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MILTON MALSOR PARISH PLAN 

 
REPORT OF HEAD OF STRATEGIC PLANNING AND THE ECONOMY 

 
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 For Members to consider the Parish Plan for Milton Malsor which the Parish wish to 

see adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document the responses received during 
consultation and the recommendations made by Officers, and to determine whether 
they wish to recommend their adoption by Full Council. 

 
2 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
2.1 To ensure that the Parish Plan is given appropriate weight in the determination of 

future planning applications.  
 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 The Council recognises the importance of Parish Plans as an important tool for 

community planning that gives local communities the opportunity to have their say on 
its future place-making. A Parish Plan gives information about a Parish, sets out local 
issues and how the community wants to develop over the next 5-10 years and 
reflects the views of all sections of the community.  

 
3.2 Parish Plans support the ideals of localism and are about giving local people a say in 

the future of their community. The Milton Malsor Parish Plan does this through 
analysing the distinctive character of the village, understanding the needs and 
demands of the community and finally drawing up a set of actions to maintain or 
address the priority issues.  

 
3.3 The Parish Plan for Milton Malsor was originally written in 2005. the Council has been 

engaged with a number of villages and the preparation of their VDS and proposes 
that these are adopted as supplementary planning documents.  
 

3.4 The Council approved the Parish Plan for consultation prior to consultation taking 
place in April 2011. A total of 7 responses were received from the development 
industry, national and local interest groups and organisations and parish councils. In 
general there was strong support for the preparation of the SPD from all sectors of 
those who responded. A summary of the consultation responses and the 
recommendation made by your Officers is attached at Appendix 1. A copy of the 
original draft Parish Plan together with proposed amendments as a result of the 
responses received is attached in Appendix 2.  
  



 

3.5 The responses received included comments from English Heritage, Environment 
Agency, Northamptonshire Police and Fire and Rescue Service, Natural England and 
Anglian Water. These are set out in Appendix 1. The responses included: 
 

•  The Plan should refer to measures to improve water efficiency and sustainable 
technologies such as green roofs, sustainable urban drainage systems, and 
permeable car parking areas through use of grasscrete 

•  The geological and topographical nature of the villages should be included in the 
Plan 

•  There should be mention of the importance of design that provides safe and 
secure communities, prevents crime, and that accords with ‘Secured by Design’ 
principles 

•  New developments should include fire safety measures 

•  Principles for the management of surface water should be included, eg 
sustainable urban drainage systems 

•  The Parish Plan should encourage early discussion with key stakeholders eg 
County Highway Authority, Conservation Officers, Housing Officers and Anglian 
Water on development proposals 

•  Future development should be planned so that it does not result in further 
pressure on the water environment 

•  Any planting of trees should ensure that it does not disrupt the water supply and 
sewer networks. 

 
3.6 It is considered that the changes proposed to the draft Parish Plan will strengthen the 

document following for example inclusion of valuable advice from Environment 
Agency, Anglian Water and Northamptonshire Police, and enable it to be adopted as 
an SPD which will carry weight as a material planning consideration in the 
determination of planning applications.  

 
3.7 The comments received during the public consultation together with the proposed 

changes which Officers consider should be made to the Parish Plan as a result have 
been passed back to the Parish Council of Milton Malsor who have accepted that the 
proposed changes be made to their document.   

 
4. LINKS TO CORPORATE PRIORITIES AND POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
 This report links to the following Corporate Priorities: 

•  Preserve what’s Special 

•  Protect the vulnerable 
 

5.  ANNEXES 
 

• Draft Milton Malsor Parish Plan with proposed amendments (Appendix 1) 
 

• Consultation Responses Received to Milton Malsor Parish Plan together with the 
District Council’s Recommendation (Appendix 2) 

 
6. RECOMMENDATIONS   
 
6.1 That the Committee notes the responses to the Milton Malsor Parish Plan and 

recommends that it be approved as a Supplementary Planning Document by Full 
Council.  



 

Background Papers:  
   

Contact Officer(s): Andy D’Arcy - Lead Officer: Planning Policy 
Wendy Cooper - Planning Policy Officer 
Adrian Colwell - Head of Strategic Planning and the Economy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendix 1 
Recommended Amendments to Draft Parish Plan 
 
(Amendments are in italics) 
 
MILTON MALSOR PARISH PLAN 
Page 1: Introduction 
Milton Malsor is a small village situated 3 miles to the south of Northampton – close to the 
M1 motorway, the west coast railway line and the Grand Union canal. There is evidence 
that a settlement existed on the site over 2,000 years ago, and the village is mentioned in 
the Domesday Book. Today it is believed to comprise some 300 dwellings occupied by 
approximately 700 villagers. 
 
There is an Anglican Church, a Baptist Chapel, a primary school, a Village Hall, 2 shops, 
and two public houses. There are also two developments on the outskirts of the village 
housing 10 small business units. (Appendix A shows the parish boundary and a street map 
of Milton Malsor). The village has recently had a development of 30 additional houses at Chestnut 

Close. 

