, although there are not any 

apparent clay pits in close proximity to the 

conservation area. There is a combination of 

red  clay pantiles and plain tiles.  This roofing 

material would also have replaced earlier 

thatch.  

 

 

6.2 Architectural characteristics 

 

The primary building type in the core of the 

village is 17th and early 18th century cottages, 

now roofed in slate. The style is vernacular, 

with the use of local ironstone rubble laid in 

courses being the predominant stone used on 

the cottages. 

 

There are some other buildings in the village 

which are less vernacular and more stylistic of 

their time. Milton Manor for example has a 

typical Georgian façade and the Manor House 

on Rectory Lane, with stone lintels and porch, 

is very typical of the 16th century. 

 

Modern growth of the village has led to a fairly 

sizeable stock of post war estate housing, 

mainly in buff and brown brickwork with 

concrete roofing. The majority of this lies on the 

outreaches of the village and therefore does 

not have a significant impact on the 

conservation area, however, there are some 

modern buildings interspersed in with the 

historic properties within the core of the village. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14: The Manse is made from the typical building 

material of the area. 

Figure 15: vernacular cottages are typical  
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6. Architectural Analysis 

6.3 Windows and Doors 

 

There are some original windows which exist in 

Milton Malsor. These tend to be a mix of 

casement, on the older vernacular cottages, 

and sash windows hung both vertically and 

horizontally on slightly more recent buildings. 

Some of the windows have stone mullions. The 

majority of the windows in the area have a 

timber lintel which sits just below eaves’ height 

on the first floor, and stone sills, although this 

does vary. The number of lights and panes 

within lights vary from building to building. 

There are some traditional windows which exist 

in the conservation area which are particularly 

fine examples as they retain their original 

glass. An example of this is the Manse on 

Green Street.  

 

Traditional style doors in the conservation area 

tend to be timber plank. These have been 

modified in some instances, with small glass 

lights in the top portion of the window. There is 

often some detailed ironmongery on the doors, 

which is unlikely to be historic.  

 

 

There has  been some inappropriate 

replacement of windows and doors, which has 

led to loss of character and uniformity. uPVC 

can not replicate the design and style of 

traditional timber windows and doors. Non-

functional glazing bars, disproportionate 

framing and different opening methods all 

contribute to the windows being poor replicas 

of the original openings.  

 

Where there are terraces in the village, in 

some instances each property has had its 

windows and door replaced at different times, 

in a different style to neighbouring properties, 

which has degraded the façade of the building. 

The uniformity of these cottages would have 

played a large part in their architectural 

contribution to the area. 

 

Dormer windows and rooflights are not  

prominent features, although do exist in some 

instances. Where modern dormers have been 

inserted this can degrade the roofscape and 

character of the conservation area.  

 

 

 

Fig 16: An example of a horizontally hung 

sash window, with a timber lintel.  

Figure 17: This plank door with ironmon-

gery and a glass insertion retains the 

buildings character.  
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6. Architectural Analysis 

6.4 Roofscape 

 

The roofscape of Milton Malsor is varied, with 

different character areas having different height, 

pitches and materials of roofs. Most of the 

cottages are high pitched with coped gabled 

ends.  

 

The steep pitch is a remnant from when the use 

of thatch as a roofing material. Originally many 

of the buildings, particularly those in the built up 

core of the village, would have been thatched. 

Since their original construction however many 

of these have been re-roofed in Welsh slate, or 

in some instances in clay tiles. 

 

The thatched buildings which remain do not 

tend to retain their historic thatching materials, 

with most finished in a combed wheat straw 

with decorative ridges, rather than the 

traditionally and locally sourced long straw with 

a flush ridge which would have dominated the 

buildings in the 17th and 18th centuries.  

 

Most properties sit with their ridge lines parallel 

to the road. There are some buildings which 

have their gable end fronting the street although 

this is less common. The orientation of the 

buildings creates a straight line of vision up the 

road.  