 
The Milton Malsor Brook flows to the north west of the village. An ordinary watercourse (non-main 
river) flows through the centre of the village. This watercourse is culverted in some locations. The 
Environment Agency support the opening up of the watercourse ie. removal of culverted sections 
since culverts can be detrimental for a variety of reasons." 

 
In late 2003 the Milton Malsor Parish Council decided to undertake a project to develop a 
Parish Plan, encouraged by the Government’s Rural White Paper: “Our Countryside – The 
Future”. This White Paper describes the purpose of a Parish Plan as setting out: 
 
“…a vision of what is important, how new development can best be fitted in, the design 
and quality standards it should meet, how to preserve valued local features and to map out 
the facilities which the community needs to safeguard the future.” 
 
Further background to the White Paper and the Countryside Agency’s associated Vital 
Villages initiative are given in Appendix B. 
 
Development of the Plan 
 
The Parish Plan was developed by a Parish Plan Steering Group1 in consultation with 
members of the Parish Council and a majority of residents of the village. It is the result of 
the following steps carried out over more than one year. 
 

o In November 2003 the Parish Council applied to the Countryside Agency for a grant 
to produce a Parish Plan. The application was successful and a grant of up to 
£2,482.50 was awarded in February 20042. 

 
o An independent Steering Group was drawn together from volunteer village 

residents and members of the Parish Council, and a plan was developed for the 12 
month project. (Appendix C – Project Plan) 

 

                                                 
1
 The Milton Malsor Parish Plan Steering Group comprised 7 volunteers detailed at the front of this report 
 
2
 Expenditure as at 31 March 2005 was £1432.15 



 

o During the months of June to August 2004 residents of the village involved in 
groups and activities were invited to raise awareness of their group at an Open Day. 
A focus group discussion was held for elderly residents who were less likely to be 
able to attend the Open Day to ensure their views were incorporated. 

 
o In September 2004 an Open Day, referred to as the “Future Ideas and Needs Day” 

(FIND) was held at the Village Hall to provide the entire village community with an 
opportunity to identify local issues and inform the development of a Questionnaire. 

 
o At the end of November 2004, and following a pilot survey, a total of 310 

Questionnaires were distributed by a group of 30 volunteers to each household in 
the village and local businesses. A total of 248 completed forms were collected 
reflecting the views of households and businesses representing 581 people. A 
response rate of 80% was achieved. Information was collated and analysed using a 
software package – “Village Appraisals” – produced by the University of 
Gloucestershire in collaboration with the Countryside Agency. 

 
o By February 2005 the Questionnaire results had been analysed, and audited 

independently. Appendix D details the statistical results arising from analysis of the 
Questionnaire responses, and where respondents made substantive comments 
these have been summarised in Appendix E. 

 
o Conclusions, and recommendations for action, were then developed by the Steering 

Group and discussed with members of the Parish Council to ensure feasibility and 
relevance. 

 
o At the beginning of March 2005 the Steering Group made a presentation of the 

conclusions and recommendations to village residents. At the end of the 
presentation, further comments were invited and discussed. 

 
o By the end of March 2005 the Milton Malsor Parish Plan 2005 had been completed 

in the form of this document and presented to the Parish Council for adoption at the 
12 April 2005 Parish Council meeting. Following adoption, the Plan will be 
distributed to relevant bodies including the Countryside Agency and South 
Northamptonshire Council, and made available for public viewing. 

 
 



 

 
Conclusions and Recommendations 

 
The conclusions and recommendations drawn from responses to the Questionnaire are 
presented in the following pages. They are presented in two sections: 
 
Section 1 – Household: provides a summary of observations and recommendations 
based on those questions which collected factual information about respondents, and 
 
Section 2 – Personal: provides conclusions and recommendations resulting from the 
personal views and opinions expressed. The issues in the second section are 
presented in order of the number of times they were identified by respondents as the 
highest priority issue for the village. The highest priority issue identified was the 
retention of the village identity. Other high priority issues were improvement to roads, 
pavements and lighting, road safety, crime and policing, the village shop and Post 
Office and better facilities for children and young people. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Future Steps 
 
Following the adoption of the Parish Plan 2005, it is anticipated that Milton Malsor 
Parish Council will carry out the actions that have been recommended, and will monitor 
progress against the plan on a regular basis. Availability of funding will, to a large 
extent, dictate the speed with which recommendations can be taken forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MILTON MALSOR PARISH PLAN 2005 
 
SECTION 1 – HOUSEHOLD : Responses summarised and commented here are those from the Household and Personal sections of the Questionnaire 
which were intended to collect factual information rather than seek opinion. They provide details of the profile of the responding group. 
 

No Question Observations & Recommendations for action 

1 How many people, including 
children, normally live in your 
household? 

The Questionnaire was distributed to 297 households and 13 businesses – a total of 310. The total number of 
households and businesses responding was 248, giving an 80% response rate. The 235 households that 
responded indicated that 576 people, including children, normally live there. (Businesses were not requested to 
indicate numbers of residents). 
Assuming family households are those with 3 or more residents, these represent 36% of the total:- 
 
No in household            No of households                                    No in household                         No of 
households 
1 …………………………… 60 (26%)                                                         5 ………………………………...17 (7%) 
2 ………………….......…...  90 (38%)                                                         6 ………………………………... 1 (<1%) 
3 …………………………… 34 (14%)                                                         7 ………………………………... 1 (<1%) 
4 …………………………… 32 (14%) 
 

2 How many people in the household 
in each age group 

Evidence from the questionnaire identified that a majority of the residents are aged between 25 and 64 years, 
with almost half the residents being over 45 years. A broadly even balance between males and females exists 
within each age band. 

3 Reason for leaving the village By far the largest number of people leaving the village do so in order to set up homes independently as would be 
expected in certain age groups. A small, but significant, number have left because of a lack of suitable 
accommodation; to inform future development plans it may be necessary to carry out a further investigation or 
Housing Needs Survey. 

4 Gender The responses show that the village has an even balance between males and females (48% vs 52%).Question 1 
revealed that 36% of the responding households were “family households” while 64% were households 
comprising 1 or 2 individuals. The Parish Council could use this baseline when considering a balance for need 
during any consultation. 

5 Age group The spread of people from 11 to 85+ appears to show that a larger proportion of the residents are in the higher 
age bands than the national average. The Parish Council to note this when considering funding requirements. 

6 Employment Status It could be said that the evidence reflects an older population because there are more employed or retired than in 
full time education. The Parish Council to consider attracting vocational activities or leisure activities for older 
population. 

7 Distance travelled for employment The conclusion is drawn that most people work locally, or within the boundaries of Towcester and Northampton. 
It could be said that this is a supporting argument for an efficient local public transport system. The Parish 
Council should use this data to inform the Northamptonshire Transport Plan when it is re-drafted. 

 
 
 



 

 
SECTION 2 – PERSONAL : Responses summarised here are taken from the Personal Section only and reflect the opinions expressed by respondents. 
The topics are presented in the priority order determined by respondents’ answers to Question 33 – “What do you think is the single most important 
issue covered in the Questionnaire. Respondents did not identify any major issues that were not already covered by the Questionnaire. 
 

No Conclusions drawn from responses to Questionnaire Recommendations for Action 

11 
28 

Improvements to Roads/Pavements/Lighting 
The issues of greatest concern were Roads and Pavements, followed by Street 
lighting. The poor condition of pavements was of particular concern to 
wheelchair and pushchair users. 
There continues to be concern that Rectory Lane is still a rat run for 
traffic and the pavement and road have not seen any recent improvement. 

The Parish Council (PC) should continue to strive as a high priority for the 
repair and improvement to all roads, pavements and lighting and to use the 
data provided to enforce the issue with the County Council. The PC should 
identify in consultation with the village where additional lighting may be 
necessary and to budget accordingly. 

26 
27 

Road safety 
Specific danger spots were highlighted in narrative responses with 332 
individuals responding that they did think there are major danger spots on the 
roads in Milton Malsor. There was broad support for a wide range of traffic 
control measures in key locations, with only 12% of respondents supporting no 
action. 

The PC should continue to reflect the high level of concern in their discussion 
regarding road safety with Northamptonshire County Council Highways and to 
see what further action can be taken. The PC should note the areas 
considered to be most at risk and to take into account the support from the 
villagers for various traffic control measures as indicated in the responses to 
Question 26. The PC should continue to work with the school, police and 
other relevant groups. 
There is now a weight restriction on the village so motorway freight or 
any freight has reduced. 

13 
14 

Crime/Policing 
Residents perceived crime and antisocial behaviour as a significant issue; 
however it is not obvious that this perception is borne out by the facts. A high 
level of respondents consider the policing of the village to be reasonable. 

The PC should continue to liaise with the local police and the Neighbourhood 
Watch organisers to ensure that Crime/Policing issues are properly recorded 
and kept in perspective. The PC should use the PC Newsletter to keep 
everyone informed and to be certain that the reporting does not increase the 
fear of crime. 
The connection between poor urban/ environmental design and crime 
and anti-social behaviour is now widely recognised. Accordingly, 
applicants proposing new developments will be expected to consult 
with the Police Crime Design Advisor prior to submitting a planning 
application, and to demonstrate that the resulting advice is incorporated 
in the proposals. This will enable the Council to discharge its 
responsibilities under the the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and the 
Police and Justice Act 2006. Development should be designed in 
accordance with documents such as 'Secured by Design' and meet 
Building Regulations which highlight this issue. 
Developers are encouraged to consider incorporating sprinkler systems 
within all new units. 