 

Properties vary in height. Smaller cottages 

would have originally been a maximum of two 

stories, although in some instances living space 

has extended into the roof, with small windows 

placed on gables providing light. Larger 

properties, such as The Manse on Green 

Street, tend to be taller, with some using 

basement space, and others having full height 

attics such as Milton Manor on Malsor Lane.  

 

The Manor House on Rectory Lane has a more 

complex roofscape than many of the other 

buildings in the conservation area. It has a 

double pile roof with twin gables to the front 

elevation and a hipped roof to the rear. The 

gable end is the front elevation which is an 

anomaly in Milton Malsor.  

 

Milton Manor on Malzor Lane is a gabled roof 

with the main bay being parallel to the road, 

and 3 rear triple piles bays with gable ends 

facing the rear. Both of the Manors, along with 

other larger houses in the village such as Milton 

House and Mortimers, are roofed with Welsh 

Slate.  

 

Chimney stacks are placed at the gable end of 

most properties, with the majority having two 

stacks, one at either gable. They are 

constructed from a mixture of stone and brick. 

Figure 18: Green Street – demonstrating the variable roof-

scape 

Figure 19:  Roofscape varies in different parts of the con-

servation area.  
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7. Positive Buildings 

The buildings coloured on the map make a 

positive contribution to the character of the 

conservation area.  This contribution may be in 

one or more of the following ways:  

 

 Landmark buildings 

 Buildings which provide evidence of the 

area’s history and development 

 Buildings of architectural merit 

 Buildings with local historical associations 

 Buildings which exemplify local vernacular 

styles 

 Groups of buildings which together make a 
positive contribution to the streetscape 

 

There should be a presumption in favour of their 

retention in all but exceptional circumstances.   

 

Figure 20: Significant buildings in the Milton Malsor Conservation Area including those listed buildings of architectural or 

historic interest. © Crown Copyright and database right 2014. Ordnance Survey 100022487 

Proposed Conservation Area

Listed Building/Wall

Other Significant Building
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8. The Conservation Area Boundary 

8.1 Boundary Justification 

 

It was considered that the boundaries of the 

conservation area reviewed in 2000 

appropriately delineated areas of architectural 

and historic interest that contribute to the 

significance of Milton Malsor. No boundary 

amendments were proposed in 2014.   

 

The conservation area does not include the 

modern development to the North, nor does it 

include the modern developments within the 

core of the village, as it is felt that these do not 

make a positive contribution to the historic 

character of the area, due to inappropriate 

materials and design. The areas of open space 

to the west of the church and north of Milton 

Malsor Manor are included as these represent 

a historic part of the village and form a central 

green area to the conservation area.   

 

The area incorporates most of the historic core 

of the village bounded by Towcester Road on 

the west, and Rectory Lane on the south, 

although it does dip southwards of Rectory 

Lane at one point to include the Old Rectory 

and Mortimer's. In the north the conservation 

area boundary is defined by the placement of 

historic and modern buildings. In the east the 

boundary ends after the open paddocks, prior 

to the modern buildings on Barn Lane.  It wraps 

round and excludes some of the more modern 

buildings on Green Street and High Street, as 

well as excluding modern developments such 

as Milton Court and Orchard Close. 

Figure 21: Milton Malsor Conservation Area Boundary © Crown Copyright and database right 2014. Ordnance 

Survey 100022487 
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9. Character Area Analysis 

9.1 Character Areas 
 

There are a number of different characters in 

Milton Malsor Conservation Area, which have 

distinctly different street patterns, buildings, 

materials, gardens etc. The different areas can 

be called ‘character areas’.  

 

Each of these areas is defined by the 

development date, the materials, the function, 

the style and the spacing, among other things.  