20 
21 
22 

Village Post Office and Shopping Facilities 
There is a limited level of lack of awareness of services on offer which could be 
addressed. In regard to the shop the cost of products did not appear to be as 

The PC continue to liaise with the proprietor of this retail business practice 
which represents one of several within the village. Specific recommendations 
were made by respondents which could be summarised and provide a useful 



 

23 critical an issue as to the range of goods and the opening hours and 
presentation were more of a concern. 

basis for discussion (narrative responses to question 23). The PC to note the 
importance reflected, particularly by those residents who have fewer 
alternatives to access services. 
A new shop has opened which has improved services so the village now 
has two shops.  

32 Facilities for Children/Young People 
Although only a relatively small number of the respondents judged the 
recreation ground facilities as poor, the issue of the need for better facilities for 
young people was considered important, judged by responses to Q.33. 

The PC to continue to seek funding for the benefit of youth recreational 
facilities. 
The playground has now been improved with new equipment. 

15 Accommodation/Housing 
Regarding future planning and development – starter homes identified as 
needed – confirmed in other questions. 

The PC should use the data provided to add weight to any ‘Housing Needs 
Survey’ being conducted when considering the planning and development of 
any housing requirements within the village. 

17 Frequency of refuse/recycling bin collection 
A significant majority of respondents (73%) were satisfied with the present 
refuse collection arrangements. Where concerns were voiced they related 
predominantly to larger families and the need for more frequent black bin 
collection in summer months. 

The PC to contact South Northants Council for information on any additional 
offers available and inform the village by putting South Northants Council 
(SNC) contact details in the PC Newsletter encouraging individuals to contact 
SNC for advice and information on specific concerns. 

No Conclusions drawn from responses to Questionnaire Recommendations for Action 

30 Protection and Enhancement of local environment 
This question attracted a high response. Employment, Highways and Public 
Transport responses are covered elsewhere by questions 6, 16, 26, 28. Of the 
remaining issues planting more trees was the most significant. 

It is recommended that the PC collaborate with neighbouring villages, 
identifying relevant ways of protecting and enhancing the local environment. 
Where tree planting is seen to be a key feature, plans should be made which 
consider the type of trees required for each purpose. Funding should then be 
sought in order to implement plans. 
New trees have been planted to replace those lost or enhance the local 
environment. 

16 Public Transport 
Reliability and timetable, rather than cost, were the key issues of concern about 
the present bus service. The high proportion of residents employed within 10 
miles of the village suggests that the provision of a more-attractive local public 
transport service could have a significant impact on travel patterns.  

The PC should note the data provided in the questionnaire and inform the 
SNC Transport Planning Authority of the essential requirement to provide 
adequate public transport for the use of the villagers. 

19 Additional Care Support 
The main concerns raised were with regard to elderly access to medical 
services, and the availability of a “handyman” service. 

The PC should make a bigger contribution to ensure there is adequate 
publication of the ‘Care and Support Services’ that are available for residents. 
The introduction of an ‘Information Pack’ should be considered. The pack 
could provide details of local transport arrangements for medical 
appointments or the collection of medicine, the availability of a ‘handyman’ 
provision of a “Buddy” scheme for the elderly or those wanting further 
assistance and any other useful information.   

31 New clubs/activities to be provided 
A lower response to this question with some support for most of the activities 
listed. Highest response for yoga, tennis and outdoor bowls. 

The PC should publish these figures to highlight the levels of interest, 
including those activities that were recorded in the textual comments. The PC 
to identify priorities should a development opportunity arise. 



 

10 Parking for elderly and disabled 
Parking for the disabled was a cause for concern among a significant 
proportion of respondents. 

Investigate possible areas of need and assess the feasibility of identifying 
more specific areas for disabled parking. Also consider greater protection of 
those areas already designated. 

29 Pollution concerns 
This was not perceived to be a major issue. Highest levels of concern were 
regarding motorcycle scrambling, motorway and local traffic noise and air 
pollution. 

The PC should note these concerns of pollution and inform the Highways 
Agency about the impact of surface noise from the M1 motorway and 
elsewhere. Of a more general note it may be advantageous to consider a 
tree-planting venture around and in the village to limit the effect of noise, 
lighting and air pollution. 
New development needs to be planned carefully so that it does not 
result in further pressure on the water environment (eg. water resources 
and increased volumes of sewage effluent. In addition to no 
deterioration there must be progress towards an improved water status. 
SuDS such as soakaways and bio-retention areas should be encouraged 
in new development to reduce the quantity of water reaching the sewage 
treatment plant during storms and reduce the risk of flooding from the 
sewage network. Developers proposing new development are advised to 
confirm with Anglian Water Ltd  whether or not there is sufficient 
capacity for the connection, conveyance, and the treatment and 
disposal of quality and quantity of water to Yardley Hastings Treatment 
Works. 

12 Importance of the Village Hall 
Almost 96% of respondents thought it important to retain the Village Hall. 

The narrative comments provided should by passed to the Village Hall 
committee for consideration. The PC should work to support the Village Hall 
wherever possible. 

18 Educational facilities 
There is a relatively high level of interest, particularly for out of school child 
care provision as well as adult education. 

The PC to provide summaries of the comments received to those groups 
most likely to be involved in provision of such facilities. The PC to 
communicate on current provision through the Parish Council Newsletter and 
to provide information on the level of interest. 

8 
9 

Communications 
88% of respondents considered the amount of information about village events 
to be reasonable or good. The most effective means of communication are 
those distributed directly through doors. 

The PC should seek to maintain a high quality informed newsletter. 
Publicising future events is most effective via the Three Parishes Newsletter 
and the PC Newsletter. Make these numbers known to those promoting 
events/activities in the village. Village welcome leaflet to be considered for 
newcomers. 

 



 

Appendix 2 
Consultation Responses Received to Milton Malsor Parish Plan together with the District Council’s Recommendation  

 
Consideration of Consultation Comments to Milton Malsor Parish Plan with SNC’s Response 
 

Item Respondent 
Number 

Parish Plan 
Document 

For/ 
Organisation  

Document Part/ 
Chapter 

Comment SNC Response 

001 01 Milton Malsor English Heritage General Do not propose to submit any comments. 
We have just published a new document 
in partnership with ACRE, which villages 
involved in these local initiatives may find 
of assistance.  

Comments noted.  
 
No change. 

002 02 Milton Malsor Individual General The post office has now gone.  
The playground has been improved with 
new equipment.  
The village has now Chestnut Close 
housing development of some 30 
additional houses.  
Rectory Lane is still a rat run for traffic 
and the pavement and road has not seen 
any improvement since the Plan was put 
together.  
There is now a weight restriction on the 
village so motorway freight or any freight 
has reduced, although we still get the odd 
continental that cannot drive or read local 
signs.  
New trees have been planted to replace 
those lost or enhance the village 
environment.  
A new shop has opened which has 
improved services so the village now has 
two shops.  

Comments noted. The Parish Plan should 
be updated to take these comments on 
board. 
 
Amend the Parish Plan in the following 
ways:  
Para. 2 on Page 1 - Delete Post Office 
from 1st sentence. Revise shop in first 
sentence to read 2 shops. Add sentence 
to end of para. 2 as follows: "The village 
has recently had a development of 30 
additional houses at Chestnut Close." 
Page 3 Section 2 - Revise by deleting 
reference to Post Office in last sentence. 
Amend reference to village shop to 2 
village shops.  
Section 2 - Improvements to Roads/ 
Pavements/ Lighting: 2nd column: 
"There continues to be concern that 
Rectory Lane is still a rat run for traffic 
and the pavement and road have not 
seen any recent improvement."  
Road Safety: 3rd column: "There is now 
a weight restriction on the village so 
motorway freight or any freight has 
reduced." 
Village Post Office and Shopping 
Facilities: 2nd column: Delete 'current 



 

Item Respondent 
Number 

Parish Plan 
Document 

For/ 
Organisation  

Document Part/ 
Chapter 

Comment SNC Response 

post office facilities'. 3rd column: Add "A 
new shop has opened which has 
improved services so the village now 
has two shops." 
Facilities for Children/ Young People: 3rd 
column: "The playground has now been 
improved with new equipment." 
Protection and Enhancement of Local 
Environment: 3rd column: "New trees 
have been planted to replace those lost 
or enhance the local environment." 

003 03 Milton Malsor Milton Malsor 
Parish Council 

General Members both welcome and fully support 
the proposal to adopt the Milton Malsor 
Parish Plan 2005 as a supplement to the 
Council's planning policies. The content of 
the plan does not require updating as it 
still meets the needs and requirements of 
Milton Malsor Parish. Should there be any 
changes in the future, the Parish Council 
will write and inform. The consultation 
refers to the plan as an "Action Plan" 
instead of a "Parish Plan" so the Council 
requests that the records be amended 
accordingly. 

Comments noted. 
 
Future reference will be made to Parish 
Plan.  

004 04 Milton Malsor Environment 
Agency 

General The Milton Malsor Brook flows to the 
north west of the village. The prior written 
consent of the Environment Agency is 
required for any proposed works or 
structures, in, under, over or within nine 
metres of the top of the bank of the Milton 
Malsor Brook, designated as a 'main 
river'. An ordinary watercourse (non-main 
river) flows through the centre of the 
village. This watercourse is culverted in 
some locations. Erection of flow control 
structures or any culverting of a 
watercourse requires the prior written 
approval of the Environment Agency, who 
should be consulted if works are 

Comments noted. Add text to Parish Plan 
reflecting these issues and point to the fact 
that new development should take account 
of the issues raised by the Environment 
Agency including sewerage treatment, that 
there is a need to improve water status, and 
should utilise sustainable drainage 
methods.  
 