 

There are 4 character areas in Milton Malsor 

Conservation Area.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 22: Character Areas in Milton Malsor © Crown Copyright and database right 2014. Ordnance Survey 100022487 

Character Area 1 - Historic core, 

Green Street 

 

Character Area 2 - High Street and 

Malzor Lane 

 

Character Area 3 - Rectory Lane 

 

Character Area 4 - The parish church 

and the open paddocks 
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9. Character Area Analysis 

9.2 Character Area 1 - Historic Core, Green 

Street 

 

The centre of the village, in particular Green 

Street is the most compact part of the 

conservation area. The area tends to have 

cottages fronting the road, with thatched or 

slate roofs. The area is particularly different to 

Rectory Lane, where the majority of the 

properties are set back from the road. The 

compact nature creates a more intimate 

atmosphere, with closed views as the road 

bends round. The area is the historic core of 

the village with the highest density of listed and 

significant buildings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.3 Character Area 2 - High Street and 

Malzor Lane 

 

The second character area is divided from the 

more compact section of the village by the High 

Street. Whilst High Street does have some 

compact cottages, for example on the east 

side, it also feels more spacious than Green 

Street, as some buildings are set back from the 

road, and the road is wider. Again the curved 

road does create a more intimate feel, however 

the properties tend to be more spaced out, 

particularly towards the southern part of the 

village. This character area also includes 

Malzor Lane, which has the Milton Manor, the 

Manor Farmhouse, and barns, now converted 

for residential use. This road in particular is 

less compact, although is still not as dispersed 

as Rectory Lane. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 23: Green Street Character Area 

Figure 24: High Street Character Area 
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Figure 26: Church and Meadows Character Area Figure 25: Rectory Lane Character Area 

 

9. Character Area Analysis 

9.4 Character Area 3 - Rectory Lane 

 

Rectory Lane houses the more widely spaced 

buildings and would have been the more 

affluent area of the village. This road contains 

The Manor, as well as Milton House and the 

Old Rectory, all of which contribute to the 

character of the village. The road is typified by 

large tall boundary walls which sit at the 

roadside. There is also a significant amount of 

vegetation. Plot sizes are large and the 

properties tend to be fairly sizeable. Towards 

the eastern end of the road there are some 

modern buildings, however the main part of the 

road remains relatively historic. This area has a 

more vegetated character than other areas, 

with properties set back from the road. The 

character is still relatively enclosed due to the 

high boundary walls and vegetation, but it is 

much less intimate than other character areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.5 Character Area 4 - The Parish Church 

and the open paddocks 

 

The east of the village is dominated by the 

church. Other than this the area largely 

consists of open paddocks. The views from the 

more built up village over these open paddocks 

to the church are very important. The character 

is open and vegetated, with one building 

dominating the landscape. There are a few 20th 

century buildings on Barn Lane, outside the 

conservation area, which do to an extent alter 

the character area, however the open 

paddocks and the general character are 

unaltered. This open space should be retained 

as it contributes to the village as a whole. The 

separation of the Church from the village is 

also an important characteristic of the 

conservation area.  
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10. Management Plan 

10.1 Threats and Vulnerabilities 

 

Milton Malsor is at risk from a number of 

vulnerabilities and threats. These threats could 

damage the conservation area so it is 

necessary to identify them and devise solutions 

which will protect the historic fabric and 

character of the area.  

 

The most prominent threat is the development 

pressure that is placed on Milton Malsor due to 

its proximity to Northampton. This threat might 

not damage the fabric of specific historic 

buildings but it will affect the conservation 

area’s setting and significance. It is necessary 

to ensure that any new development does not 

affect this setting, and that designs are suitable 

for the specific area. Milton Malsor was 

designated as a Restricted Infill Village in the 

1997 Local Plan, and therefore development is 

to an extent limited. Infill development however 

must be judged carefully to ensure that the 

designs are suitable for the character area in 

which they are located. 

 

Modern public realm is an increasing threat to 

all historic areas as requirements for street 

lights, bus shelters and in particular traffic 

management signs means that places become 

littered with street furniture, reducing the visual 

quality of the area. This can be mitigated to an 

extent. ‘Off the shelf’ historic street furniture is 

rarely better than more simple modern designs. 

Instead the use of custom designed street 

furniture should be encouraged when costs will 

allow. If this is not possible, then in some cases 

very simple modern designs might actually 

stand out less in the historic environment than 

incorrect historic designs. 