Add text to page 1 as follows: "The 
Milton Malsor Brook flows to the north 
west of the village. An ordinary 
watercourse (non-main river) flows 
through the centre of the village. This 
watercourse is culverted in some 



 

Item Respondent 
Number 

Parish Plan 
Document 

For/ 
Organisation  

Document Part/ 
Chapter 

Comment SNC Response 

proposed near the watercourses either 
open or culverted. The EA support the 
opening up of the watercourse ie. removal 
of culverted sections since culverts can 
be detrimental for a variety of reasons.  

locations. The Environment Agency 
support the opening up of the 
watercourse ie. removal of culverted 
sections since culverts can be 
detrimental for a variety of reasons." 

005 04 Milton Malsor Environment 
Agency 

General Future development needs to be planned 
carefully so that it does not result in 
further pressure on the water environment 
(eg. Water resources and increased 
volumes of sewage effluent) and 
compromise Water Framework Directive 
(WFD) objectives. In addition to no 
deterioration there must be progress 
towards an improved water status. Any 
new development should provide 
confirmation from Anglian Water Ltd as to 
whether or not there is sufficient capacity 
for the connection, conveyance, and the 
treatment and disposal of quality and 
quantity of water to Yardley Hastings 
Treatment Works.  

Comments noted. Add text to Parish Plan 
reflecting that new development should take 
account of the issues raised by the 
Environment Agency including sewerage 
treatment, that there is a need to improve 
water status, should utilise sustainable 
drainage methods.  
 
Add text to Section 2 Pollution Concerns 
3
rd
 column as follows: "New 

development needs to be planned 
carefully so that it does not result in 
further pressure on the water 
environment (eg. water resources and 
increased volumes of sewage effluent. In 
addition to no deterioration there must 
be progress towards an improved water 
status. SuDS such as soakaways and 
bio-retention areas should be 
encouraged in new development to 
reduce the quantity of water reaching the 
sewage treatment plant during storms 
and reduce the risk of flooding from the 
sewage network. Developers proposing 
new development are advised to confirm 
with Anglian Water Ltd  whether or not 
there is sufficient capacity for the 
connection, conveyance, and the 
treatment and disposal of quality and 
quantity of water to Yardley Hastings 
Treatment Works."  



 

Item Respondent 
Number 

Parish Plan 
Document 

For/ 
Organisation  

Document Part/ 
Chapter 

Comment SNC Response 

006 04 Milton Malsor Environment 
Agency 

General The VDS should support initiatives aimed 
at reducing water use and encourage 
residents to explore the issue of the 
efficient use of water. Examples of water 
saving measures that could be installed 
include low flush toilets, low flow 
showerheads and rainwater harvesting 
systems. Greywater recycling also has 
the potential to reduce water consumption 
in the average household by up to 35%. 
This must however be achieved in a safe 
and hygienic manner. 

Agreed. It is important that the design of 
new development manages surface water 
and flood risk and encourages sustainable 
water use.  
 
Refer to comments 05/04 above.  

007 05 Milton Malsor Northamptonshire 
Police & 
Northamptonshire 
Fire & Rescue 
Service 

General As stated within the introduction of the 
plan, the purpose of a parish plan is to 
provide "a vision of what is important, how 
new development can best be fitted in, 
the design and quality standards it should 
meet…" With this in mind the Force & 
NFRS strongly encourage that the 
document is updated to include a 
reference which encourages developers 
to focus on crime prevention, community 
and fire safety issues when designing 
new or modified schemes.  

Comments noted. Security and safety are 
recognised as being key design issues 
within new development, and the Parish 
Plan should therefore make reference to 
these issues.  
 
Add text to the Parish Plan at Section 2 
Crime/ Policing 3

rd
 column as follows: 

"The connection between poor urban/ 
environmental design and crime and 
anti-social behaviour is now widely 
recognised. Accordingly, applicants 
proposing new developments will be 
expected to consult with the Police 
Crime Design Advisor prior to submitting 
a planning application, and to 
demonstrate that the resulting advice is 
incorporated in the proposals. This will 
enable the Council to discharge its 
responsibilities under the Crime and 
Disorder Act 1998 and the Police and 
Justice Act 2006. Development should 
be designed in accordance with 
documents such as 'Secured by Design' 
and meet Building Regulations which 
highlight this issue."   



 

Item Respondent 
Number 

Parish Plan 
Document 

For/ 
Organisation  

Document Part/ 
Chapter 

Comment SNC Response 

008 05 Milton Malsor Northamptonshire 
Police & 
Northamptonshire 
Fire & Rescue 
Service 

General The Force believes that the 7 attributes of 
safer places as set out in 'Safer Places - 
the planning system and crime prevention' 
should be followed. These are: Access 
and movement - places with well-defined 
routes, spaces and entrances; Structure 
so that different uses do not cause 
conflict; surveillance - all publicly 
accessible space is overlooked; 
ownership- places that promote a sense 
of ownership, respect, territorial 
responsibility and community; physical 
protection - places that include necessary 
well-designed security features; activity - 
activity appropriate to location, with 
reduced risk of crime and sense of safety; 
and management and maintenance - to 
discourage crime in the present and the 
future.  

Security is recognised as an important 
element of design, and text will be added to 
the Parish Plan to say that new 
development design should be in 
accordance with 'Secured by Design' and 
design SPDs that SNC have adopted. 
These include the 'Planning out Crime' SPD 
written by Northamptonshire Police and the 
Northamptonshire Districts and adopted in 
2003.   
 
Refer to comment 07/05 above.  

009 05 Milton Malsor Northamptonshire 
Police & 
Northamptonshire 
Fire & Rescue 
Service 

General We are keen to promote the concept of 
designing safety into any new building 
scheme and to reduce the opportunities of 
arson occurring, for example NFRS 
encourage developers to consider 
installing fire safety measures within new 
schemes including: installation of 
appropriate hard wired fire detection 
systems in all dwellings; smoke extraction 
systems to protect communal means of 
escape; lighting and surveillance systems; 
installation of appropriate security 
measures; provision of safe, adequate 
waste management facilities (wheelie bin 
stores) thus to reduce the opportunities of 
arson.  

Many of these matters are the subject of 
Building Regulations to which all new 
development must comply. However, the 
Parish Plan should refer to the importance 
of ensuring that new development meets 
such standards and reduces opportunities 
for crime such as arson.  
 
Refer to comment 07/05 above.  
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010 05 Milton Malsor Northamptonshire 
Police & 
Northamptonshire 
Fire & Rescue 
Service 

General By designing with community safety in 
mind, long term sustainability can be 
achieved and both the Force & NFRS are 
keen to play their part in this process by 
encouraging developers to take the 
opportunity to design out crime and anti-
social behaviour in new developments, as 
well as designing in appropriate fire safety 
measures. This should contribute to 
reducing the impact which crime and 
occurrences of fire will have on the local 
environment and economy. 

Agreed. The Parish Plan should refer to the 
importance of design for new developments 
that create a safe and secure environment.  
 
Refer to comment 07/05 above.  

011 05 Milton Malsor Northamptonshire 
Police & 
Northamptonshire 
Fire & Rescue 
Service 

General New housing and any redevelopment 
should be designed and constructed to 
qualify for the full 'Secured by Design' 
award. This is proven to be effective in 
cutting crime (particularly burglary) and 
anti-social behaviour. Meeting 'Secured 
by Design' helps to reduce the carbon 
cost of crime through reducing the cost of 
investigation and replacing goods for the 
victims of crime. This can only be 
achieved with full liaison with the Force 
Crime Prevention Design Advisor 
throughout the process. 

Security is recognised as an important 
element of design, and text will be added to 
the Parish Plan to say that new 
development design should be in 
accordance with 'Secured by Design' and 
design SPDs that SNC have adopted. 
These include the 'Planning out Crime' SPD 
written by Northamptonshire Police and the 
Northamptonshire Districts and adopted in 
2003.   
 
Refer to comment 07/05 above.  

012 05 Milton Malsor Northamptonshire 
Police & 
Northamptonshire 
Fire & Rescue 
Service 

General NFRS also encourage the installation of 
sprinkler systems in the built environment, 
since they provide both life safety and 
property protection. They significantly 
reduce the impact on the environment 
and support the safer communities' 
agenda. 

Agreed. Amend Parish Plan to encourage 
incorporation of sprinklers linked to the 
provision of appropriate security measures.  
 
Add text to the Parish Plan at Section 2 
Crime/ Policing 3

rd
 column as follows: 

"Developers are encouraged to consider 
incorporating sprinkler systems within 
all new units." 
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013 05 Milton Malsor Northamptonshire 
Police & 
Northamptonshire 
Fire & Rescue 
Service 

General Crime/ Policing The Force welcomes the 
addition of the Parish Council's action 
regarding crime and policing, specifically 
in light of the public feedback, and are 
encouraged that the Parish Council look 
to continue liaison with local police teams. 
We would ask that the achieving of 
'Secured by Design' through the principles 
outlined above are incorporated into this 
section of the action plan. The Parish 
Council may also wish to liaise with the 
youth of Milton Malsor to ascertain youth 
provision requirements which could 
mitigate any perceived risks associated 
by the presence of youths 'hanging 
around' in groups. 

Comments noted. Milton Malsor Parish Plan 
is intended to identify key facilities and 
services, and set out a vision of what is 
important, how new development can best 
be fitted in, the design and quality standards 
it should meet, how to preserve valued local 
features and to map out the facilities which 
the community needs to safeguard the 
future. The attention of the authors is drawn 
to these comments.    
 