 

A major threat to the historic integrity of Milton 

Malsor is slow incremental changes which can 

lead to the loss of character and significance of 

a building and area. These changes can 

include changing windows, adding satellite 

dishes, painting, etc and can cause the area to 

be slowly degraded. Some of these changes 

are allowed by permitted development rights, 

so where these changes will have a significant 

impact, then an Article 4 Direction could be 

considered. This can prevent the loss of 

traditional features such as windows and doors 

and their replacement with modern materials, 

which has an adverse effect on the appearance 

of the whole area. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 27: Modern houses interrupt open views from the 

village.  

Figure 28: Incremental changes such as the addition of dor-

mers can have a negative effect on character 
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10. Management Plan 

The lack of understanding of many of the 

historic buildings of the area could be a threat 

to buildings, and therefore the character of the 

conservation area, particularly when older 

historical periods are not immediately visible on 

the buildings. There is evidence in the village, 

such as in the Church and in the earth works 

associated with the manor houses that a 

settlement existed at the site of Milton Malsor 

at least as far back as the medieval period. 

Understanding the history of the settlement 

might assist in ensuring that parts of the history 

and character of the conservation area are not 

lost.  

 

Traffic management is an increasing problem 

in all historic towns. As discussed previously 

the increase in traffic signs has led to a 

reduction in the visual quality of the area. Cars 

parked on roads can also cause problems. The 

centre of Milton Malsor on the whole does not 

suffer from through traffic, as the Towcester 

Road runs up the edge of the village, and 

further to the west the A43 goes into 

Northampton. Due to the position of the houses 

in the centre however ie up against the road 

edge, this does lead to a lot of cars being 

parked on the street. This can damage the 

visual quality of the area. 

 

The open paddocks play a significant role in 

the character of Milton Malsor. The retention 

and care of this type of feature can sometimes 

be overlooked, with more focus being on the 

built fabric of the conservation area. The 

setting of the conservation area can sometimes 

be as important as the individual buildings in 

the conservation area, and therefore efforts 

need to go into protecting such open spaces.  

 

Figure 29: Traffic parked on the road edge can be detri-

mental to character  

Figure 30: Open  paddocks play an important part in the  

character of the village 
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10. Management Plan 

10.2 Opportunities for Management and 
Enhancement 
 
Sensitive new development in the 
conservation area  
 
To be successful, any future development 

within the conservation area needs to be 

mindful of the local character of the village, 

whilst at the same time being distinctly of the 

21st century and addressing contemporary 

issues such as sustainability. 

 

Successful new development in historic areas 

should: 

 

 Relate well to the geography and history of 

the place and the lie of the land 

 Sit happily in the pattern of existing 

development and routes through and 
around it  

 Respect important views 

 Respect the scale of neighbouring buildings 

 Use materials and building methods which 

are as high in quality as those used in 
existing buildings  

 

(Source: CABE & English Heritage publication 

2001, ‘Building in Context: New development in 

historic areas’) 

 

Action 1: 

New development must respond sensitively 

and creatively to the historic environment.  

 

 

Protect surviving historic architectural 
forms 
 
Milton Malsor has a high quality of buildings 
within the conservation area, but due to the 
limited number of buildings with statutory 
protection, there has been some incremental 
loss of traditional architectural detailing.  
 
The inappropriate replacement of windows and 
doors, roofing materials and mortars affects not 
only the individual buildings, but also the area 
as a whole.  

 
Owners of  buildings in the conservation area 
could be encouraged to use appropriate 
materials and methods, and to reverse any 
previous inappropriate replacements.  
 
Action 2:  
Consider the imposition of further Article 4 
Directions on buildings of significance to 
ensure the protection and reinstatement of 
positive architectural features 
 
Action 3:  
Establish a list of locally significant 
buildings and policies for their preservation 
as part of the forthcoming Local Plan.  
 
 
Boundary walls  
 
Boundary walls are a significant element of the 
character of Milton Malsor. Any new 
boundaries should be constructed of suitable 
stone and be of appropriate height, coursing 
and coping to fit well with existing walls. Any 
new or existing development that is set back 
from the highway should create strong 
boundary treatments to maintain and enhance 
the sense of enclosure and built form seen in 
the conservation area.  
 
Action 4:  
Boundary walls which make a positive 
contribution to the character of the 
conservation area will be retained. New 
boundary treatments should fit with the 
character of existing boundary walls.  
 
Action 5:  
Any new or existing development that is set 
back from the street should be encouraged 
to create strong boundary treatments to 
maintain a sense of enclosure.  
 
 
Paving, surfacing and street furniture.  
 
Opportunities should be taken to enhance 

areas of paving and surfacing whenever 

possible. Careful design and sensitive use of 

materials will be expected in any future 

resurfacing works that take place in Milton 

Malsor.  
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10. Management Plan 

Street furniture and signage affect the 

appearance of the conservation area. 

Unnecessary clutter will have an adverse 

effect on the character and should be resisted.  

 

Action 6:  

Encourage statutory undertakers to 

rationalise and remove unnecessary clutter 

within the conservation area and replace 

with appropriate solutions.  

To work with the highway’s authorities to 

improve surfacing and avoid the insertion of 

inappropriate kerbing and footpaths which 

would have a harmful urbanising affect.  

 

 

Traffic 
  
The flow of traffic and street parking affects the 

appearance of a conservation area. Milton 

Malsor has limited off-road parking so street 

parking is common place, detracting from the 

conservation area.  

 

Action 7:  

Encourage schemes and works that would 

aim to assist in reducing the impact of 

traffic and parking within the conservation 

area, where appropriate.  

 

 

Renewable energy sources  
 
Whilst the council is supportive of the 
sustainable energy agenda it also recognises 
that many sources of renewable energy and 
micro generation have the potential to harm the 
character and appearance of a conservation 
area. Care therefore needs to be taken to 
balance the needs of climate change with the 
preservation of the historic environment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action 8:  
Encourage the sympathetic location of solar 
panels, wind turbines etc to inconspicuous 
roof slopes and building elevations where 
they will not have a detrimental impact on 
the character and appearance of the 
conservation area.  
 
 

Protect archaeological remains 

 

Evidence has shown that Milton Malsor may 

have been inhabited since before the Roman 

period, and further buried evidence of past 

occupation may survive in and around the 

village. Development which might disturb 

archaeological remains could require a 

watching brief to ensure the preservation of 

archaeological finds.  

 

Action 9:  

Development which involves below-ground 

excavation must have regard to the 

potential for archaeological finds.  

 
 
Tree management 
 

Conservation area designation affords 

protection to trees from unauthorised felling or 

lopping. The full canopies of large mature trees 

have a significant impact on the character of 

the conservation area. There are some ancient 

trees which contribute to the character of Milton 

Malsor. These, along with any other positive 

trees, should be protected where possible in 

order to maintain the character of the 

conservation area .  

 

Action  10: 

Large mature trees should be retained 

wherever possible in order to preserve the 

character of the conservation area. 

Opportunities should be taken as 

appropriate to plant young trees in order to 

ensure the continued existence of mature 

trees in the future. 
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10. Management Plan 

Open Spaces 

 

The open spaces in Milton Malsor are a 

defining characteristic of the whole 

conservation area. The large open paddocks 

which separate the built up core of the village 

from the church create significant views and 

provide distinctions between various character 

areas. On the whole development on these 

open spaces should be avoided. Efforts should 

be made to retain the large open spaces to 

enhance the character and appearance of the 

conservation area .   

 

Action 11:  

Promote the sympathetic management of 

areas of open space within the conservation 

area and prevent inappropriate 

development on these areas.  

 

 

Satellite antennas  

 

Satellite and radio antennas are non traditional 

features which have the potential to disfigure 

the appearance of traditional buildings. Care 

must be taken to ensure that they are located 

where they will not have an impact on the 

significance of the heritage assets and the 

character and appearance of the conservation 

area.  

 

Action 12:  

Require the location of satellite antennas in 

inconspicuous sites to prevent harm to the 

historic character and visual appearance of 

the area. Planning permission is required to 

install a satellite dish or other microwave 

antennas if they are to be sited on a 

chimney stack, wall or roof slope that faces 

onto or is visible from a highway.  