Add text to end of page 3 as follows: "It 
is important that promoters of future 
development proposals engage with the 
Police Crime Prevention Design Advisor 
at the earliest possible stage in respect 
of the design of an proposal including 
appropriate provision for all sections of 
the community including youth."  

014 05 Milton Malsor Northamptonshire 
Police & 
Northamptonshire 
Fire & Rescue 
Service 

General Road Safety Both the Force and NFRS 
support the action of continuing to work 
with NCC Highways to ensure ways of 
enhancing road safety within the village 
are explored. 

Comments welcomed.  
 
No change.  
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015 05 Milton Malsor Northamptonshire 
Police & 
Northamptonshire 
Fire & Rescue 
Service 

General We note the comments within the plan 
which identifies that parking for elderly 
and disabled residents was a concern and 
the actions associated with resolving 
these issues. We feel the issue around 
car parking should be expanded so 
developers give consideration to 
adequate parking provision within all new 
developments. Environments can be 
dominated by the car, and where 
problems with parking occur it can result 
in access difficulties for the emergency 
services, particularly for NFRS 
appliances. Poor parking provision can 
also be a factor in a whole range of issues 
including crime and anti-social behaviour. 
If people perceive their provision to be 
inadequate or unsafe (through it being 
poorly lit or located) they will choose to 
park elsewhere, usually on the road in 
what may be unsafe or illegal positions. 
The reference within the document should 
therefore be expanded to include these 
considerations for developers when 
designing new schemes or modifying 
current ones.  

Noted. The government has recently 
relaxed the car parking standard of 1.5 car 
parking spaces per new dwelling. There is a 
recognition that car dominated 
environments can become areas of crime 
and anti-social behaviour. Security is 
recognised as an important element of 
design, and text will be added to the Parish 
Plan to say that new development design 
should be in accordance with 'Secured by 
Design' and design SPDs that SNC have 
adopted. These include the 'Planning out 
Crime' SPD written by Northamptonshire 
Police and the Northamptonshire Districts 
and adopted in 2003.  
 
Refer to comment 07/05 above.  

016 06 Milton Malsor Natural England General This type of consultation does not fall 
within Natural England's planning advice 
remit and we therefore have no 
comments to make.  

Comments noted.  
 
No change. 
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017 07 Milton Malsor Anglian Water General Surface Water We would encourage the 
use of Sustainable Drainage Systems 
(SuDS) in order to manage surface water 
effectively. The consultation documents 
refer to open space, SuDS can form an 
integral part of open space. The 
retrofitting of SuDS can have multiple 
benefits including adapting to climate 
change, creation of habitats and more 
efficient use of existing infrastructure. 
Furthermore, opportunities to remove 
existing surface water connections to the 
sewer could be explored. This will help 
the village adapt to climate change and 
potentially create capacity within the 
sewer network for future development.  

Agreed. It is important that the design of 
new development manages surface water 
and flood risk and encourages sustainable 
water use.  
 
Refer to comments 05/04 above.  

018 07 Milton Malsor Anglian Water General Water efficiency Water efficiency should 
be promoted throughout the documents.  

Agreed. It is important that the design of 
new development manages surface water 
and flood risk and encourages sustainable 
water use.  
 
Refer to comments 05/04 above.  

019 07 Milton Malsor Anglian Water General New Development We would welcome 
early discussions on the location and 
quantum of future development. This 
allows all parties time to consider 
potential constraints, explore possible 
solutions and allow us to incorporate 
proposals within our plans, where 
necessary. 

Comments noted. Early discussions with the 
local authority and all key stakeholders eg. 
County Highway Authority, Conservation 
Officers, Housing Officers and Anglian 
Water are an important part of development 
management which seeks to ensure that 
the planning application process is a pro-
active and positive regime.  
 
Add text after para. 3 on page 1 as 
follows: "Developers will also need to 
take into account national and local 
planning policy and guidance into their 
proposals, and should read the VDS 
alongside national and local planning 
policy documents such as the South 
Northamptonshire Local Plan/ LDF and 
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SNC's Supplementary Planning 
Guidance including 'Planning Out Crime' 
and 'Developer Contributions'. They are 
also advised to engage with 
Development Management officers of the 
Council and key stakeholders at an early 
stage to ensure sustainable 
developments that will benefit the village 
through social, environmental and 
economic wellbeing. It may also be 
appropriate for developers to discuss 
their plans with the Parish Council and 
other community representatives."  

020 07 Milton Malsor Anglian Water General Tree Planting We note the proposals in 
the consultation for future tree planting in 
public areas. Please be aware of the 
location of water supply and sewer 
infrastructure and ensure the species 
planted of not disrupt the network. An 
easement may also be required in order 
to ensure access for maintenance, if 
required.  

Noted. Anglian Water will be consulted on 
proposals for new development and this 
issue considered on a site by site basis.  
 
No change.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