 

 

 

 

Telegraph poles, lamp standards and 
overhead cables  
 
The visual impact of overhead wires, telegraph 
poles and lamp standards has the potential to 
dominate and disfigure the character and 
appearance of the conservation area. Action is 
needed to ensure that this situation does not 
occur.  
 
Action 13:  
Encourage the replacement of inappropriate 
street lighting and undergrounding of 
cables to reduce the visual impact caused 
by overhead lines and their supporting 
structures within the conservation area.  
 
 
Development affecting the setting of a 
conservation area  
 

It is important that development around the 
conservation area does not harm its setting. 
Any development in or around Milton Malsor 
which affects the setting of the conservation 
area should have regards to views in and out of 
the conservation area, the setting of positive 
buildings and the character of the landscape. 
Appropriate design and materials should be 
used in development adjacent to the 
conservation area.  
 
Action 14:  
The impact of development on the character 
and appearance of the conservation area 
should be considered. This applies equally 
to development outside the conservation 
area if it is likely to affect the setting of the 
conservation area.  
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11.2 Internet Sources: 

 

 www.british-history.ac.uk 

 www.rnrpenvironmentalcharacter.org.uk/ 

 http:/www.miltonmalsorhistory.org.uk/ 

 http:/

www.miltonmalsorparishcouncil.org.uk/ 

 

For further information on historic buildings and 

local history Northampton shire libraries and 

Northamptonshire Records Office have a local 

history collection which includes books on 

historic buildings. 

11.3 Sources of Further Information 

 

There are a wide range of national societies 

devoted to the study and conservation of 

historic buildings. Many of these national 

bodies have regional groups in this area. 

 

Society for the Protection of 

Ancient Buildings (SPAB) 

www.spab.org.uk 

A good source of practical information about 

looking after buildings of all periods. 

 

Ancient Monuments Society 

www.ams.org.uk 

Devoted to the study and conservation of 

ancient monuments, historic building and fine 

old craftsmanship, with a particular interest in 

church buildings. 

 

Georgian Group 

www.georgiangroup.org.uk 

Interested in the study and conservation of 18th

- and early 19thcentury buildings. 

 

Victorian Society 

www.victoriansociety.org.uk 

Interested in the appreciation and conservation 

of 19th and early 20th century buildings of all 

types. 

 

The following websites are a useful 

source of local history information: 

• http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/ - national 

archaeological data service. 

• http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ - 

historic public records online. 
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11. References and Sources of Further       

  Information 

11.4 Community involvement and 

Adoption 

 

A draft version of this appraisal will go through 

a public consultation process. A six week 

period of public consultation will include: 

 A presentation of the appraisal and 

discussion forum at a public meeting;   

 Identified stakeholders and interested 

parties will be directly notified;  

 The appraisal and response form will be 

made available through the Council’s 

website;  

 The consultation will be advertised with 

local press coverage and a leaflet drop to 

residences in the conservation area.  

 

The consultation responses will be evaluated 

and the appraisal may be amended in light of 

comments received. Once adopted the 

appraisal will be a material consideration when 

applications are considered by the council.  

 

The appraisal is not intended to be 

comprehensive and the omission of any 

particular building, feature or space should not 

be taken to imply that it is not of interest.  

 

11.5 Copyright 

 

All Ordnance Survey maps are reproduced 

under licence. Ordnance Survey maps may not 

be copied or reproduced without the permission 

of Ordnance Survey. The text and photographs 

in this report may not be reproduced for profit 

and must be appropriately referenced if 

reproduced. 

 

 

11.6 Accessibility 

 

If you require this document in a different 

format please contact the Heritage Team for 

assistance.  

 

11.7 Contact Details 

 

Planning Policy and Heritage Team 

South Northamptonshire Council 

Springfields 

Towcester 

NN12 6AE 

 

heritage@southnorthants.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01327 322265 

 

 

 



34 

 

Published in January 2015 by South Northamptonshire Council. Council Office, Springfields, Towcester. NN12 6AE  

Tel 01327 322265 email: heritage@southnorthants.gov.uk   website www.southnorthants.gov.uk 


